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" I can not feel that she ia dead ! her shadow passes by, 
In every form of grace that glides before my wakeftil eye. 
And when I sleep, a vision bright across my fancy steals: 
The smile, the tone, the look of love, my early loss reveals. 

"Yet, mother, though thy child be dead, light through thy 

darkness streams, 
As on the ear a low voice fiUls, like music in our dreams, 
To soothe thy sadness, quell thy grie^ and check thy tears, 

'tis given, 
While thus it whispers—*! have found a detter home m 

heaven/ " 
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PREFACE. 



This little book which is now, through the soficitataoii 
of others, presented to the public, owes its existence to 
the repeated bereavements which have left the author 
childless. These strokes directed his attention to the 
investigation of, and reflection upon the sulyjects here 
presented. During the years he was in the school of 
affliction learning its lessons, he was learning for himself 
without the least expectation of ever presenting his 
thoughts to the world. 

Afterwards it was thought that others might be inter* 
ested, perhaps benefitted, by the meditations which had 
done his own heart so much good. 

No claim of originality is set up for the work ; but it 
is due to candor to state that when the chapters were 
first written, the author had never seen a single work 
upon the subject, nor had he access to any libraries. 
That lie arrived at the same conclusion with other writers 
apon the same subject, by the study of the Bible, may 
argue for the truth of the doctrine taught Since then 
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he has obtained all the works upon the subject he could.; 
and cheerfully acknowledges the receipt of valuable sug- 
gestions from Rev. Drs. Russel and M'Farlane of Scot- 
land, and Rev. Drs. Smyth and Bethune of the United 
States— especially to "Why Weepest Thou?" 

The work is, to a good degree, the unfolding of the 
author's heart This is his apology for the frequent use 
of the pronoun I, and his reason for withholding his 
name. 

With these remarks, he commits the work to the 
press. He humbly and fervently beseeches Almighty 
Qod to make it a blessing to the bereaved, and an instru- 
ment) through the grace of His Spirit^ to the promotion 
of His glory. And to His great and holy name be the 
praise for evermore. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Infant children do sicken and die. The fact 
is painfully evident ; but a deep myt jcry hangs 
over the whole subject. Questions of difficult or 
impossible solution press upon the anxious mind. 
So ignorant, so tender, so helpless is that infant 
spirit that is just leaving its mortal tenement, 
the parent's heart almost bursts with intense de- 
sire to follow it to its mysterious home, and see 
to whose guardian care it is committed. Faith 
comes to our aid. The sleepless eye that watches 
over the sparrow can not lose sight of tl.e young 
immortal, just entered upon its eternal career, 
He who so tenderly folded " little children" in 
his arms, whilst here below, will commission his 
angels to guard them, when taken from the em* 
braces of fond parents. 
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X INTRODUCTION. 

True, their bouIs are deeply, fatally stained 
with sin ; but the blood of Christ, which " deans- 
eth from all sin," can wash away the stain. 
True, they can not exercise faith ; but God no 
more requires impossibilities of infants than of 
adults. The little ones our Saviour blessed when 
on earth, understood not what he did, and yet 
they were blessed. He can still bless those who 
are equally incapable of exercising faith. 

Believing parents have a double consolation; 
for their children sustain to God a covenant rela- 
tion ; and He is a covenant-keeping God. .With 
unshaken confidence may they commit their 
dying children into the hands of their Saviour, 
and rejoice, whilst they weep, in the hope of 
meeting them in a happier world. 

The views presented in the following work are 
the result of the searchings of a bereaved heart 
after consolation. The reader need not be told, 
that with the author they are not matters of 
speculation, but truths on which his own soul has 
feasted, thus gaining strength to bear sorrows. 
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INTBODUOTION. Xl 

None can so well console the afflicted as they 
who have saffered sunilarly, and have sought 
and f6\md consolation in the precious truths of 
God's word. How affectingly this truth is ex- 
pressed by the Apostle Paul in the following 
language: *^ Blessed be God, even the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, 
and the God of all comfort ; who comforteth ua 
in all our tribulation, that we tnay be able to 
comfort them which are in any trouble, by the 
same comfort wherewith we ourselves are com- 
forted of God." We doubt not, that many a 
wounded heart will find in these pages a heal- 
ing balm. 

But this volume is not only valuable as a dis- 
cussion of the doctrine of infant salvation, but as 
it contains a clear statement and defense of some 
of the great doctrines of the gospel, we sin- 
cerely desire for it an extensive circulation. 

N. L. RICE. 
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I. 

%\t <&ttl\sn Ratals tfnjost]). 

The morning had at last dawned which 
was to witness the consummation of the cher- 
ished purpose of my heart. Whilst with 
hearts abeady one, we renewed our mutual 
vows before the marriage altar, the sun 
struggled ineflfectually to cast his golden bars 
through the dense black clouds which hid his 
face. 

Was this a significant omen ? 

It may have been fancy, but the presenti- 
ment pressed hea.vily upon my heart — " The 
morning of your married life will be overcast 
with clouds." The festive company could not 
chase away my gloom. I tried to appear happy, 
but my spirits were sad. I shuddered, as I 
struggled in vain to penetrate the future. I 
found relief only in prayer for resignation and 
/strength in each event of life. 
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16 SHADOW ON THE HEARTH. 

I am many years older now. I have often 
partaken of the cup of joy ; but oft-repeated, 
deep and bitter have been my draughts from 
the cup of sorrow. The presentiment has be- 
come reality. 

Our mutual happiness, as we fondly, but 
foolishly supposed, was complete, when one 
bright morning our first-born was welcomed 
to our affections. My noble boyl Thou 
opening wonder'! 

" Thy future lot below 
We cannot now foresee, though fidn would know ; 

We bid thee welcome. 
And may thy life pass onward to its close, 
As dear and bright as when on earth it rose." 

, And it did, but in a manner least antici- 
pated. 

What strange conflicting emotions struggled 
for the mastery, as the eye rested upon the 
living miniature; and we became conscious 
of the birth within us of a hitherto unknown, 
but deeply implanted principle — ^the holy one 
of parenthood 1 As the little downy cheek 
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THUS GOLDEN BOWLS.. 17 

sunk lightly upon my own, as the tiny dim- 
pled fingers closed upon my own, as the 
bright little orbs twinkled inquiringly in my 
own, a well-spring of happiness bubbled up, 
deep and pure, in my sonl, until it filled it to 
overflowing. My life was renewed and fresh- 
ened. New sympathies were born, nobler 
sensibilities sprang into being with the en- 
trance of this fresh rill from the Divine foun- 
tain of life. I thanked my God for the gleam 
of sunshine and voice of gladness He had 
given to cheer my heart beaten by the waves 
rolling in upon it from the world. 

" Gk)d, thou hast a fountab stured 
Whose waters never nxffe could rest." 

A litde sister, and then a little brother, 
shared with him a place in a parent's heart. 
As each little leaf of life and beauty unfolded 
its glowing tints, and put forth its opening 
petals in the sunshine of life; as each new- 
bom tendril stole timidly out; silently, yet 
firmly it clung around my heart, and entwined 
itself among the very fibres of my being. 
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18 SHADOW ON THE HEAKTH. 

And as I gazed upon thes3 bright and beauti- 
ful threads of the web of life, woven daily 
more beautiful, new prayer was born within 
me, that these beautiful pieces might not be 
marred and ruined by sin. 

This prayer was answered — ! how unex- 
pectedly ! 

My life had been one protracted struggle 
with adversity, distress, and bitter disappoint- 
ments. 

Life was to me a "shady side;" and by 
necessary contact had I seen so much of 
its wickedness and unbelief, that I could not 
trust the outward. Thick, dark clouds of sor- 
row rolled heavily over my path, causing 
present distress, and threatening to envelop 
my whole future existence in their gloomy 
folds. 

With a strong heart I bore up manfully 
under the outward pressure ; for, as >yet, no 
stroke had fallen upon the sanctuary of 
home — no dark shadow had fallen upon my 
hearth. Without, it was struggle and toil; but 
within, all was peace. In the scenes of the 
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THE GOLDEN BOWLS. 19 

nursery, grief was forgotten, and my human 
happiness was perfect In its society I desired 
nothing to add to my joy. Each day strength* 
ened the golden links that bound its inmates 
to my heart. Each day I felt the silent yet 
refreshing influence of the new souls added to 
my household. As they unfolded in gladsome 
infancy, as they sought and learned more, the 
tendrils of life clasped my affections more 
closely. Their winning ways — ^their artless 
movements — their touching features — their 
gushes of joy — ^the sweet music of their voices 
— the dew-drops which sparkled upon each 
cheek, and the bright sunlight of the smiles 
which kissed each countenance, had a power 
which the world had not. They reached and 
moved the very life-roots of my being. 

As the flower that may be unnoticed during 
the summer, becomes a precious exotic when 
the storms and winds of winter have blasted 
its sister flowers ; so our babes, as the storms 
and sorrows of life sank with a winter's gloom 
upon my troubled spirits, and worldly hearts 
turned coldly away from my stricken soul, be- 
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20 SHADOW ON THE HEARTH. 

came doubly precious, with their confiding 
smiles and loving hearts. Upon them could 
I lavish the treasures of my affection. The 
world looked coldly upon me ; but these little 
sunbeams gave to the dark clouds overspread- 
ing my path a silver lining. They pene- 
trated the darkest clouds, and brightened and 
warmed my sorrowing heart. 

The world was deceitful ; they were artless. 
They did not profess what they did not feel. 
They did not manifest love for darkness, 
rather than lightj positive disbelief, nor hatred 
against God and truth. Their lives were not 
sullied by transgression, and those crimes 
which inflict such intense suffering and sor- 
row upon humanity. Their confidence was as 
truthful as their affection was sincere. They 
were teachable. With what interest did they 
drink in knowledge, and receive the story of 
Grace I With what cheerfulness obey ! With 
what reverence pray ! With what eagerness 
inquire the way in which, thus revealing 
the deep desire, to grow up in favor with 
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THE GOLDEN BOWLS. 21 

God and man, loving all, and living to do 
good! 

I felt that each bright star dropped from the 
Tipper sphere, and dazzling in my sky, was a 
messenger from heaven. It showed the strong 
mysterious influence of faith and innocence ; 
and taught the power of a true child-like dis- 
position. They were little preachers, whose 
mission was to revive the youthful freshness 
of human feeling, and keep alive the purer, 
gentler sympathies of my nature, which the 
cold world would otherwise have withered or 
destroyed. Their daUy exposilion of our Sa- 
viour's words, " Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven," taught me the 
dispositions 'I must cultivate, the character I 
must acquire and retain to be fitted for the 
scenes and society of the skies. 

Thus they invested my whole being with a 
new importance. They enlarged the happi- 
ness of home ; were ministers of good to me ; 
and taught me to regard each one of them- 
selves as a being of better hope — " for myself 
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22 SHADOW OX THE HEARTH. 

emulation was dead, but it had a resurrection 
in my child. The vein is yet untried ; it may 
be golden." I had something — ^I had 7niu:h to 
live for. A fond heart feasted on the delight- 
ful vision of in&nt and youthftd training; and 
looked forward through coming years to their 
adult age, a blessing and blest, a solace to 
their parents, and an honor to their race. 
Wonder not that I highly prized, and deeply 
loved these precious gifts of God — too deeply, 
I fear. I clung too fondly to these treasures, 
these golden treasures. I worshiped, uncon- 
sciously, these bright beams, without contin- 
ually tracing back their shining to the glorious 
"Sun of Eighteousness" from which they 
sprung. I forgot too often that it was the soft 
radiance of the happy spirit-land which shed 
its holy lustre upon their placid brows, spark- 
led in their brightening eyes, made their 
hearts so loving, and their smiles so pure. 
I can see it all now. May God forgive 
my idolatry. Still the remembrance of 
the anguish that shattered my spirits is so 
keen that I could not desire another to feel 
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the stroke. May you never survive your 
children. 

^y j^y i^ ^^^^ companionship was not 
wild and thoughtless. It was sobered by the 
consciousness of responsibility which each 
heavenly visitant awakened into activity. As 
I gazed into the depths of their being, I dis- 
cerned the Maker^s image truly mirrored there, 
and my heart pronounced them God's. With- 
in each tender frame-work resides a soul 
possessing powers capable of indefinite expan- 
sion; and susceptible of everlasting happi- 
ness or unending wo. Each delicate casket 
encases a gem that may shine after the sun 
expires ; a spark of immortality that may rise 
to the dimensions of a seraph ; or a star that 
will wander amid the blackness of darkness 
for ever. The fragments of His spiritual cre- 
ation which light up their finely chiseled 
forms, God has severed for Himself. To my 
care has he entrusted these jewels for awhile, 
saying, "Take this child and train it for me." 
I gazed upon them in wonder and awe. They 
were a part of myself, therefore mine. They 
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24 SHADOW ON THE HEARTH. 

were Gtod's creation, therefore His. His, to 
lionor His name and enjoy His society for 
ever. Mine, in a subordinate sense, as a stew- 
ard of priceless pearls. Mine to love, cherish, 
protect, and train ; but mine also to account 
for. The reflection, as they live, so will the^'- 
die ; and the life is moulded in a great degree 
by the first impressions the plastic nature re- 
ceives, the first lessons imparted from the 
depths of a parent's heart, pressed heavily 
upon me, and exerted an influence to which 
otherwise I had been a stranger. The thought, 
they may grow up to serve God more faith- 
fully than their parents, and, after a life of 
useftdness, descend in peace to an honored 
tomb ; or, they may become a cnrse to hu- 
manity, bring down their parents' gray hairs 
in sorrow to the grave, and be banished at 
last from the blissful presence of God and the 
Lamb, was both solemn and salutary. Sol- 
emn — this truth reached the depth and touched 
the principle of awe. Salutary — ^it prompted 
to prayerful action. Ofl«n, often as I watched 
over their cradles, as they sat upon my knee, 
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and gambolled bj my side in healthful, inno- 
cent recreation, the pure, deep breathings of 
my soul went out to God, that He would 
bestow all needful grace upon parents and 
children. Then the stars He had dropped 
from heaven to shine in our home, reset in 
the firmament of glorj^, would sparkle for 
ever in our Saviour's diadem. 

I knew they were heirs to an untold wealth 
— ^the covenanted blessings of the church. In 
token of our appreciation of their birth-right 
privileges, and of our recognition of God's ab- 
solute right in them, on Sabbath days, ever 
memorable to us, we presented them at the 
baptismal altar. As the man of God poured 
upon their heads the baptismal water, and pro- 
nounced the solemn words, " In the name of 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, I baptize Ihee," 
our hearts felt the holy influence of the hour. 
We did truly dedicate our babes to God, in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

What happy anticipations I What joyous 
hopes were born upon that day ! In its vis- 
ion the future spread out before us full o£ 
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blessing. We saw our children the children 
of God. We resolved to train them up for 
Him. We thanked Him for His gracious 
provisions, and took courage. Ours would 
be a happy home, in whose fond endearments 
we would find solace under the heavy blows 
of adversity, and the cruel desertion of seem- 
ing friends. Ours would be a holy home, 
under the happy influence of these birds of 
song. As we saw their expanding powers 
moulded by grace, we too would grow more 
like-minded. The vision was enrapturing — 
the reality sad. Our home is desolate. The 
birds have flown. The vision of the day on 
which the first-born was baptized is totally 
eclipsed. The intervening years have been 
years of sorrow. Every child has disappeared. 
The Most High has waged a long and sore 
controversy with us. The deeps overflowed 
us. They have subsided. The influence of 
the birth, life, death of each lingers a blessed, 
a subduing power. Many relics adorn the 
chambers of recollection; but none glitter 
more brightly than their dedication to God, 
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Our props have foiled. But God's promise, 
sounding so sweetly upon the day we gave 
them to Him, and now coming through a 
"covenant well-ordered in all things, and 
sure," sustains and solaces. "For the moun- 
tains shall depart, and the hills be removed, 
but my loving-kindness shall not depart from 
thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace 
be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy 
on thee." 
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%\t ^0lhn i0tol5 ir0hn. 

"Oh I what is life? 'Tia like the bow 

That glistens in the sky; 
We loye to see the colors glow — 

But while we look they die. 
Idfe &Il8 as soon; to-day 'tis here, 

To-morrow it may disappear." 

During all this time, tlie possibility that 
death might soon come and write his name 
upon these beautiful earth-built walls did not 
occur to my mind, nor mar my joy. Our 
first-bom was first taken. He was possessed 
of so vigorous a constitution that, not having 
been taught by experience to tremble at the 
approaching footsteps of the destroyer, we 
could not associate dark death with his living 
smile. In our hearts we said, " the child shall 
live before Thee." 

We thought our troubles were enough for 
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any one to bear. We knew not that there is 
"a skeleton in every house and in every 
heart ;" and that anguish, keener, bitterer far 
than any the world can inflict must be the 
portion, at least of some. Only after we have 
built little mounds do we learn that our bright- 
est treasures may the soonest fcde. Then 
may the skeleton appear with his sting. 

When the wild storm first passed over our 
dwelling, crushing the anxieties, responsibili- 
ties, hopes, and joys of parental affection, I 
was stricken to the earth, as much by its sud- 
den and appalling effect, as by a sense of my 
loss. He was not a little sufferer, as were 
our other babes. We had not to bend 
over his bed and see suffering, and eyes 
looking out imploringly for unavailing relief. 
In the evening we little dreamed that ere 
morning the dew of the grave would settle 
upon the brow of our noble boy — ^that the 
wail of anguish would ring through the 
house, because " the angel of death had passed 
over our dwelling, and the spirit of our first- 
born had fled." I was musing upon the 
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thought of my boy's becoming a herald of 
salvation, little dreaming that death's dark 
pinion was hovering over us, and its fearful 
shadow falling like lead upon our hearts. But 
his shaft had even then sped, and I was sud- 
denly summoned to the nursery by the start- 
ling cry, "jB& 18 dying ! He is dying T I 
rushed into the room. — ^My God 1 what a 
change 1 The impressible solemnity of his 
features told the tale. He was suffering no 
pain, but I saw that my noble boy was, unat- 
tended by either father or mother, entering 
into the court of death. His head drooped ; 
his cheek was pale ; his eye lay still within its 
silken enclosure, but shone with an unearthly 
lustre, brightening and brightening, as if the 
soul were passing through it into eternity. 

He lay upon his mother's lap. Poor wo- 
man I her heart was bursting with grief. God 
pity the mother whose babes He is calling 
away I She laid him on his bed, and we knelt, 
(it was all we could do), and from the depths 
cried unto God to spare our boy, if consistent 
with His holy will. But no relief came. He 
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was passing away. I tried to feel the pulse 
of the little stream rippling so feebly through 
his veins, but could not. 

"I pressed him, pressed him closer 
To my overburdened breast; 
On the heart so near to breaking 
Jjay the heart so near to rest" 

I besought God to robe him in the right- 
eousness of the Redeemer, sanctify him in his 
spirit, and receive him home. A momentary 
shudder — and the impatient spirit burst the 
last link of its clayey fetters. The golden howl 
was hroJcen. The breath of heaven no longer 
moved his bosom. The ashes were here — ^but 
the animating principle had gone. I rushed 
into my chamber, weeping bitter tears at the 
realization that his face would smile on us 
no more; his talking eyes beam no more; 
and his tongue, which so ofken in gentle tones 
had spoken the name of father and mother, 
was silent as that of the " mute dove." 

O the agony that my lacerated heart en- 
dured during that long and bitter night! 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



82 SHADOW ON THE HEARTH. 

The deep, deep midnight gloom is still vivid. 
I feel, deeply feel for wounded affection the 
first night it weeps with its dead, for stormy 
and tumultuous must the feelings be. 

I had supposed I was much disciplined. In 
all my outward griefs I had conducted myself 
so as to meet my own approbation. I had, as 
I thought, truly given myself to God, and 
was prepared to receive whatever He would 
send. But when God came riding upon the 
storm, in the first moments of anguish I could 
not see why He should thus outrage my feel- 
ings, and add sorrow to sorrow. Had He, 
too, turned to be my enemy ? The thought 
was insupportable. Submit I must, for I 
could not recall my dead — ^but acquiesce I 
would not It was cruel. It was unjust. All 
the horrid blasphemies of my days of darkness 
rushed with fearful force upon my recollection. 
Again I was, practically at least, what I had 
been in the days of my sinfulness — an infidel 
— ^a rebel, stubborn and hopeless. The sol- 
emn stillness of the midnight hour whispered, 
— "the harp, whose music has been the charm 
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of your house, lies shattered upon the ground, 
and no skill or cunning can retune the chords 
and make them play their wonted melody," 
And as the heart, yearning over its lost trea- 
sures, asked, will not he who has gone, all 
unconscious of the tide of emotion and re- 
membrance his presence and departure occa- 
sioned, ever more return ? The vacant cradle- 
4Ded, the empty nursery echoed the answer — 
^^Neoerrru>re! Nevermore T I fell to the floor. 
God's still small voice had not yet spoken; 
and, both weak and wicked, I yielded myself 
a voluntary prey to black-winged thoughts. 

I saw other little hands clenched in the 
mortal strife — other little lips quivering in the 
death-agony— -other little eyes pleading im- 
ploringly for relief — other little coffins in fiwt 
procession bearing away lambs that had been 
tenderly nursed and ardently loved, to the 
cold, cold ground. Dark spectral images, 
bearing the ashes of life's most precious things, 
haunted me with the recollection of joys tast- 
ed, then snatched away. A long train of 
streaming eyes and bleeding hearts moved in 
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solemn silence around my room. Some were 
obdurate, some subdued, but all had a sad 
tale to tell. Some gave back their children 
with joy — but all declared that the stroke tore 
their heart-strings. As I listened to the re- 
cital, I cried. Can there be a God ? If so, 
why so much suffering in the world? Why 
so many hearts caused to bleed ? Or if He 
exists, is He not implacable 7 Are His fiiith- 
fulness and love realities? Then, why so 
many buds of innocent pleasure and promise 
torn so violently from the parent stem ? Why 
so many Eachels weeping in Ramah, and 
" refusing to be comforted ?" Why so. many 
Jacobs "lifting up the voice" in grief, because 
" Joseph is not, Simeon is not, and Benjamin 
also is taken away ?" Why not spare the babes, 
and make them good? Why give them at 
all, if to be spared just long enough to awaken 
a parent's love, and then snatch them away ? 
Are God's ways equal? Then why does 
death, sparing most or all the children of 
some £unilies, when once he has crossed the 
threshhold of others, halt there, until the last 
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one " lieth down to awake not till the heavens 
be no more?" I was bewildered, baffled, con- 
founded. I doubted everything except that 
intense suffering and sorrow were man's doom 
- — ^his portion — ^his all. The world was a vast 
charnel-house ; and all the living had to do, 
was to bury the dead. 

The stroke was too much for unaided hu- 
man nature to bear. Hope, which through 
many a chequered scene had sustained me, 
died in my heart. I seemed to be abandoned 
of God to despair. No more peace for me ; 
no more joy, either in this world or in that 
which is to come. That was the darkest 
night of my life. I shudder as I write its de- 
tails. I hope its horrid blasphemies have 
been pardoned. And yet I doubt not that in 
the unwritten history of death's doings among 
babes, there is many a picture just as gloomily 
shaded — many a record of darkness as dense, 
of trial as severe. To many a soul does the 
Lord God speak in the whirlwind and storm, 
before He whispers with the still small voice 
the accents of love and peace. Come then, all 
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ye that mourn, and I " will tell you what the 
Lord hath done for my soul." 

As the gleams of light ushered in the morn- 
ing upon which my treasure was to be buried, 
I braced myself for the anguish still before 
me. I could not pray as I ought for invisible 
support. During the convulsive throes of 
agony, I had no inclination to think of any 
thing except my loss. I could say, " All thy 
waves and thy billows have gone over me;" 
I could not say, ** It is all for the best." The 
sympathies of friends alleviated, but could 
not assuage my sorrows. My ordinary com- 
panions, with whom I had passed many an 
hour in delightful solitude, now expressed not 
my feelings. Could they have done so, to my 
mind bewildered and darkened, to my eye 
blinded by tears, every page would have been 
blurred. Even the " Book of books" I could 
not read " in the darkness of the shadow upon 
my heart." My mind retired within itself, 
self-secluded by the intensity of its own suf- 
fering. It rested upon itself. In this feeling 
of haughty self-reliance I entered the chamber 
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where the corpse lay in htished repose. The 
white napkin was removed that we might 
take the last look at our angel boy. Though 
robed for the tomb, so sweet, so gentle, so 
composed, he looked as thoi:^h he had just 
lain down to sleep — ^his little hands folded upon 
his breast, the glossy ringlets Mling gracefully 
upon his noble brow, and a smile still linger- 
ing upon his &ce, as if loath to leave. Lovely 
as he was in life, he appeared lovelier in death. 
Death had stamped the guilelessness of his 
apirit upon his countenance. It left undia* 
turbed the seal of God's possession. 

That look changed the whole current of re- 
flection. There was something upon his fea- 
tures which sent to my heart the irresistible 
conviction, that his crimeless and confiding 
soul had burst, like an imprisoned bird, from 
its cage of mortality, and had, through the 
merits of the Mediator, shaken its glad pin- 
ions, and soared away to its home in the skies. 
Nor had it gone unattended. "Its angel, 
which always beholds the face of the Father," 
bad conducted it to the pearly gates. His 

4 
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eye had closed on earth to open amid the glo- 
ries of heaven. The music of his voice had 
ceased to our ears that it might mingle with 
the melodies of the infant throng already gath- 
ered around the throne. He was holy and 
happy. Why then should I complain? I 
wept — but now my tearswere not altogether 
such as they had been the night before. I 
felt ray loss acutely, but I wept because of 
my sinfulness. My child is now a 'bright 
angel in heaven, but I am still a sinful mortal 
upon earth. I wept because of my ingrati- 
tude, and the horrid thoughts against God I 
had entertained. And there, standing by his 
side who would soon, by the closing grave, be 
shut out from my sight, I implored Qod*s 
pardon, and the grace of acquiescence in His 
holy will. My dead boy preached a sermon 
to my heart that he could not have preached 
had he lived. 

Absorbed in these reflections, I. had forgot- 
ten that I was looking upon that face for the 
last time until the resurrection. One ap- 
proached to lead me away. The bitterness 
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of parting was revived. Again and again we 
kissed his marble lips. Again smoothed his 
little locks. Then the last look — ^and we 
turned away to hear the closing of the coffin 
lid. What a world of thought is in that simple 
act 1 What suffering and sorrow must I en- 
dure 1 Through what scenes of satisfaction 
and delight will he pass, before we meet again ! 
The experience of the last few moments 
strengthened me to follow my dead to that 
place " where the wicked cease from troubling, 
and the weary are at rest." Even a transitory 
gleam of joy cheered my heart sinking within 
me, as the little coffin was lowered. As the 
little mound grew up to tell the sons of men 
of his brief visit to earth, the affecting lines 
of holy Eutherford came to my mind : — 

** Mother earth, to thee I trust 
This bonnie heap of precious dust ; 
Keep it safely, sacred tomb, 
Till a fe-ther asks for room." 

This was the last act we could do for our 
first-bom — as gentle and lovely a boy as ever 
blest a parent's heart. One we knew was 
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buried who had never committed positive sin 
against God ; nor had acted unkindly or un- 
lovely towards man. As I left the grave, 
with a peace I had not when I approached it, 
I little dreamed that I would so soon approach 
it again. I knew not the depths of my heart 
— ^that despite the Father's chastisement, I 
would turn again to my awn way — and that 
by repeated strokes I would be taught to ac- 
quiesce, and allow Him cheerfully in all things 
to have His own way. 

The first entrance of Death into the nursery 
is an event never to be forgotten. It is the 
first key-note of grief; the first dirge at home ; 
the first practical lesson of the fall and frailty 
of man ; and the first practical test of sincerity 
in dedicating children to God. It is the first 
time we knock at the gates of the grave ask- 
ing admission for precious dust, thus deposit- 
ing our own claim, ere long, to a place in 
earth's bosom ; and the first time we have a 
living treasure of our own in heaven, attract- 
ing us towards the skies. Dearer than any 
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Other spot of earth is the Ktile grave where 
the changed loveliness of onr first-buried is 
hidden from view. 

I could not forget my boy ; yet, practically, 
the chastening of the Lord I did despise. In 
the necessary occupations filling up my time, 
my mind soon became habituated to my loss ; 
and I set not myself to inquire, " What are 
God's designs in this reproof?" The vehe- 
ment outburst of feeling had subsided, but 
no salutary impression remained. There was 
an occasional recurrence to the calamity ; but 
no faithful laying of the trial to heart. Had 
it not been disregarded, it would have come 
fragrant with blessings, and spared me other 
and heavier blows. In looking back upon it, 
I can not see that by it I was brought nearer 
to God, or leaned any more upon His love 
than before. I now see my folly and sin ; 
and from a thrice-stricken heart which has 
" learned obedience from the things it has suf- 
fered," would I say to any who read these 
pages, " If you are suffering your first stroke, 
improve it. Listen to God's solemn, faithful, 
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loving voice. Let jour first sorrow be a dis- 
cipline that may spare you other trials, which 
will come upon you if you continue heedless 
and unbelieving. Put not your Father, who 
with untiring earnestness seeks your salvation, 
under the necessity of repeating stroke after 
stroke, or of bringing upon you protracted 
suffering." 

"Gbd had spoken once. Thrice have I 
learned this, that power belongeth unto God." 
That power I felt — ^first to subdue, then to 
sanctify. Again, and yet again I heard the 
approaching footsteps of the spoiler. The 
memory of other days returned. The bare 
thought of passing through similar scenes was 
dreadful. "Pass on," I besought death, "to 
those that have borne the ripe fruit of matur- 
ity, or to the hopelessly diseased ; but nip not 
the bud just as it is beginning to bloom with 
so much fragrance and beauty. It is just be- 
ginning to be happy. Why not let it live, 
and expand its powers? Why eclipse these 
sweet lips, and bind this prattling tongue? 
Thou hast taken one ; spare me these. But 
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to fhese half-conscions entreaties the messen- 
ger turned a deaf ear. All day long — and 
many a long day and weary night, a little suf- 
ferer moaned, and wistfully sought help which 
neither fiither, nor mother, nor physician 
could give, and at the going down of the sun 
it died. My little ones heeded not my voice, 
for their Saviour had called, and they obeyed 
with a smile, as if the sweet vision of heaven 
were opening upon them. 

My life plunged after them down the dark 
cataract of cjeath, like deep waters suddenly 
falling into black and hidden chasms, I only 
desired to leap the whole distance, but could 
not. As I clasped the untenanted clay, and 
felt for the third time the " bitter mourning of 
a &ther for a child," all the loneliness of a 
home, once joyous with the merry ring of 
childhood voices, but now childless, came 
over me. For a moment, like the restive 
steed chafing beneath the bit, I struggled to 
burst away. Then, with overpowering force, 
came the reflection, it is vnth Omnipotent 
Power you have to do. I saw it was useless 
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to rebel. I yielded — ^I trust througli grace 
bestowed through riches of mercy upon one so 
unworthy. And for the first time in my life, 
with anything at all like a proportionate cor- 
respondence between the feeling and senti- 
ment, from the depths of my nature I said, 
" Not my will, but thine, O Lord, be done." 
I felt the power of the blessed truth, " The 
Lord reigns." I bowed my head in silent sub- 
mission. Job's words were my words — *' The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, 
blessed be the name of the Lord." 

This tranquilized my whole' nature, and set 
me to thinking aright. Although as yet I 
could not see the Lord's designs in His strokes, 
as I now see them, still I was persuaded they 
were wise and holy. I was far from a spirit 
of joyful acquiescence, yet I felt persuaded I 
would receive it. But beyond this I had 
every thing to learn of the uses and benefits 
of affliction, and knew not the happiness of 
" the man whom the Lord correcteth." I felt 
I had sinned dreadfully under my former 
trial. I felt there were instruction, sanctifica- 
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tion, and consolation resulting from affliction 
when blessed by the Holy Spirit, which I had 
not received. Humbly and earnestly I sought 
the guidance of the Spirit of Truth. Self- 
interrogatories came home with a new power 
to my heart. The religion of Jesus is true ; 
are you a possessor of it ? If you are a child 
of Q-od, why so sorely, so repeatedly smitten 
in so tender a part? Is this God's usual 
method of procedure with His children ? If 
so, why ? In answer to these interrogator- 
ies, no light came from the grave; neither 
any on earth that so regarded as to give con- 
solation. Is there then no light to cheer my 
darkened mind ? No truth to solve the per- 
plexities in which I am involved? No balm 
to soothe my wounded heart? No word to 
calm my troubled spirit ? 

After the death of my first-born I had taken 
the salvation of infants for granted, without 
any special thought or inquiry upon the sub- 
ject But now that all my children were 
gone, I thought much and deeply upon that 
question which agitates every bereaved parent. 
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My babes! Where are they? Are they 
saved? K so, how? Are they enjoying a 
conscious existence ? K so, where ? 



«(The nnrserj* shows thj |nctnred wall, 
Thy bat, thy bow, 
Thy doak and bonnet, dab and ball,— 
But where art tJiOuf^ 



They hare been taken from parents who 
tenderly loved and cherished them. Do they 
repose in a tenderer and more loving bosom ? 
Are they supported on a mightier arm ? Are 
they happy ? How are they employed ? Will 
we meet, will we know, will we love them 
again ? My aching heart, not satisfied with 
generalities, nor with its own answers, sought 
a solid and certain foundation, upon which its 
confidence that its own promptings were true 
might find a calm repose. 

Tears have passed since my first-bom was 
taken away. I have been in deep waters ; but 
the violence of the waves has subsided. My 
own experience testifies to the truth — "Now 
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no affliction seemetli to be joyous, but griev- 
ous: nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness unto them 
who are exercised thereby." My mind rests 
in immovable repose. light shines within. 
Comfort is enjoyed. My Master is more pre- 
cious, and His service a greater joy than in 
former times. All the dark spectres that 
haunted have disappeared ; and my heart joy- 
fully subscribes to the sentiments of the 
PsaUnist— " In faithfulness, O Lord, hast Thou 
afflicted me. It was good for me that I was 
afflicted. Blessed, for ever blessed, be the 
Lord, and let the Eock of my salvation be ex- 
alted," for the pity, the comfort, the love, and 
the truth which flow forth from His bosom for 
sorrowing, inquiring souls. 

" As in water face answereth to face, so does 
the heart of man to man." In the following 
pages my heart speaks. They relate its oper- 
ations and experiences — ^the way the Lord has 
led me along, the lessons I have learned in the 
school of sorrow. What He has taught me 
may be of some benefit to others. My sorrows 
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at least are but tbe echo of many a bereave- 
ment-cry. I now feel a deep sympathy with 
" those who weep." I am your brother in the 
companionship of grief. 

" IVe felt it all as thou art feeling now ; 
IVe listened to the short and struggling breath ; 
IVe seen the cherub eye grow dim in death ; 
Like thee, IVe veiled my head in speechless gloom; 
And laid my first-born in the silent tomb.'* 

And whilst the memory of departed infancy is 
fresh within the deep and holy love of parent- 
hood, I aspire to tbe distinguished privilege of 
being an instrument of instruction and com- 
fort to you. I would speak in, rather than to^ 
your heart Not as your master, but as a 
brother bereaved, would I talk to you by the 
way; awaken your recollections; and lead 
you nearer still to Him who is " the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life." The thoughts I suggest 
are such as have grown in my heiort under just 
such sufferings as you are now undergoing. 
They may do you good. I would rejoice more 
to learn that this little book had been made a 
blessing to some suffering child of humanity 
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than to bear away the highest literary honor. 
And if Gbd will grant me the high honor of 
being an almoner of His blessings to the 
"broken in heart," if he will permit me to 
bless Him for being "able to comfort them 
which are in any trouble by the comfort 
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of 
God," I will thankfully lay all the praise at 
the Eedeemer's feet. 

As I close this chapter, the shades of even- 
ing are gathering over the earth, and the 
memory of my children steals over me fresh as 
though they left me but yesterday. They are 
before me in all their beauty. "I can not 
make them dead." I see them as they sat by 
the fireside ; and amused themselves with 
their toys. The music of their voices still 
rings out in sweet, clear notes; and I still 
hear the pattering of their little feet upon the 
floor. I see them as they kneeled at their 
mother's knee, and hear them lisp, "Our 
Father." I see them as they lay upon their 
bed, and feel the warm kiss with which they 
5 



y Google 



60 SHADOW ON THE HEARTH. 

bid me, " Good night." They ate before me 
in all their beauty. I would not recall them 
if I could. They were my joy while living. 
Their death has been the occasion of greater 
joy. It has sobered my nature, and softened 
my heart. I bless God for giving; I bless 
Him in taking away. I bless Him for their 
happiness. I bless Him for my trials, with 
their salutary influences, and all their hallowed 
memories. 
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fig^t in iarbntss. 

" I saw a precious babe oonvolaed with pain; 
I marked the heaving of its little breast; 
I saw it wither, waste, and die. 
Say, has its spirit passed into the sky V* 

" It is only a habe /" was the heartless ie« 
sponse to the inquiry, " "Whose funeral ?" 
"Only a babel" The words grated on my 
soul. He, cold-hearted man, had no child, at 
least in heaven. He felt no sympathy, because 
he felt no loss. But if he could have entered 
into the hearts of the parents, he would, at 
least, have had pity. Their hearts were riven 
by the stroke. Nor could Death have in- 
flicted a keener blow, had they lost a child, 
prepared to die, of riper years. At such a 
time, an act of kindness, a word of sympathy, 
is like the music of an angel. A heartless 
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word is like a sword. Speak tenderly to, and 
of, the wounded heart God pity the mourn- 
ers 1 The busy world, intent upon its pur- 
suits, passes on, laughing at the folly of tears 
and regrets — ^for it is " only a babe I" What 
can its death affect on 'change ? But the rum- 
bling of the cold world's chariot, and its icy 
smiles in their tear-furrowed cheek, only make 
them weep the more for their loving treasures, 
their beautiAil treasures, torn from sorrowing 
hearts. To them how cutting, how cruel, the 
heartless response, " It is only a babe I" 

Many a parent can recall the touching lines 
of a heathen Other's heart : 

" Observing other houses 
Mourish with children, I grew fond of them, 
And wished to be a father. Had I known, 
Had I experienced what a father feels 
When of a child deprived, I had not Men 
Into my present woe. 

" Grief for my son, long rankling at my heart. 
Hath wasted all my strength. A greater grief 
Can mortals know, thro' all the various ills 
Of life than this, to see their children dead ?'' 

Or better, this which the bereaved, *' possessed 
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with Christian hopes/' but not in the exeroiie 
o£ Christian feith : 

" For, 01 to dry a parentis tears, 

Another babe may bloom ; 
But what remains on earth to him 

Whose last is in the tomb ? 
To think his child is blest above, 

To pray their parting brief— 
These, these may soothe^ but death alone, 

Can hecU a father's grie£" 

As already mentioned, my attention had 
been so much absorbed by the truth and real- 
ity of my desolateness, that I did not, could 
not, think clearly upon any subject. I only 
knew that the image of my children would 
soon fade away, and that their cold and color- 
less forms would decay. But though the body 
molders, the immortal spirit can not. Then, 
with intense interest, my mind revolved the 
inquiries, Does the promise of immortality gild 
an infant's tomb ? Is there sufficient warrant 
for faith to follow the young spirit within the 
veil ? Thousands of aching hearts seek a re- 
sponse. For unless the black clouds which 
hang heavilj and gloomily over the grave can 
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be dissipated, its darkness deepens into the 
midnight of despair. The world sheds uo 
light upon little graves ; nor does philosophy, 
nor any earth-born knowledge. 

Yet in my intercourse with bereaved parents, 
and I have seen many an in&nt die, and heard 
many a wail of anguish, I have never found 
one who did not believe that the infant dead 
are saved. I have known Christian parents 
who recogniaed this truth, or rather took it 
for granted ; but its significancy and consola- 
tion were not realized. It was an abstraction. 
Their children were " like olive plants around 
their tables." ITiey had no infant in heaven. 
I have seen them again after their homes had 
been desolated and their heart-strings had 
been torn. That stroke had changed their 
impressions. They believed, they felt that 
their babes were in glory. In the night of be- 
reavement and loneliness, just when most need- 
ed, the consolation of this doctrine strengthens 
the souL Even after the lapse of years have 
I seen the tear moisten the eye at the recollec* 
tion of tfie bitter night, and a smile chase that 
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tear away, because their babe amid angeb 
stands. I find this belief is not confined to 
Christians. All whose babes are snatched 
away, except a few of the most godless, who 
are utterly indifferent about the eternal well-- 
being of their children, either living or dead, 
believe they have gone to glory. The exist- 
ence of this belief, as widenspread, I had almost 
said as universal, in Christian lands, is un- 
doubted. It is just as true that this belief 
was not a part of either the ancient or modem 
heathen religions. Their epitaphs and sad 
elegies on the death of children, breathe no 
intimation of an in&nt's fiiture life. 

Here is a fact for whose existence we must 
account How has this belief grown up in 
the human heart? How happens it that it is 
most firmly held and warmly cherished where 
the religion of Jesus is the most flourishing 2 
What reason will explain the fact that idl 
Christian parents, when bereaved, cordially 
believe that all who depart this life in in&noy 
are saved? 

In support of the feet, volumes, have been 
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viitfcen on botli sides of the Atlantic. The 
Eev. Dr. Sraythe* gives a succinct history of 
ibis belief in successive ages; then his own 
belief Eev. Dr. Bethune,t in his delightful 
work, seeks to establish his position "that aU 
who die before they pass the tender age of 
in&ncy are saved by Christ." " He will com- 
pensate all my daughter's sorrows in that land 
where sorrow and sighing flee away. I will 
not renounce this sweet hope, which appears 
to me to be founded on the Scriptures, on the 
mercy of God, and on the exceedingly abun- 
dant grace of our Lord Jesus Christ."^ " I 
must express my firm conviction, founded, I 
think, on the testimony of the Divine Eecord, 
that all infimts, without exception, when they 
die, are introduced by the compassionate and 
Almighty Eedo^mer into heaven."§ "I can 
not believe that the infant flower which 90 
soon lies withered upon its stalk, is not trans- 
planted into those un&ding bowers where it 
will flourish in all the bloom and vigor of im- 

* Bereaved Parents Consoled, f Early Lost^ Early Saved, 
t Dr. Lawson. § Dr. A. Thompson. 
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mortality."* Such, now that I have lost all 
my children, is my belief I appeal to you, is 
not such yours, now that your little one has 
departed from your side ? 

K such belief were an error, would so many 
wise, judicious, pious persons of different evan- 
gelical churches cherish and boldly express it? 
Gould such a belief flourish in so many hearts 
where the clear, full light of the Gospel shines, 
if radically wrong? Could Christian con- 
sciousness find it the source of consolation 
peculiarly refreshing, while we sit beneath the 
cypress, and burden the air with the dirges of 
our grief? Could it be cherished as a living 
truth at a time so solemn ; when the heart is 
so sad, the grave so gloomy, and God so near ? 

The Holy Spirit is the Comforter of God's 
people. In seasons of darkness and distress 
He comes into the forlorn heart with light and 
joy. He fulfils this blessed office by bringing 
home to the heart '* the things of Christ" But 
while so sad, they feel that their little ones are 
happy. But would He allow them to find con- 

* Dr. Chalmera. 
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solation in an error at the very time when 
He is guiding them into the ftill truth ? Would 
He mock them at such a time with that which 
will end in bitter disappointment? No, no! 
The Christian ^/^eb that his separation from his 
child is not eternal. In a little while he will 
go to his departed ones. This expectation the 
wicked have not. They believe their babes 
are saved, but they have no hope of meeting 
them again. And the believer can have it 
only when the Spirit's voice whispers heaven- 
ly comfort in the soul. Admit it is but the 
echo to the desire of the oppressed nature. 
Then, would He whose office is to correct the 
errors of the understanding, and to purify the 
heart from all earthliness, allow such a senti- 
ment, if untrue, to flourish in the temple 
where His presence abides ? 

This cannot be supposed for a moment. 
The Holy Spirit would not thus trifle with 
the woxmded affections of G-od's suffering sons. 
He would, through the truth, by His gracious 
influences, eradicate the belief from their 
hearts, if it were felse. 
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Unbelieving parents, who weep over their 
dead, and think upon this subject, reason, and 
we think rightly, from the perfections of the 
Godhead, and the atonement of Christ, al- 
though with imperfect views, that their chil- 
dren cannot be lost. The Great, the Good 
God, would not, they say, call away their 
little babes, yet untainted with actual trans- 
gression, and let them perish. In their in- 
most being they find a response to the reason- 
ing of the mind. Their true humanity, 
influenced, I will allow, by the Gospel, will 
not permit an opposite conclusion. Wherever 
the light of the Gospel shines, there the heart 
of humanity sends up a voice full of hope — 
" The early dead are the early saved." 

Now how can this universal belief in Pro- 
testant^ countries, confined to no clime, limited 
to no sect, nor even to the church of God, be 
accounted for ? How comes it that bereaved 

* We say Protestant. It is their common belief The 
Ooandl of Trent teaches that *' in&nts, unless they be regen- 
erated by Gkxi, through (he grace of baptism, are begotten by 
their parents, believers, or unbelievers, to everlasting misery 
and perdition. 
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Christian parents grasp it with unhesitatiog 
tenacity — ^that it grows with their growth in 
grace, and strengthens with their strength in 
Divine life — being, as they are, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit? Is it not a 
strong inference that the doctrine of the sal- 
vation of "ALL INFANTS, WHETHER CHBIS- 
TLkN OR HEATHEN,"* who die in infiEuacy, is 
true ? Does it not render it highly probable 
that it is a part of that complete provision 
Ood has made for the fiill consolation of His 
people when they pass under the rod? 

The universality of this belief suggests one 
important lesson to the believer. In ordinary 
things, his views and feelings are different 
from those of the unbeliever. But in this 
season they can sympathize. Their bereave- 
ment is alike, and they are partakers of a sim- 
ilar sorrow. Their hope, in one feature, is 
alike. Each says, my child is with God. 
What a motive to repel all harshness of feel- 
ing, and to cultivate the sweet and tender 
sympathies of love. Your common loss 

♦ ZwiDgle. 
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makes you brethren in sorrow. His heart 
must be attracted towards you. He marks in 
it something genuine to suit his case. And 
if in love and pity you seek to exert a whole- 
some influence upon him, your words and 
prayers may result in making him a brother 
in aU the hopes of the Gospel. 

The fact we have mentioned leads us to in* 
quire, what say the Scriptures of Truth? 
Have this feeling and faith Bible ground to 
sustain them 7 We are in search of light to 
enlighten our darkness ; and, unless God has 
spoken, our faith must stand in " the wisdom 
of men," and be staggered by doubt, or ex- 
tinguished by despair, or be but credulity, 
which is superstition. 

I describe, I suppose, the operations of every 
bereaved heart when I mention the successive 
phases of my own feeling. When the stun- 
ning blow first falls, crushing beneath its 
resistless power, the brightest hopes and hap- 
piest charms of life, comes along with it the 
conviction, like a note of sweet music in the 
midst of the storm, that the child is safe 
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with Ohriflt. With unquestioning simplioily 
the heart receives and cherishes it. Only 
afterwards, when the storm has subsided, does 
any doubt arise. And doubt in every earnest 
mind leads to investigation. 

One thing is certain : No parent can have, 
in the case of dying infants, as in the case of 
adults prepared, that direct evidence of regen- 
eration which leaves no room for doubt. In- 
fents are not incapable of regeneration ; but 
they are incapable of exhibiting the evidences 
of its possession. They may be old enough 
to lisp the name of Jesus, but they cannot un- 
derstand the nature, fullness, power of His 
atonement, nor their need of Him. And it is 
equally certain that, unless saved in Christ, 
they cannot be saved at all. It follows from 
the nature and conditions of salvation, that 
our confidence in their safety cannot arise to 
the assurance of sense. It can only be the 
assurance of faitb. But if the foundation is 
sufficient, we can attain this assurance. 

In regard to the foundation, we cannot but 
believe, that so universal a belief could not 



y Google 



LiaHT IK DARKLESS. 68 

flourish in the Obristiaa coDScionsness, unless 
it were sustained by the Word of God. But 
when we open our Bible, we discover that in 
no one place is the doctrine distinctively an- 
nounced. To the inquiry, Why has it not 
been dogmatically affirmed? two answers may 
be given. 

Undoubtedly God had a wise reason for not 
giving an express revelation upon this subject 
But reflection suggests that revelation was 
written for those who could understand its doc- 
trines, obey its precepts, perform the duties it 
enjoins, and embrace the promises it contains. 
Consequently, it was written for adults, and 
is addressed to them. Their character, con- 
dition, and prospects are minutely pointed 
out. Hence in it we are to look for informa- 
tion in respect to infants, only in so far as 
they have a bearing upon the great burden of 
the Book — ^the education of our race. The 
very feet that nothing is revealed to the con- 
trary is a fair presumption that all are saved. 

Another reason is, that we must walk by 
" faith, not by sight." Faith is the confidence 
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in God's testimony. Its foundation is His 
Word. Hence it receives no doctrine not 
authorized by revelation. It seeks to reach, 
not pass beyond, what is written. This faith 
is not credulity. It is the energy of the sonl 
investigating, seizing, and embracing the 
truth — Whence is not obtained without strug- 
gles. This whole subject presents difficulties 
with which fidth must grapple. To have firm 
convictions we must investigate, reflect, and 
pray. There is not enough in the Bible to 
obviate the necessity of study. We cannot 
walk by sight There is enough, to him who 
prayerfully investigates, to enable an enlight- 
ened &ith to triumph over difficulties, and re- 
ceive the blessing conferred upon those who 
" have not seen, and yet have believed." In 
the concentrated blaze of the rays of light 
scattered through the Scriptures, every doubt 
will disappear. Difficulties will vanish. Heav- 
enly hope, holy joy, and a cheerful acquies- 
cence in the dispensations of God will revive 
and sustain our drooping hearts. With an 
enlightened and permanent irepoBe will our 
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hearts rest upon the cheenDg doctrine, that 
whilst our fistmily arks still toss on the stormy 
waters of a tempestuous world, our babes that 
have left us, passed quickly through this state 
of tribulation to the state of eternal joy. That 
they have been translated from the love of an 
earthly to the love of an Heavenly Parent— 
from that love which is the bliss of time to 
that love which is the rapture of eternity. 
The Q-ospel lifts up the mourner's downcast 
eyes, and whispers, *'<me ofyourjlockis safe in 
heaven" 



" He is not dead — the child of our aflbctions— 
But gone unto that school 
Where he no longer needs our poor proteotioo, 
And Christ Himself doth rule." 



It> too, sheds light on little graves. After 
we have understood its teachings, we can go 
with joy to the place where the little sleepers 
lie. It meets us at their tomb, and sings in 
our hearts these joyous words, " I am the Ees- 
urrection and the Life." The little mounds 
may recall the first alarm — the agony of sus- 
6* 
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pen8&— the grief of parting — ^the funeral, the 
burial, the return to the desolate home. The 
Gospel brightens the prospects in the future. 
Their little forms will spring from the dust, 
incorruptible and glorious. Death cannot 
always hold its prey. The mouldering dust 
is safely guarded by the Bedeemer, until He 
shall reconstruct it after the image of His own 
glorified body. 

Let us open our Bible, and listen to all the 
Lord our God will say. May the Holy Spirit 
guide us into the full truth. Then, amid the 
tears of grief, Jehovah's sunshine will rest 
upon the soul. We wiU enjoy the sweetness 
of our Father's smile. We will learn, more 
of the fullness of His love, and will bless our 
gracious Saviour, because by fistith we can see 
Qim embrace our babes, and smile upon the 
sinless immortals as they encircle His throne» 
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%\t €uttt. 

** Sin with its dreadful impresB marks oar raoe^ 
In ereiy form its ravages we traoe ; 
From earliest life to hoary age, 
The fell destroyer vents his fiercest rage: 
All, aU must die." 

By referring to Chapter IT, you will flee 
many questions which agitated my heart 
during the night of my first anguish. Among 
them this one : Why do infents die ? One 
half of the human family die before they 
reach their fifth year. Like dew-drops they 
sparkle; like them, they disaj^ari What 
finite mind can adequately conceive the intense 
suffering this mortality inflicts upon the hearts 
of human families I But though so transient 
their visit, no reflecting mind will say they 
w^re created in vain. The flower that &des 
in its early bloom, the bud that is broken ia 
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its beauly, the dew-drop that sparkles in the 
flower-cup, the evanescent rainbow — are they 
useless ? Do these, do all the transitory things 
of life answer no wise purpose ? Then the 
babe that lingers but for a day before it floats 
away to the pearly strand, had some mission to 
ftilfiU. Its brief life left an me&ceshle mark. 
The very sufferings its departure occasioned, 
ftdfilled some deep design. 

But their death. Death is one of the pro- 
foundest mysteries of nature ; the death of in- 
&nts the profoundest mystery of death. The 
only light we possess upon the subject is found 
in the Bible. There we read the general pro- 
position, '' It is appointed, unto all men once to 
die." From this decree there is no escape. No 
exception is made in &vor of youth, beauty, or 
blood. Every individual, &om the chUd an 
hour old to the man of a hundred years, w 
under the sentence of death. All must lie down 
in the grave. 

Some, seeking to be wise above what is 
written, and to prevent what transpires, main- 
tain that no infant ought to die. They teach 
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that God never created a babe to live only a 
few days or years — ^that all who are bom 
should live, casualties excepted, to a ripe old 
age. The inference is, that in the matter of 
their death God has no agency. The constant 
occurrence of the faxA they must account for. 
And in the solution they seek to extinguish 
the idea of the oven-uling providence of God. 
They tell you that the child is bom with her- 
editary disease— that life is so feeble that it 
can not counteract the diseased constitution en- 
tailed ; and hence xnust yield to the rapid 
decay of organized matter. The feet assigned 
may in^ perhaps, most cases, be a sufficient 
physical reason why an infant dies. Observa* 
tion modifies this general statement. Some 
babes with a constitution the most robust die* 
But if this solution were invariably true, they 
ought not. Others in whom the powers of life 
scarcely exert themselves, survive the perils of 
infancy and childhood, and live long enough 
to accomplish great good, or great evil in the 
world. But we inquire. Whence sprang this 
family constitution? Did not the All-wise 
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Creator, without consulting any of His crea- 
tures, without their consent or their knowledge, 
even before the creation of the original pair, 
ordain the hereditary system ? Did He not 
so constitute the human race that, in the divine 
administration of its successive generations, He 
could " visit the iniquities of the father upoli 
the children ?" And in this visitation, is not 
temporal death involved — as in the destruction 
of the cities of the Plain? In this visitation 
He has His eye upon the parent, as the orig- 
inal o£fender, and acts toward him as a Judge. 
To the child He acts as Lord. He will abun- 
dantly compensate it It is well, everlastingly 
well with it. In its death it is the parent that 
dies. '' For ns they languish, and for ua they 
die." To the parent its death may be an evi- 
dence of the divine displeasure against him for 
his sin. Now if God has so constituted the 
human family, when in His sovereign pleasure 
He sees best to fulfil this threatening, can He 
not so permit, arrange, or control events, that 
the child will be bom with a constitution so 
feeble, that it can not long survive ? 
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They saggest, as another solution of the fact, 
the negligence of the nurse, the unsldlfulness 
of the physician, the violence of the disease. 
These explanations may, in a modified sense, 
be accepted as so many means and instrument- 
alities by which God accomplishes His holy 
purposes. 

Undoubtedly, every loving parent desires 
his child to live, and will employ what he 
deems the best agencies for its recovery. And 
this is undoubtedly a Christian duty. Duty is 
ours ; results belong to God. And since we 
know not the issue, our duty clearly is, to use 
all proper means which parental feelings sug- 
gest, that our children may live. But if the 
appointed hour of death has come, nothing 
can keep it alive. And after it is dead, it is 
harsh, it is cruel, to wound the sensibilities 
of parents with the taunting accusation, " The 
child ought not to have died." Self-accusa- 
tions, almost always as unjust as they are bit- 
ter, inflict suffering sufficiently acute, without 
any additional pangs. 

But apart from this consideration, if any 
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one insist upon the above explanation as an 
exhaustive solution, the answer is at hand. 
How many children live despite parental neg- 
ligence, even cruelty ? How many live through 
the most unskilfiil treatment ? How many have 
physical strength sufficient to master the most 
violent attacks of disease, whilst others, under 
the most attentive nursing and skilful medical 
treatment, languish and die without any ap- 
parent cause ? The fact is, none can teU when 
an infent is born, whether it will survive ; if 
so, how long, or what amount of vitality it 
will possess. Medical skill and science have 
advanced — ^the appliances of physical com- 
fort are generally diflPiised — ^the average age 
of a generation has been increased — ^and if 
the amplest physical, beneficial means are all 
that is necessary to perpetuate life, then the 
ratio of deaths among in&nts should be de- 
creasing with advancing improvements. But 
the statistics of human life show that the ratio 
is as great as it was generations ago. And 
observation shows that death's doings in the 
world of infants are apparently as indiscrimin- 
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ate as of old. Or to speak more correctly, 
whilst to us it seems as if there was ho method 
in death's movements, to the great God who 
controls all events, there are method and 
meaning. At the exact time, and under the 
exact circumstances before designed. He, who 
ordains the flight and fall of the sparrow, who 
numbers our days, and who gave each infant 
immortal its being, wills its early death, and 
takes one while He leaves another, for the 
accomplishment of some wise and holy do* 
sign. 

In addition, we remark, that any explains 
tion of any of the phenomena of human life 
which does not consider the great moral law 
of the universe, and man's relation to it, must 
be defective. Man is an immortal being ; and 
every event of Providence connected with him 
has reference to his eternal well-being. Then 
any view of the death of infants which ignores 
this thought, must necessarily be imperfect. 

All physical laws must be subordinate to 
this supreme moral law. Both departments 

of law are subject to God*s control. ■.. Hence 

7 
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when it is His purpose to allow the latter full 
exercise, im impeded by the former, he can 
suspend the former in favor of the latter. As 
an illustration, a particular infant, according to 
the physical laws governing life and health, 
will reach manhood with a vigorous constitu- 
tion. But should this occur, some great pur- 
pose in regard to the parents or child, as the 
conversion of the parents to God, would feil 
of accomplishment. But His purposes fail 
not "My counsel shall stand." Therefore 
the laws of life and health, which are the infe- 
rior, yield to the law of salvation, which is 
the superior. 

This remark will appear clearer and stronger 
after a moment's reflection upon the singular 
character of the domestic constitution. It 
possesses both a civil and a sacred character. 
It evidently promotes the best interests of so- 
ciety. If all families were governed and edu- 
cated according to the scriptural principles 
given for their regulation, laws would not be 
needed for the government of men. But it 
was not originally instituted for this world 
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merely, or even chiefly. The great particular 
end for which it was firamed was a religious 
one — " that he might seek a godly seed." (See 
Mai. ii. 15.) The family compact then, though 
this may be forgotten or despised, has a direct 
reference to eternity. Thus it is constituted, 
and thus it will continue to the end of time. 
The father is the priest of the family as well as 
its head. And why ? why are instructions so 
fiill, so explicit, given? Why such wonder- 
ful promises for the faithful discharge of pa- 
rental duties ? Why such awful threatenings 
for their neglect? This is not the place to 
discuss these questions as they deserve. But 
the only answer we can give is the reflection 
to which we are led by the whole scope of 
Bible instruction upon the subject, that the 
family relation is sacred in its character, and 
has a direct and special reference to eternity. 

This being so, everything affecting the fiimily 
has some bearing upon that great end. Has 
the birth of an infent? Then also has its 
death. And whenever the latter event oc- 
curs, we may be perfectly sure that the great 
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moral law of the universe is in immediate 
operation for the parent's good — ^punishing, 
warning, reproving, purifying, or attracting 
towards the sky. And we are fully persuaded 
that if all parents looked aright at the subject^ 
instead of dismissing as soon as possible all 
sorrow, or of listening to idle and unphilo- 
sophical as well as unscriptural explanation 
of &ct, or of spending their time in unjust 
self-accusation, they and their surviving chil- 
dren would be greatly benefited by every 
"shadow which fells upon their hearth." 

These reflections remove some of the diffi- 
culties which invest our subject. Holy and 
benevolent purposes are accomplished. We 
assume as established, that, taken from the 
evil to come, they are wiser, holier, happier 
fer in heaven than they possibly could have 
been had their lives been prolonged even to 
three score years and ten. We admit that their 
dei^th, in a manner the most affecting, teaches 
lessons the most important That it may be 
for the punishment and correction of the sins 
of parents, or for their furtherance in salva- 
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tion. And that through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit it exerts a most salutary influence upon 
survivors. Still, the question forces itself 
upon us — Could not these ends be accom- 
plished without snatching such sweet blessings 
from a parent's fond embrace ? Yes ; for so 
fiir as man can judge, they have, in many 
cases, been accomplished. Why, then the 
question recurs, are tender babes called to un- 
dergo this appalling, this mysterious transi- 
tion? 

To this, answer might be given, that they 
are God's by the right of creation ; and may 
He not do what He will with His own ? In 
bestowing these precious giflfcs, which He 
might have withheld. He reserved His right 
to recall them whenever He pleased. And 
we should thank Him for granting and con- 
tinuing them, rather than reflect upon His 
love in calling them so early home. 

This might bs deemed a sufficient answerj 
did we not know that death invariably is the 
recompense of sin. '*The wages of sin is 
death." Sin deserves, earns death. The exist- 
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CDoe of death is an evidence of the existence of 
sin. The death of any one is evidence that 
that one is a sinner. "Death passed upon 
aU men, because that all have sinned." This 
aU embraces the whole human family. Con- 
sequently, when an infant dies, that text seems 
to declare that they are sinners, and that their 
death is in consequence of sin. 

This declaration, so appalling at any time, 
is fearfully so to the parent whilst suffering 
the first paroxysms of anguish from the loss of 
a child. Say you resolve the death into the 
energy of God's will. Still that will ever ex- 
erts itself according to entire rectitude. " He 
is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His 
works." Consequently, His righteousness 
must be seen in the death of my children. 
The conclusion sent back the blood to my 
heart. My darlings, who had never wronged 
any mortal, nor uttered an impious expres- 
sion, nor entertained a wrong thought against 
God ; who had always been obedient and lov- 
ing children, so far as light had dawned upon 
their minds — these joys of our hearts, sinners / 
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these little embodiments of innocence (see Jer. 
iL 84 and xix. 4) transgressors^ in such u 
manner as to be liable to death I The conclu- 
sion was oppressive. I tried to dismiss it from 
my mind; but the text— "so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned" — ^rang 
in mj ears. I tried to forget it, but could not. 
I sought shelter beneath the operation of phys- 
ical laws, the unskilfulness of the physician, 
and the violence of disease. But the reflections 
already penned removed every prop that sup- 
ported my frail refuge, brought it down, and 
left my soul entirely unprotected to grapple 
with the formidable text. 

I could not say with one suffering a similar 
sorrow, *• My G-od, what have I done against 
thee to deserve this at thy hands ?" For I 
could see the justice of God in the stroke as 
directed against me. I could see the righteous- 
ness of His throne in sweeping away with 
sudden destruction the man whose life is 
stained and blackened by crime. I could re- 
cognize His holiness in calling home Hig 
righteous servants to the enjoyment of their 
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revrard. Death to them is great gain, and 
" precious in the sight of the Lord." They 
still live. Their works follow them. Their 
influenoe still walks the earth, preaching the 
power and happiness of a life devoted to God. 
In all such cases, I could see the attributes 
of God shine forth illustriously. But where 
the righteousness, where the love of God in 
smiting down to the dust helpless innocenoy, 
as if it were sinful in His sight ? The expres- 
sion of a mother, whom the writer visited 
shortly after the spirit of her first-born had 
fled, occurred to my mind, and occurs to, per- 
haps lingers, in many a suflfering heart — " I 
formerly thbught God was just ; I can think 
so no more, now that He has taken away 
my innocent babe." O, the anguish of the 
conflict I I saw those young voyagers, their 
countenances radiant with smiles, their hearts 
filled with love, wrecked by the storm, and 
tossed by the billows upon the shore of eter- 
nity. Their cradles, couches of suffering ; and 
ihey, instead of enjoying balmy slumber, 
aflet being racked with torture, were crushed 
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beneath death's disastrous tread. And when 
they were gone, either to write " «n«€r" upon 
their brow, or exclaim, " O God, can these be 
Thy oflFspring? Then where Thy righteous- 
ness in permitting suffering so severe, and 
death, which Thou hast pronounced in Thy 
Word an evidence of ill-desert ?" My heart 
shrunk back from pronouncing God unholy. 
It shrunk equally fix)m pronouncing my chil* 
dren condemned. I wanted light. I prayed 
for light, that I might see the equity of the 
Divine administration in the death of my 
babes. 

" Curse God and die I" suggested the 
Tempter. " He who inflicts such evils upon 
you is not worthy of your confidence, still less 
of your regard, now that He has placed you 
in such a dilemma that you must either re- 
nounce your religion, or brand your dear de- 
parted as worthy of death." 

Upon my agitated mind no light dawned to 
relieve the difficulty ; and my sinful heart was 
ready to give way to feelings of murmuring 
and rebellion. But I could not renouncie my 
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GKhL I felt persuaded that He who had been 
so kind, so gracious a Bene&ctor to me during 
so many years, could not but be righteous ; 
and hence, do no unrighteous thing. 

By oft-repeated meditation, my text became 
familiar to my mind, so that I became able to 
gaze steadily and continuously upon its appal- 
ling truth. It occurred to me, that by prose- 
cuting the inquiries it suggested, a clue might 
be obtained by which I might unravel the 
icystery, so fer, at least, as would afford relief 
to my mind. 

Its phraseology (see Rom. v. 12, and vi. 
28 ; and Ezek. xviii. 4) clearly implies that a 
fundamental principle of the Divine govern- 
ment is, that where sin is not, death can not 
be. Over infents death reigns. They are not 
only exposed to its shafts, and liable at any 
moment to fall beneath its power, but do sink 
beneath its stroke. As a chastisement? But 
they can exercise no moral agency ; and are 
incapable of making any improvement of the 
&ct, either in the expectation or suffering of 
death. Besides, chastisement invariably pre* 
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supposes sin, and is an evidence of Divine dis- 
pleasure against it. So that this removes no 
difficulty. For if God be all-wise and loving, 
He would not chastise a child free from sin's 
taint. 

But death is spoken of in the Scriptures as 
the extreme and most terrible of all natural 
evils. The extremity of Christ's suffering is 
represented by His suffering "wwto deaiK^ 
(Phil. ii. 8). The greatest testimony of God's 
anger in this world is death, as in the case of 
Nahab and Abihu. And this calamity is often 
spoken of as, in a peculiar manner, the fruit of 
the guilt of sin (Exod. xxviii. 48 ; Lev. xxii. 
9). Even the heathen world conceived of 
death as, in a striking manner, an evidence of 
Divine vengeance (Acts xxviii. 4). And when 
we attentively study the appearance of our 
dead, God's displeasure is naturally suggested 
to the reflecting mind. The gloomy mani- 
festations attending it seem to be equivalent 
to awful frowns of God attending the stroke 
of His hand." 

This terrible calamity has come upon in&nts 
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in its most horrible forms. Not onlj have 
they been cast as sacrifices into the arms of 
fiery Moloch, and slain most cruelly by Herod, 
without Divine power interposing for their re- 
lief, but they have been involved in some of 
the most awful judgments that have ever been 
visited upon sinful man. They perished in 
the flood which swept away the world of the 
ungodly. They suflfered in the awful ven* 
geance of fire which consumed the guilty in- 
habitants of the cities of the Plain. They were 
not spared fix>m the desolating storm which 
almost exterminated the Canaanitish nations. 

Nor is this mode of procedure confined to 
heathen nations. In Ezek. ix. 1-10, command is 
given to destroy the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
because of their iniquity. An angel is directed 
to go through the city, and set a mark upon 
the forehead of those who had not partaken of 
its abominations. The destroying angels were 
forbidden to " come near any one upon whom 
was the mark." But infents were not marked, 
nor a word said of sparing them. On the con- 
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traiy, thej were expressly mentioned as among 
those devoted to destruction. 

And when at last Jerusalem saw the abom- 
ination of desolation," and those terrible cal- 
amities, first foretold bj Moses and afterwards 
bj Christ, came in all their crushing effects 
upon the city, infants perished in that feaifal 
overthrow. Then came to many a mother, as 
with anguish indescribable she saw her babes 
given up to the sword, the Saviour's word% 
"Behold, the days are coming in which they 
shall say. Blessed are the barren, and the womb 
that never bare, and the paps which never gave 
suck." Nor have they been exempt from 
those horrors which persecution has inflicted 
upon Christians because of their devotion to 
Gk)d. Milton has immortalized God's 

" Slaughtered saints, whose bones 
Lie scattered on the Alpine mountains cold i 

His "sheep"— 
Slain bj the bloody Piedmontese that rolled 
Mother with infant down the rocks." 

These are awful facts. I shudder as I write. 
And unless babes be in such a sense sinners, 
8 



y Google 



86 SHADOW ON THB HSABTH. 

that God's power is consistent with right- 
eousness in their death, they present our 
Heavenly Father in a most unamiable char- 
acter. There is, however, one fact more awful 
still — the mystery of Calvary. He that did 
not spare these infants, " spared not His own 
Son, but delivered EQm up for us all." As I 
stand by the cross, and in the study of the 
character of the sufferer, and His sufferings, 
learn that "God, from the pure energy of 
principle, gives Himself in the person of His 
Son, to die, rather than that His character 
shoidd be impugned,^' He appears to me 
sublimely great, and intensely holy. Dis- 
honoring as He pronounces death. He esteems 
it not so great an evil as dishonor; for He 
gave up His Son, the Mighty Maker, to die, 
rather than that His truth or justice should be 
compromised. And if, when the issue came, 
He should give up His well-Beloved Son, 
rather than that His law, which is the reflec- 
tion of His holiness, should be tarnished, or 
£sdl, what must be His. estimate of sin ? And 
if He puts " under tribute the whole resouicea 
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of the inviflible world — to impress us with the 
sacredness of right — ^to make us feel how 
awfxQ goodness is," surely there can be in 
Him no unrighteousness at all. He must be 
actively as well as essentially holy, and 
consequently holy in all His ways. The 
Judge of all the earth will do right 

Shut up to this conclusion, the inference 
was irresistible. " When were the righteous 
ever cut off? or, who ever perished being in* 
nocent ? God will not slay the righteous with 
the wicked." Then, since death is the right- 
eous penalty of sin, God, in inflicting it upon 
infants, must regard and treat them as sinners. 
From the Saviour's own words (Luke xviii. 
1, 5) we learn that the fact of their being in- 
volved in a common ruin with desperate trans- 
gressors, does not imply an equality of guilt 
But it does imply sin ; for without sin there 
can be no suffering. And had those who 
perished in the awful catastrophies alluded to 
been sinless. He who saved Noah, rescued 
Ijot, and delivered Bahab, had sufficient wis- 
dom and power to have interposed, even mi- 
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raculously, or their redemption fix)m the flood 
and the fire. 

With all these fects spread before jne, to 
what conclusion could I come. I was shut up 
to but one. I tried to close my eye to the 
truth so painful, so humiliating to my wounded 
aflfections, that my bright-eyed, loving and 
guileless ones, had been regarded by God as 
depraved, and justly amenable to the law as 
transgressors. For, if the reign of death over 
adults proves the reign of sin, then also the 
reign of death over infants proves over them 
the reign of sin. 

My God I how awful, how terrible is sin I 

This solution was quickly followed by 
another question. How have they sinned? 
Personally? Actually? Impossible. They 
were unconscious of their relation to God, and 
in the innocency of their first young dawn, 
incapable of wilfully offending Him. 

Eeasoning from observation, I could clearly 
infer that their nature was depraved. So far 
as we can perceive and learn from history, there 
is not a single instance of any one individual 
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perfectly firee from sin. The oniyersal preyal- 
lenoe of sin in all oountries, and in all varie- 
ties of situations, and under every measure of 
advantage, is decisive proof of a natural pro- 
pensity to sin. The uniformity is proof of the 
propensity. Then in the mechanism of an 
in&nt's being there must be a tendency to sin, 
a constitutional aptitude to evil, which is de- 
veloped as soon as their powers are sufficiently 
expanded, and an opportunity occurs. This 
tendency sufficiently accounts for the first ex- 
hibitions of conscious evil action in all who 
live long enough to manifest their natural dis- 
positions. And as we are suie that poison is 
in the fang of the adder that has just burst ita 
egg and then is killed, so " if the preventing 
strote of death cut off the infant from all pos- 
sibility of ever committing one act of iniquity, 
we are just as sure sin is in. its frame as if it 
had been developed in actual transgression."* 
But the feet that it possesses a depraved na- 
ture, shows that it is under the reign of spir- 

* Ohalmera. 
8* 
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itoal death, which carries temporal death in 
its train* And being possessed of a nature 
which is tainted, and in which are transmitted 
the elements of decay and dissolution, it is the 
same deadly virus which carries it off, whether 
it breathe its last in a week from its birth, or 
survive until it be bowed down with the 
weight of years. And consequently, if they 
die in their earliest years, it is evident it is not 
for any actual iniquity of their own, but be- 
cause they are connected with a race that 
must die because corrupted by sin ; and be- 
cause they have themselves received from the 
fountain head of the human family that moral 
infection which corrupts the whole species, 
and transmits, from generation to generation, 
the elements of destructibleness to all* the 
members of it. 

Though this satisfactorily accounted for the 
death of infants upon physiological grounds, 
which I could not deny, it did not sufficient- 
ly relieve my mind in regard to the Divine 
agency in the event. I saw that God teaches 
clearly in His holy "Word, that " where there 
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is no law there is no transgression." Bom. 
ir. 15. But "sin is the transgression of 
the law.'* 1 John, iii. 4 ; and " death is the 
wages of sin." It hence follows, that there 
can be no death where there is no transgres* 
sion of the law. Now the " visiting the in- 
iquities of the fathers upon the children" has 
direct reference to the father^ not the child. 
The child dies, not because of its sin, but be- 
cause of its father's guilt. 

But if, as in the preceding paragraph, we 
say the child dies because it belongs to a death- 
doomed race, then its death follows simply 
from its relation to that race. It is its misfor- 
tune, and from no fault. 

But, according to the established principle, 
it cannot die unless it be a sinner. And it is 
not so much the inheritance of a depraved 
nature, as guilt, either personal or imputed, 
that constitutes a man a sinner. Death is a 
penalty ; and, consequently, implies the viola- 
tion of law. God, being just, would hot pro- 
nounce judgment without trial, nor condem- 
nation without guilt, nor death without con- 
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demnation. And the very fact that our babes 
doffer the penalty, argues that they must have 
suffered a righteous condemnation after an im* 
partial trial. Manifestly they could not com- 
mit actaal sin^ undergo trial, and receive 
condemnation in their own persons. They 
were too young to commit the one or under- 
stand the other. 

This point being reached, one passage oc- 
curred to my mind which shed a flood of light 
upon the subject, and enabled me to see 
clearly, that according to the consitution of 
things,* God acted upon the principles of a 
righteous administration towards the babe it- 
self in taking away its life. " For, until the 
law, sin was in the world. But sin is not im- 
puted when there is no law. Nevertheless, 
death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over 

* I use this for want of a better phrase to express the 
federal headship of Adam. Although my attention was di- 
rected to it, and I often mused upon it in connection with the 
thoughts in this chapter, yet as it &Ils not within the scope 
of this work, it is not proper that the equity of the Divine 
administration in making a covenant with Adam, " not only 
for himself but for all his posterity," should be discussed. 
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ihem that had not sinned after the similitude of 
Adam's transgression, who is the figure of 
Him that was to come." Kom. v. 13, 14. 
The Apostle reasons backward from death to 
sin, and from sin to law. He states, that prior 
to the giving of the moral law death reigned 
universally and with supreme dominion. 
" Death reigned over all, even over them," 
&c. Then there must have been some law an- 
tecedent to the law of Moses, and more uni- 
versal. In the verse, two distinct classes of 
persons are mentioned. A general class, des- 
cribed by the " all," and a portion of that 
class distinguished from them by the word 
" evenJ^ From the fact that no positive law 
had been given from Adam to Moses, it is ev- 
ident that the all who died during that inter- 
val, died not because they had violated a 
positive command. And since the whole in- 
cludes the part, the '* portion died without 
violating a positive command. Consequently 
the distinction between the two classes cannot 
be this, that the one sinned like Adam, with 
the punishment of death before their eyes, and 
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the other sinned, not knowing the penalty. If 
the heathen (see Eom. i. 82), then every one 
that actually and knowingly violates the law, 
either writen upon the heart or upon the ta- 
bles of stone, commits sin, knowing that he 
deserves death. Thence it is clear that the 
distinction between the latter class and Adam 
must be found in " some other ground than 
which is common to the whole."* 

The word "«;m" implies that the latter 
class are persons that ought apparently to be 
excluded from the reign of sin and death. It 
further directs attention to the expression, 
" had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's 
transgression," as a reason why this supposi- 
tion might be entertained. It might be enter- 
tained because they did not sin in the ordy 
way in which they could sin " after the simili- 
tude of Adam's transgression." That is, re- 
membering the remarks already made, they 
did not sin personally^ actually^ hence, it might 
be supposed they would not die. The por- 
tion suffered the penalty, death, before, or 

* Hodge. 
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without being actoal offenders. They hence 
mnst be such as neither keep nor violate, be- 
cause not intelligent enough to know any law. 
To whom then can this " portion" apply ex- 
cept to infants who die before their feculties 
are so far unfolded, that they are capable of 
either knowing the law or committing sin ?♦ 

Now, if infants suffer death, which implies 
a violation of law, and yet are not actual trans- 
gressors, "it follows that they are regarded 
and treated as sinners on the ground of the 
disobedience of another.^f This sin must be 
imputed to them, and in such a manner that 
it is counted to them as theirs. For if the 
punishment be endured, the sin itself must be 
imputed as to its guilt ;:|: else we must say, that 
God punishes persons in no ways guilty. But 
this conclusion we can not admit when we re- 
member God's dealings with His own Son, 
which of themselves most plainly declare Him 
to be the righteous Governor of the world. 

♦ This remark does not exclude .idiots. Mental imbecQify 
releases from moral obligation. f Hodge. 

X We use the term to denote liability to punishment 
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But whose guilt is imputed? We neces- 
sarily proceed from generation to generation 
until we reach the great forefather of our race. 
Again we have recourse to the Bible to see 
whether it teaches that the guilt of Adam's 
sin imputed, is the cause of death. His pos- 
terity were in him virtually, as a natural root 
Were they in him representatively, as a cove- 
nant head? We read, "By one man sin en* 
traed into the world, and death by sin." " By 
tme man's oflfence, death reigned." *' Through 
the offence of one many are dead." "By the 
offence of one^ judgment came upon aJl men 
to condemnation." 

Why this constant and extraordinary em- 
phasis upon onet Why this constant attribiit- 
ing to one offence of oTie man, the condemna- 
tion which rests upon aUf Why, unless it be 
to teach us that in Adam all our infants die, 
because ia Adam they sinned. " Descending 
from him by ordinary generation, they sinned 
in him, and fell with him in his first transgres- 
sion." They were So represented in him that 
the full penal sanction of the law of works, 
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given to him, and extending to all his poa- 
teritj, fell upon them. They are born under 
a violated law; and exposed to all the penal 
evils pronounced in righteousness upon an 
apostate race. In the words of the able Ameri- 
can writer, Eichard Watson, " the fact of their 
being liable to death, a part of the penalty, is 
sufficient to show that they are born . under 
the whole malediction."** 

When I had reached this point, my mind 
was relieved. Although I can see only in 
parts, and hence not qualified to judge of the 
ways of God without seeing the whole, be- 
cause His administration embraces the whole ; 
yet what I could see, taught me that there was 
no injustice in God in taking away my babels. 
Painful and oppressive as it was to my nature, 
to say that the joys of my heart and home 
were involved in the guilt, and justly exposed 
to the punishment of Adam's transgression, 
how could I any longer doubt it when God's 
testimony of the fact was so clearly revealed? 

♦ Theo. Institutes, vol ii. p. 8. New York ed, 183S. 
9 
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I bowed my head in submission. '^ Rigliteoiis 
art thou, O God 1" 

Afflicted oompanion, these thoughts are not 
dragged up from the depths of a diseased 
mind, nor are they the engenderings of a cold 
and repulsive theology. I see no other way 
in which the death of infants can be reconciled 
with the justice of God except this good, old- 
fiishioned one. With my heart as the inter- 
preter, and my Bible as my guide, it is the 
position at which I arrived, and where my 
mind found repose. I saw that it was not 
God's injustice, but man's sin that had pro- 
cured my sorrow. It is sin's work that has 
caused your sadness. Painful as the contem- 
plation isy do not turn away from it as many 
do — ^not because it is not the truth, but be- 
cause it is painful and humiliating. Study it 
well, for it is really a part of the only true and 
stable foundation of hope in the salvation of 
infimts, both yours and mine. Far if (hey died 
not in Adam^ they can not be saved in Christ. 
If they are not sinners, they need not Christ as 
ft Bedeemer ; for where there is no sin, there 
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is no seed of redemption. And, so far as we 
know, the redemption of Christ does not reach 
and rescue from eternal death any who are not 
exposed to that death, in consequence of Adam^s 
sin. The grace of the second Adam saves 
none not lost by the offence of the first. But 
if not saved in Christ, they can not be saved at 
all "Neither is there salvation in any other. 
For there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved." 

Then, instead of railing against our Maker, 
who is " glorious in holiness," how profoundly 
thankful should we be, that, in Jesus, he has 
placed us and our babes beneath the reign of 
grace. 

Adam was the figure of Him that was to 
come. As Adam's sin was imputed to our 
babes to their death, so Christ's righteousness 
may be imputed unto them to their life. The 
fact which first suggests thoughts of deep sor- 
row, prepares the way for entrance into the 
palace of joy. " Where sin abounded, grace 
much more aboandis." " Wherefore, as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by 
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sin, and so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned : iherrfore^ as by the offence of 
one, judgment came upon all men to condemn- 
ation ; even, so by the righteomness of one^ the 
free gift came upon all men unto justi/ication of 
UfeJ^ In that wondrous redemption which 
Jesus has purchased by His blood, He has 
made such provision that God's justice, dis- 
played in taking away our babes, is more glo- 
riously vindicated and approved in their eter- 
nal salvation, by grace reigning through the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

This being so, we cheerfully receive a truth 
otherwise too intolerable to be borne, and 
now, that the Almighty Saviour hath pur- 
chased redemption from the original curse, and 
entire deliverance from native pollution, the 
only question that concerns us is, are our 
babes included in the " all men" upon whom 
the free gift comes unto justification of life ? 
If so, then we have the strongest assurance of 
faith, that our babes who died, because Adam 
sinned, Itve, and are everlastingly weU, because 
Jesus died I 
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"It is mm toitli t\t «|fil>." 

*' Room, gentle flowers! my child would paas to heaTen I 
You looked not for her yet, with your soft eyes. 
But lo, while you delay to let her forth, 

AngelB beyond stay for her ! — 

When spring 
Wakens its buds above thee, we will come, 
And standing by thy little grave will say, 
A child thfxt we have loved is gone to Aeoven, 
And hy this gate of flowers she has passed avHxyJ'* 

When I had reached the conclusions de- 
tailed in the last chapter, I found I could not 
base my hope of the eternal happiness of my 
babes upon either their innocency, or their 
works. Not upon the former; for, though 
free from actual sin, they were guilty, or tbey 
would not have died ; and they were depraved, 
or they were different from those spared to 
adult age — a supposition wholly impossible. 
Nor upon good works, for they had wrought 
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none such. Even if their salvation were pos- 
sible upon either condition, I saw it was not 
the heaven prepared for the redeemed. For 
there but one feeling animates every heart, 
and one song bursts from all lips, " Unto Him 
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His bhod — ^be glory and dominion forever." 

If then my babes are safe, it can be only 
through grace. With increased interest I 
studied every page of the Bible, to see what 
therein is revealed to give a well-founded 
hope that my darlings were breathing a more 
salubrious atmosphere than earth's. 

1 am a believer. Trying and painful as were 
the spiritual conflicts through which I had 
passed, outrageous as were the rebellion of the 
will and affections — both unexpected, because I 
was ignorant of mj'^ heart — ^yet I could do noth- 
ing else than hope in God. And to-day my 
trust in God is stronger than ever. Before my 
babes were taken away, I was humbly trying 
to train them up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord. But now that they are 
gone, I feel that, imperfect as was the attempt, 



y Google 



108 

asd weak as was my fiiitb, thej were sin- 
cere. 

This feet suggested the inquiry, "Have I 
any reason to expect that my children, as the 
oflfepring of believers, and as dedicated to Gtod 
in infancy, are safe ?" 

Are the children of believers, dying in in- 
fancy, redeemed from eternal death? I an- 
swer, yes. But if these, then all dying in 
infancy are saved. 

Sorrow-stricken mourner I I hope that 
long since you experienced the peace of God, 
in being justified in the acceptance of grace, 
through the righteousness of Jesus Christ His 
Son. If so, as a believer, have you been 
chastened. And the fact that bereavement 
has fallen upon you within the limits of the 
covenant, ''well ordered in all things and 
sure," should be the source of profound grati- 
tude to God. The child of your aflfection was 
a child of the covenant, and an heir of the 
promise. God, " who is rich in mercy," was 
most graciously pleased to include it in that 
covenant into which He entered with you, 
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when you gave yourself to Him. And firom 
what He has Himself declared, you may most 
assuredly know that the child you loved with 
unselfish tenderness, has been securely housed 
from suffering, sorrow and sin. Look up, and 
find a joy more than compensating your sor- 
row, in its assumption to the bosom of God. 

But whether you be a believer or not — 
whether or no you ever meet it again — ^your 
child is safe. The blessed Gospel authenti- 
cates the earnest hope, satisfies the deep desire 
of wounded affection. It alone explains the 
death, and it alone declares the life of the 
early dead. Its light dissipates doubt^ and 
spans the saddened heart and little graves 
with the rainbow of promise. It teaches that 
each little babe is sacred to God. It declares 
that when it dies, the same loving-kindness 
which guarded its cradle helplessness, has 
shielded it forever from the touch of the 
spoiler within the walls of eternal salvation. 
It assures us that the little grave is but a 
" cradle where, in the quiet motions of the 
globe, Jesus rocks His sleeping child. By-and- 
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by He will come and wake it firom its dam- 
bers, and, in the arms of angels, will translate 
its perfectly purified self to the skies." 

O now, I beseech jou, as you read these 
pages, ponder upon the solemn message God 
sends to you from your child in glory ; and 
give your heart to its Saviour, that you may 
live with it in heaven. 

1. Our first reason for believing in this con- 
solatory truth is derived from the covenant 

GOD MADE WITH ABRAHAM. 

"When Gk)d created human nature, He gave 
it a family organization. Man at that time 
was holy. And since like begets like, had 
man continued holy, all his descendants would 
have been a holy seed. The family relation 
being established for the perpetuation and 
development of a holy race, was a rdigious 
institution. It was the firstj and had not sin 
entered, destroying the beautiful arrangement 
of God, it would have been the only religious 
institution. The church, with all provisions 
. of mercy, was erected on the ruins of the fall. 
Evidentiy, then, the family institution origin- 
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ally implied that childrea were to be the re- 
cipients and perpetuators of the religions 
blessings of parents. 

The Ml so far affected this relation that the 
blessings guaranteed were arrested. Now in- 
stead of ofi&pring being born with a sinless 
nature, and heirs and recipients of a sinless 
life, it comes into the world with a depraved 
nature, and heirs of a life of suffering. Adam, 
as a sinner, begat a son in his own likeness, 
and since his day, all have been begotten in 
the same image. Sin, not holiness, is trans- 
mitted by ordinary generation. "Behold I 
was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my 
mother conceive me." Ps. li. 5.* 

K in any case, or in any way, blessings now 
descend from parent to child, it must be 
through a relation instituted since that first 
great disaster to our race. But such a rela- 
tion has been instituted. The church was 
erected for the recovery of man. But in that 
compact which gave it a visible organization, 

* Nor IS thifly as some would have us belieye, the " theol- 
ogf of the IMiiiga^" but a fbnd«nental>bel in theology. 
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children were iacluded along with parents. 
God was most graciously pleased to incorpo- 
rate the &mi]j institution, with all its feelings, 
responsibilities, and privileges, into the church. 

This was plainly true under the old dispensa- 
tion, from the covenant God made with Abra- 
ham. A most striking and beautiful climax 
is exhibited in God's dealings with him, in re- 
gard to this covenant. First by promise he 
confirms blessings to Abraham and his seed.* 
Secondly, the promised blessings are confirm- 
ed by covmanLf Thirdly, the covenanted 
blessings are confirmed by annexing the token 
of circumcision — a sign to Abraham that God 
would faithfully fulfil his promise, and that 
he must feithfuUy fulfil his obligations.^ And 
fourthly, it is confirmed by the oath of God.§ 
Whatsoever, and to whomsoever blessings are 
promised, in this covenant, they wUI as cer- 
tainly be accomplished, as that the oath of 
God can not fail. 

This covenant, in its essential features, has 

♦ Gen. xii 1-3. f ^^ ^^' ^^ 

t GexL xTil 10. % Gea xxS. 16. 
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never been abolished. CJonsequently all per- 
sons and blessings included in it then, are in- 
cluded in it now. 

The perpetuity of this covenant is determin- 
ed by the Apostle Paul : " The covenant that 
was confirmed before of Qod in Christ." How 
significant the expression, "in Christ" — the 
law which was four hundred and thirty years 
after can not disannul* The law given to 
Moses could not abrogate the covenant made 
to Abraham. It would still be binding ac- 
cording to its original intention. The Lord 
God would feel himself under the most solemn 
obligation to fulfil every promise given in it 
to Abraham. But if not abrogated by the 
law, was it by Christ ? Answer : " The Scrip- 
ture, foreseeing that God would justify the 
heathen through £edth, preached before the 
•Gospel unto Abraham, saying, * In thee shall 
all nations be blessed.' "f Oneof the things 
promised was redemption ; and this in such a 
manner, ^^that Ae blessing of Abraham might 

♦ Gai iil It. * t Q«L 21 8. 
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come on the Gentiles through Jesus OhristJ^ 
"Therefore, they which are of faith, the 
same are the children of Abraham.^^ f In 
what sense is he "the &ther of all them 
that believe?" Paul answeis, "Therefore it 
{i e. the promise, see ver. 14,) is of faith, that 
it might be of grace; to the end that the 
promise might be sure to aU the seed: not to 
that only which is of the law, {i e. Jews, see 
Acts X. 45,) but to that also which is of the 
faith of Abraham, {i. e. Gentiles — ^Abraham was 
justified before he was circumcised, see vv. 9- 
12,) who is the father of us all.":|: He is the 
father of believers because they, like him, are 
heirs of tiie promise made to him. "If ye be 
Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs 
according to the promisey^ Hence we infer 
that the covenant, although primarily it had 
regard to the church under the Jewish dis- 
pensation, comprehended the church under 
the Christian ; or, iu other words, establiBhea 
the identity of the church in all ages. The 

♦ GaL iii xiv. t GaL iii. 8. 

% Rom. iv. 16. S ^^' "i* 29. 

10 
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Christian was not a new diurcb, but an ingraft- 
ing into the old. This ingrafting of the Gen- 
tiles is most beautifully symbolized by the 
Apostle: "Thou (the Gentiles) being a wild 
olive tree, wert grafted in among them, (the 
good olive tree) and with them partakest of 
the root and fatness of the olive tree."** 

Other passages might be quoted, and many 
considerations advanced, in support of the pro- 
position. But as we are not discussing this 
question, and allude to it only in so far as it 
pertains to our subject, we forbear. From the 
passages mentioned, however, we, without any 
doubt, conclude that the covenant made with 
Abraham, and confirmed in and by Christ, is 
still in operation ; and, consequently, that the 
blessings therein assured are still bestowed 
upon all of Abraham's spiritual seed. 

Let us now look at the covenant itself. 
Both temporal and spiritual blessings are com- 
prehended in it. Of the latter, the most pro- 
minent blessing promised was the Messiah, 
with all the riches of His salvation. " In Thee 

♦ Rom. xl. 11. 
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shall all nations of the earth be blessed." That 
stipulation has been most faithfully fulfilled. 
Christ has come, bringing incalculable benefits 
to men. And through Him, Abraham's spir- 
itual seed has been perpetuated fix>m age to 
age, according to the promise — " I will estab- 
lish my covenant between me and thee, and 
thy seed after thee, in their generations, for an 
everlasting covenant^ to be a Gh>d to thee, and to 
thy seed after thee." 

Another stipulation is, " I will be a God to 
thee, and to thy seed after theej^ 

Now the latter phrase must refer to Abra- 
ham's descendants, in the line of promise (see 
Gen. xvii. 19), when children, as well as 
when adults. Else, why in token of this cov- 
enant was tiie sacrament of circumcision to be 
engraven on the flesh of every male when 
eight days old. But if, as we have attempted 
to show, this covenant is in operation now ; 
and if the expressioa has any meaning now, 
then, undoubtedly, it must refer to the children 
of believers in their earlier years. The former 
phrase, " I will be a God to thee," has a direct 
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reference to believers ; the latter, " and to thy 
seed after thee," to the oflFspring of believers. 
Let a single quotation suffice : " As for me, 
this is my covenant with them, saith the Lord ; 
my Spirit that is upon thee, and my words 
that I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart 
out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy 
seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, 
saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever." 
" They shall not labor in vain." Why? Not-, 
ice the distinction between, yet close connec- 
tion of, the persons mentioned in the reason — 
" For they are the seed of the blessed of the 
Lord, and their offspring with them,^'* 

Upon the former of these passages, Dr. J. 
A. Alexander, in his commentary, remarks, 
''The discourse is turned to Israel himself as 
the ideal representative of his descendants, 
considered ... as a church, and therefore in- 
cluding proselytes as well as natives, Gentiles 
as well as Jews." ... "To this great body, 
considered as the Israel of Grod, the promise 
now before us is addressed." 

♦ Isaiah lix. 21 : and hcv. 23. 
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One thing is sure : these promises relate to 
the people of God in covenant with Him. 
They refer to the people of God in Go«pel 
times. They expressly mention the offspring 
of God's people as the recipients of blessings. 
Are we not warranted in saying, that God 
does specially regard the seed of those who are 
in covenant with Him? And if they are 
comprehended in the covenant.^ then, its bless- 
ings have regard to the infant as well as the 
adult persons embraced within it. 

This being established, we inquire what are 
these blessings which infants in this covenant 
enjoy ? We answer, every thing compre- 
hended in the expression, '* IwiU he a Ood to 
thy seed after thee." Is the phrase, " I will 
be a God to thee," a pledge to the believer of 
the eternal favor and friendship of God? 
Then, on what philological principle can the 
phrase be understood to import less when the 
sentence is continued by adding, " And to thy 
seed?" Manifestly, the fullness and signifi- 
cancy of the expression are the same in both 

clauses. The first clause is absolute. If the 
10* 
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second is not, the only supposable condition is, 
" I will be their (* the offspringV) God, pro- 
vided they believe, repent, and obey." But 
this supposition deprives the phrase of any 
meaning at all o^ a special promise to believing 
parents. Hence, since the promise is given 
only to such, the supposition can not be true. 
It is an undoubted truth that God will be the 
God not only of the seed of the godly, but of 
the seed of the ungodly, and of the ungodly 
themselvas, provided they believe and obey. 
On Grod's part it is absolute. His design in 
incorporating the family institution into the 
Church, He expressly informs us, is that " Ac 
might seek a godly seed^ And in fulfilment 
of this pledge, has He from age to Bge perpe- 
tuated His Church from the offspring of be- 
lievers. 

Now if this covenant was the organization 
of the visible church, and if its provisions ex- 
tended to the oflfepring of believers, then, and 
it has never been abolished, their birth-right 
privilege is within the covenant of grace. 
Though their birth is according to a law of 
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natore, and thougli they are " by nature chfl- 
dren of wrath even as others,'* nevertheless, in 
virtue of their union with believers — ^being in 
them when they give themselves away, and 
descended from them — God has been most 
graciously pleased to include them within the 
covenant of grace. On the ground of Good's 
covenanted promise, it is as much in accord* 
ance with His promise that the children of 
His people should be His also, as that the 
branches of the olive-tree should bring forth 
fruit like that of the parent stock. Some 
of the branches may be cut off because of bar- 
renness, and others may be grafted in, but the 
natural order remains the same. 

The very least that can be said is, that the 
"seed," having their birth in the visible 
church, are heirs to its provisions and prom- 
ises. Now, why has God placed them in the 
visible Christian household?* Is it the inten- 
tion of the promise that they shall remain in 
it ? This we cannot doubt, for any other sup- 
position would charge God with fickleness. 

♦ But see Acts xL 14 and xvi. 16. 
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Besides, G-od's intentf.on is shown in its re- 
sults. The fact that children are blessed in 
their parents "is breathed in the first promise 
to Adam, shines out in the bow of Ararat, fills 
the starry page of the father of the faithful, is 
seen amid the fire and smoke of Sinai, is in- 
scribed on the bloody lintel of Egypt, and ap- 
pears in the Pascal supper." " It is learned 
£ix)m the fulfilled prediction on the day of 
Pentecost, from the baptism of the jailer and 
all his house, and from the whole organization 
of the church. It looms up more or less dis- 
tinctly in almost every leaf of the inspired 
volume, and sheds its reviving influence upon 
hearts which, but for its encouragement, would 
be overwhelmed with despondency." It is a 
precious truth, these are "words, whereby 
thou and all thy house shall be saved." 

Facts further show that piety descends fix>m 
father to son. The parental relation is a 
golden pipe, through which the waters of sal- 
vation are conveyed to coming generations. 
How beautifully did piety flow in the channel 
of Abraham's descendants, " I call to re- 
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membrance (writes Paul to Timothy) the un- 
feigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first 
in thy grandmother, Lois, and thy mother^ 
Eunice ; and I am persuaded that in thee also." 
The history of the church most clearly shows 
that it is chiefly from families flowing down 
from a pious ancestry, that God takes His sons 
and daughters. Whole families may be point- 
ed out where piety has descended from gen- 
eration to generation. " They that have seen 
them have acknowledged them, that they are 
the seed that the Lord has blessed." 

Hence we say that facts show that Q-od's in- 
tention in placing the "seed in the church 
was, that they should remain in it." 

We ask again. Does He intend that they 
shall remain in it unchanged? That He 
should, is inconsistent with His character, and 
the statements of His Word. We are fer 
from advocating the pernicious error of hered^ 
Uary grace. Infants, by their natural birth, 
have not spiritual life, but inherit a corrupted 
nature, and, consequently, af e not qualified to 
enjoy the favor and friendship of Q-od. They 
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need, and before they can enjoy this favor, 
must receive regenerating grace. 

But the promise most certainly implies that 
Gbd most graciously grants to Christian par- 
ents the strongest assurance that if theyfaitk- 
jnUy and JuUy discharge their obligations^ He 
will, according to His promise, fulfil His part 
of the covenant, and bestow this graca He 
will prepare the soil, and where the " incor- 
ruptible seed" is soum in faith and prayer upon 
this soil, it must spring up, and produce im- 
mortal fruit. Its growth may be slow, and 
years may elapse before fruit appears. But it 
must appear. The eternal God hath spoken 
it in such a manner as to leave no room for 
doubt. So that it is true in the parental as in 
the parochial relation, that " he that goeth 
forth weeping, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again with rgoicing, bringing 
his sheaves with him." And if no firuit is 
brought forth, the irresistible conclusion is, 
that the ground has not been broken up, and 
niellowed, and prepared; the seed has not 
been properly sown ; or thorns have been al-^ 
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lowed to absorb the strength of the soil, and 
to choke the seed. 

To this spiritual development, native cor- 
ruption is an obstacle ; but it is not an obstacle 
which God can not overcome. So far as hu- 
man exertion is concerned, this depravity is 
most effectually subdued by early religious 
training. And so far as the divine, God is not 
only ready to bless the exertions of His peo- 
ple, when they labor for the salvation of others, 
but, ftirther, in fulfilment of His covenant pro- 
mise, He can and will 'remove the obstacle bj 
changing their hearts. 

As to the time of this change, it is wrong to 
limit the Holy One of Israel, "who worketh 
when and where^and how He pleaseth," to thai 
time andmode ofrenemng the sotdtuhich involves 
a marked and known era of a radical and oonr 
scums diange. The only proper evidences of a- 
work of the Spirit, are the fruits of the Spirit 
in all holy dispositions and conduct. When 
these are apparent, there is credible proof of 
regeneration. Now, has not the Spirit sancti- 
fied some from the wombt Has He not oui. 
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of the mouths of habea and sv/Mings perfected 
praise? Have not others, thTough His grace, 
from childhood known the Scriptures in a sav- 
ing sense ? Why then so limit the Holy One 
as tp say that He can not now, in accomplish- 
ment of His promise, regenerate the oflfepring 
of believers, while as yet they receive instruc- 
tion by their mother's knee ? It is stated as 
an ascertained fact, that as many as nine out 
often among the Moravian Christians have no 
knowledge of the time when they entered upon 
the Christian life. And it is related of the 
pious Baxter, "that he was long perplexed 
with suspicions that his piety was only his 
education, because he could remember no time 
when he began to exercise right feelings. His 
difficulties were removed by the discovery, 
*that religious education, properly imparted, 
is an ordinary way for the conveyance of Q-od's 
grace ; and ought no more to be set in opposi- 
tion to the Spirit, than the preaching of the 
Word.' " " Of those who grow up (the writer 
is speaking of the children of God's people), a 
large proportion, even under the most inade- 
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quate nurture, and the most unpropitious 
modes of thinking on the subject, ultimately 
(and for the most part in early life), give such 
evidence of piety, that they are admitted to 
the Lord's supper on a credible profession."* 
We therefore conclude, from the opportunities 
and instrumentalities G-od has afforded parents, 
and the duties He enjoins, backed as they are 
by the amplest promises of success in the feith- 
fiil employment of the one, and discharge of 
the other; from the covenant God has insti- 
tuted ; and from fiicts, that believers have the 
strongest grounds of hope that their children, 
if spared and trained aright, will believe— will 
be qualified early for the enjoyment of the fe- 
ver and friendship of God. 

Before noticing the connection between this 
argument and our subject, one other passage 

* Bib. Bep., Jan. 1857, page 26. 

The cases of Aaron and Samuel's sons, do not militate 
against this argument ; for the Scriptures give us no inform- 
ation in regard to their training. Besides, it is a general law 
of God's providential and gracious dealings which may have 
exceptions. God does not give up in this matter His sover- 
eignty. 

11 
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must be considered: "For the unbelieving 
husband is sanctified by the wife, and the uu- 
beUeving wife is sanctified by the husband; 
else were your children unclean, but now are 
they holy."* 

In the preceding verse the Apostle lays 
down the principle, that when one party in a 
marriage contract becomes Christian, that 
party must not repudiate the other because 
heathen. And to show that there is nothing 
unholy in such a connection, he remarks in 
the first clause of the 14th verse, that the un- 
believing party is sanctified by the believing. 
And in proof of this remark, declares that 
thdr children were holy. 

Two questions would occur to the believer. 
(a) In what light am I to regard my unbeliev- 
ing partner? (&) In what light am I to re- 
gard my children 7 The latter only as per- 
tinent to our subject will we notice. 

The very form of the Apostle's statement 
iaplies that that church had been instructed 
to T^s^rd, children as comprehended witlk be- 

• 1 Cor. vii 14. 
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lieving parents iu the covenant. For, if no 
children aie included, what perplexity could 
have arisen ? If the children of both believ- 
ing parents are not included, the children of 
one believing parent undoubtedly are not. 
But the very fiict that the former were, would 
start in the heart of the parent dedicated to 
God (for a tender solicitude for o£&pring is an 
invariable effect of grace) the anxious inquiry, 
does my consecration to God place my chil- 
dren within, or the unbelief of my partner 
without the boundary of the covenant ? Or,, 
do they belong partly to the world, partly to 
the church ? Or wholly to neither ? 

The Apostle answers, as the children of 
both, so the children of one believing parent 
are holy. 

What does the Apostle teach in this ex^ 
pression ? That the children are legitimate ? 
But the Bible and common sense both teach 
the legitimacy of children does not depend 
upon grace ; nor could it have been deter- 
mined by the feet that one party had become 
Christian. Piety does not validate ; impieti^ 
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cannot invalidate the marriage relation. Be- 
sides, the word dyiog, in not one (unless it be 
tins) of more than five hundred passages in 
which the word is used, has this signification. 
Tvriaiogj the proper word, according to Greek 
usage, to signify legitimacy, is used by the 
Apostle elsewhere to express this idea. Why, 
if legitimacy is the idea he intended to con- 
vey in this place, did not the Apostle use this 
word instead of one which, in the Hebrew 
language, almost invariably has a different 
signification? This, then, cannot be the 
Apostle's idea. 

Nor can he intend to teach that these chil- 
dren possess inherent, internal, personal holi- 
ness. This would be contrary to the whole 
scope of Scripture, and to his own statements 
elsewhere so clearly expressed. 

The signification of the word holy, itself will 
point it out. Although it has a variety of 
signification in the Scriptures, the fundamen- 
tal one is separation. From this fundamental 
idea springs the two general senses in which it 
is eommonly used : (a) consecration ; (b) purity. 
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By consecration to God, things become holy, 
t. c, they are separated from a common to a 
sacred use (see 1 Tim. iv. 5). In this sense 
the word is the predicate of places, as the 
tabernacle, the temple, Jerusalem ; of things, 
as the various contents of the temple ; and of 
persons, without respect to their moral char- 
acter, as the first-bom male, the whole Jewish 
nation.* Because separated to God's service, 
they were called consecrated, holy. Persons 
and things not thus consecrated, were called 
unholy, or unclean (Acts, x. 15). 

From this primary sense of unreserved and 
exclusive devotement to God, the idea of in- 
ward sanctity, or holiness in the ordinary 
theological sense, originated.f The best was 
not only claimed by God, and to be given to 
Him, but it was to be separated from the rest, 
and, as a consecrated gift, was to be kept free 
from every unhallowed stain and debasement. 

When now an unbeliever acknowledges the 

claims of God, and yields up to Him through 

His Son, his first act is to separate from the 

♦ Hodge on Romans. f Eadie. 

11* 
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world by a public consecration of himself to 
God. When this is done, he is holy in the 
original sense of the word ; i. e., separated. 
Through this unfeigned and hearty consecra- 
tion of himself, following as it does union with 
Christ by faith, a near relation to God is 
obtained, and personal holiness is acquired. 
The consciousness of hearty self-consecration 
has an invariable and invincible tendency to 
deepen and strengthen internal piety, or holi- 
ness, in the ordinary use of the word. En- 
riched daily by grace, he becomes more and 
more separated from every thing that defileth, 
until he becomes at last perfectly pure. 

This consecration necessarily implies a cov- 
enant relation, and involves all the privileges 
and blessings of this relation. 

One of these privileges was, that their chil- 
dren were included in this covenant. As al- 
ready shown, they could not be holy in the 
second sense of the word, i. e., pure ; hence, 
must be in the first general sense, i. e., conse- 
crated to God. God claims them as His own 
by reason of their birth within the covenant. 
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Thej are regarded in their parents as conse- 
crated to God, and are, by them, dedicated to 
God. 

The term ^^unclean," in the Jewish sense, 
signifies that which is without the sacred en- 
closure. Hence the term " holy" distinguishes 
those within and consecrated, from those with- 
out and not consecrated to God. See Bom, 
xi. 16. Among the Jews, the children of 
half-Jewish marriages were regarded and treat- 
ed as true Jews ; the good being rightly con- 
sidered as stronger than the evil.* See also 
Acts xvi. 1-8, where it is said that Timothy, 
whose father was a Greek, was circumcised. 
Compare 1 Cor. x. 1-13. Then children bom 
of one or both believing parents, are within 
the covenant boundary. On their behalf has 
God given exceeding great and precious prom- 
ises ; to them secured a knowledge of the way 
of life. They are under the power of heaven- 
granted influences ; enjoy peculiar advanta- 
ges ; and have afforded them many powerful 
inducements to facilitate their personal conse- 

* Olshaaaen, in loco. 
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oration to God. And, when parents fulfil 
their conditions, in the ordinary course of His 
providence, God conveys His covenanted 
blessings. Born unto God in Zion, they take 
upon themselves the vows their parents took 
for them ; and during life, by a walk of holi- 
ness, through the inworking Spirit, they ex- 
hibit the unfeigned faith that dwelt in their 
parents, as evidence that they too are sons and 
daughters of the Lord God Almighty. 

We are now prepared to understand the 
bearing of this discussion upon our subject. 

We have shown that children of believers, 
are, in respect to their birth, by virtue of 
Gk)d's revealed covenant to be their God, 
within the limits of the covenant of grace. 

We have shown that God's promise gives 
to believing parents the strongest assurance, 
that if they are faithful, He, in the ordinary 
course of His Providence, will, by the influ- 
ences of His grace, continue their children 
therein. 

We have shown, that before they reach the 
years x>t accountability, they are sacred to God, 
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and consecrated to Him. They are the 
Lobd's. " Thou didst take thy sons and thy 
daughters whom thou barest TO me, and hast 
sacrificed them to be devoured . . . that thou 
shouldst have slain my children." Mine, 
not only by the right of creation and preser- 
vation, but also because they had been bom 
under My covenant with Abraham, and bore 
the token of that covenanfupon their flesh.* 
Now, being within the boundaries of the 
covenant of grace, and God having sworn to 
so perpetuate the blessings of salvation and 
place them within their reach, that, parents 
being fiiithful, they cannot feil of them with- 
out first neglecting their opportunities, and 
disowning their birth-right ; it necessarily fol- 
lows that, unless one or both of the latter 
things occur, they will always continue therem. 
But when they die in infancy, they cannot 
cast themselves out by positive sin and rebel- 
lion. Being God's children. He assuredly will 
not oast them out. But the phrase, " I will 

* Ez. zvi 20, 21. I am glad- to find that the same hiter- 
preCatioii is giyenby Dr. SUrbaim in his Exposition. 
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be a God to thy seed," is a pledge of the eier^ 
nal favor and friendship of God. Now, since 
their death occurs within that covenant 
through whose provisions any are saved, since 
they are already God's children, and He their 
God, the inference is irresistible, that dying 
in infancy, they are saved. Not one of them 
is lost Their original guilt is so covered up 
by the blood of the atonement, that its con- 
demning power is destroyed by the grace of 
ihe mediator. Their depraved natures are so 
renovated by the regeneration of the Holy 
Spirit, that they are fitted for the society of 
heaven. Their death was only a transfer from 
the church on earth to the church on high. 
They cannot on earth, by a life of piety, live 
unto God, but they live tmth Him, and enjoy 
His society forevermore. 

What unspeakable comfort flooded my soul 
when I reached this conclusion. I had been 
ready to complain that my children had been 
bom only for the grave. But now this prom- 
ise comforted me — " they are the seed of the 
blessed of the Lord and Amn^gS^prmff with Amn, 
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My pidses thrilled, my heart leaped for joy. 
I could have shouted for very gladness of 
heart, as in strains of adoring gratitude and 
love I poured out my fuU feelings to my God. 
I was in an extacy of emotion. Every dark 
passion, every unholy thought, every sorrow- 
ing pang had disappeared. As by faith I saw 
three cherubs' forms among the untold mil- 
lions of the infent throng, and knew they were 
my own, I would not have recalled them if I 
could. How happy they looked ! The same 
guileless innocence ; the same cheerful smile ; 
the same winning ways, which drew my heart 
so closely to them whilst they cheered my 
home — only increased, perfected, and free 
from every taint of sin. With what delight 
they bow to Jesus. With what joy do their 
sweet, clear voices resound through the seats 
on high, as they sing the song of Moses and 
the Lamb I And now and then with what 
eagerness do they turn their gaze towards the 
heavenly gates, as if wistfully looking for 
those who loved them on earth, and in whose 
love and society they took such delightr-'M if 
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saying, "Come fetlier, mother, oome to our 
happy abode." O wondrous privilege I O 
ftTYiflgnng mercy 1 that God should ever permit 
me to put my trust in Him, vouchsafe to me 
such a vision of peace, and give to me in 
common with all bereaved believers, through 
Bis covenant, the strongest assurance, that 
through the provisions He has made for their 
salvation, now that He has taken our babes 
away, He has made them the constituted heirs 
of His promise, partakers of its fruition, even 
eternal life. I could only wonder, praise, and 
adore. 

O mourning believer, on what high van- 
tage ground you stand! The fogs which 
bedimmed your vision while you staid in the 
valley of sense are dissipated. And now as 
you stand upon the mountain of Faith, how 
animating the prospect. The Lord God en- 
lightens your darkness, and confirms the truth 
of the sentiments and desires as extensive as 
himianitj, that the infant dead enjoy another 
life and a better oiw. 

While your child lived, how often did the 
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recollection of its relation to the covenant^ and 
of the covenant promises, impart power and 
earnestness to your prayers, as you held it in 
your arms, or knelt by its little bed, that God 
would fulfil the promise of the covenant, in 
securing your child beneath his overshadow- 
ing wings, from unbelief, impenitency, and 
eternal death I And now, though your mor- 
tal eye can not penetrate the dark valley, nor 
catch one glimpse of sunshine on Canaan's 
side, does not faith, the bright vision of the 
soul, see how a covenant-keeping God has ful- 
filled his promise, and answered your prayer? 
Is not every doubt dissipated? Do you not 
know, that " it is well with the child ?" that 
it is saved irom sin ? that the little light which 
cheered your home, though in it extinguished, 
is not destroyed? Its earthly garments are 
stripped ofl^ but it is clothed in raiment made 
white in the blood of the Lamb. Does not 
your fisiith discern, that called away, it has left 
its clayey tenement, and that on it speeds, 
soaring up on angel wing along the way 
which Jesus has traced to glory, soaring on 

12 
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through the pearly gates which opened for 
his admission, and have since remained open 
for his flock; soaring on by the jasper wall, 
and over the crystal stream to the throne of 
God, there to pay its homage, and receive its 
redemption crown ? Called and sanctified as 
it were from the womb, there it appears 
among the loveliest and noblest sons of God. 
There its little figure reflected in the river of 
life, and the golden hues of the rainbow can- 
opy pouring their rich sunlight upon its up- 
turned brow, do you not love to think of it 
tuning its little harp, and mingling its infant 
voice with that mighty chorus who " rest not 
day nor night in saying. Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is 
to come ?" Why then, be cast down ? Why 
not rejoice in the Lord, and call upon all 
within you to praise and bless His holy name? 

What fisiithfulness 1 God has kept his cove- 
nant in the eternal redemption of the child 
you mourn. 

What love ! The eternal God loves you so 
much, and yours so well, that He has entered 
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into your household ; taken awaj its nurse-* 
ling ; folded it in the Saviour's arms ; shelter- 
ed it forever from the rvftie storms of life; 
placed a crown on its head, and a harp in its 
Land ; and taught it the music of the skies. 
One lamb of your flock is safe — ^IS SAFE FOR- 
EVER. 

What honor has God conferred upon you 1 
He has made you an instrument in furnishing 
an heir for the mansions of everlasting lights 
and everlasting love; and in swelling the 
number and praises of that great multitude 
which no man can number. You have, or 
you should have, great consolation, for you 
can sing: 

"He is not dead — ^the chUd of our affection, 

Bat gone unto that school 
Where he longer needs our poor protection, 

And Christ himself doth rule. 
In that great cloister's stillness and seduaioii, 

By guardian angels led, 
Safe from temptation, safe from sin's pollution, 

He lives, whom we call dead." 
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" Bold Infidelity ! turn pale and die ; 
Beneath this stone an infant's ashes lie ; 

Say, is it lost or saved ? 
If death's by sin, it sinned because it's here; 
If Heaven's by works, in Heaven it can't appear; 

Reason, ah ! how depraved I 
Severe the sacred page^ the knot's untied. 
It died, for Adam sinned : it lives, for Jesus died." 

The discussion in the last chapter gave me 
an immovable basis upon which to stand in 
prosecuting m}' interesting inquiry. It es- 
tablishes, as clearly as any moral truth can be 
established, the fact, that some infants, dying 
in infancy, are saved ; or, in other . jrds, that 
all the infants of believers are saved. I could 
not rest satisfied. Multitudes of infants, the 
children of Tinbelievers and Pagans, die. Are 
they included in the merciful provisions of 
redemption ? Are they taken from those who 
would not, if they could, give them a religious 
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training, to that family, in which they will 
forever rejoice to learn the mysteries of salva- 
tion ? Such is the common hope and belief. 
It may be an unenlightened, or it may be an 
enlightened and sanctifying faith — still it is a 
common belief. It is the faith of the bereaved 
Christian. He believes that the teachings of 
inspiration sustain the intuitions of. his heart. 
It is the belief of the man that has no hope in 
Christ for himself. He may not be able to 
give you any reason for this hope ; but his 
desolate heart cherishes the reflection, and 
from it draws the only compensating consola- 
tion he receives. 

Have this opinion, hope, belief, any support 
from the Word of God ? 

Nowhere in Scripture are these senti- 
ments and desires disapproved. All improper 
thoughts and emotions are forbidden ; and it 
is not difficult to learn what are improper 
thoughts and emotions; but not the slightest 
intimation is given that it is sinful to cherish 
this sentiment. Nor is it inconsistent with 
any doctrine of the Bible. Over the death of 
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infants the Sacred Page casts no appalling 
gloom. It affords much to sastain this senti- 
ment as an intelligent belief— it breathes not 
one syllable that will sustain the reverse. 

We say it affords much to sustain this be- 
lief. A collection of its truths and facts, 
which bear directly or indirectly upon it, will 
enable us to see clearly the Bible-ground 
upon the subject, and to say, without any re- 
serve, THAT ALL, WITHOUT ANY LIMH^ATION, 
WHO DIE IN INFANCY, ABE SAVED. 

The previous discussion has presented some 
difficulties. 

We are taught that God "visits the ini- 
quities of the father upon the children." 
Where does this visitation end? Does the 
accomplishment of God's purposes in this 
visitation relate to this world ? Is it ex- 
hausted in time? We answer: Judgments 
in time must be carefully distinguished from 
eternal ruin. The one pre-supposes, but does 
not necessarily imply the other. The one 
may follow the other, as in the case of Judas; 
but this fact does not prove that it always 
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does. And, in regard to this visitation, so 
far as Scripture sheds any light upon the sub- 
jectj it shows that it is bounded by earth, and 
exhausted in time. The iniquity of David 
was visited upon his child. Yet, when it 
died, he was comforted with the joyous anti- 
cipation — " I shall go to Him." This visita* 
tion is not confined to death ; nor, when it is 
by death, is it confined to infant days. The 
amiable son of wicked Saul was thus visited 
for the iniquities of his father. 

His death was to Saul as the death of chil- 
dren may be, an awful evidence of God's dis- 
pleasure ; and to Him, of his rejection of Him 
as King. To Jonathan it was a blessing, end- 
ing a consistent and honorable, and preventing 
an inglorious life. Had he survived, he would 
have been a living testimony of the fact, that 
his femily had forfeited the crown by disobe- 
dience to God. But in his case the " visita- 
tion" did not pass beyond the grave. We 
know no Scripture that justifies the opinion 
that children perish eternally because of pa- 
rental guilt or unbelief. 
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Another difficulty may be noticed. The 
children of believers are born and die within 
the covenant ; are the early dead of unbeliev- 
ers included ? If not, can they be saved? 

In regard to adult unbelievers, under the 
Jewish dispensation, such a provision was 
ntiade for the reception of the proselyte, that 
even the Canaanite could be received into the 
church. Under the Gospel dispensation, a 
wider and more effectual door is opened for 
the reception of all who will believe upon 
Jesus. Now, when an unbeliever yields up 
in heart to God, the promise is his to its fullest 
extent. Should he become a parent, his off- 
spring would be included in the covenant; 
and should they die in infancy would be saved. 
Their salvation does not result from their par- 
ents' faith, but is wholly independent of it 
The covenanted promise is the ground of hope 
that they are saved. The ground of their sal- 
vation can be only the merits and mediation 
of the Eedeemer. For salvation is not de- 
pendent upon good works, but is in every 
case the gift of God. 
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The covenant promise is not to be so con- 
strued as to limit the grace of God, any more 
than parental neglect. The seed of the Church 
constitute the great body of the Church from 
age to age. Yet some may be broken off be- 
cause of unbelief; others, the oflfepring of god- 
less parents, may be graffed in. But if, in 
adult age, they may be graffed in, why may 
they not be, since salvation is not left at haz- 
ard to the indifference or neglect of men, in 
infancy. But the adult descendant of unbe- 
lievers, who is saved, would undoubtedly have 
been saved had he died in infancy. For all 
who are saved God intended to save, according 
to His unchangeable purpose and all-sufiLcient 
grace. 

Hence, the fact that God has made special 
promises to believing parents in regard to their 
children cannot be taken, if any light exists to 
the contrary, as evidence that the early dead of 
unbelievers are excluded from the benefits of 
the covenant of grace. For, since God holds 
the gift of salvation in His own keeping, and 
dispenses it according to His own good plea- 
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suie, that pleasoie ma^ haTe been to indade 
such within the oovenant of grace ; and, in the 
exercise of His sovereig&tj, k> extend His 
eternal regard to oZZ dying in infancy. To 
sappose any of them excluded from its bene- 
fits, is to be cruelly wise above what is written. 
In the great doctrine, grace from the sover- 
eign, electing love of God, we find a most ten« 
able and satisfSftOtory ground of hope that all 
such are heirs of the blessings of tjie cov- 
enant. 

There are two cases in Scripture which 
dearly illustrate our positiou, that widcedness 
in the parents can not prevent the salvation of 
the child. 

Abijab, the son of wicked Jeroboam, died 
whilst the dew of eiKrly diildhood was upon 
him. And we know thiit he was saved ; ^' for 
in him was found some good thing towards the 
Lord God." 1 Kings, xiv. 1-18. 

God punished David's sin in taking away 
his innocent babe. Whilst it lived, 1^ fasted 
and prayed. After its death he became calm. 
When inquired o^ why^ this sudden change, ke 
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replied : *' Why should I fast and weep 7 All 
the tears I can shed, all the prayers I ean offer, 
can not float back the spirit to its once ani- 
mated haU. But I shall go to him." 

The spring of his sorrow was separation 
from, his child. The source of his oonsolatian 
their reunion and recognition in ages to cofnei 
He was an undoubting believer in an immortal 
life of ble8sedne& '^I i^all be satisfied wbea 
I awake with thy likeness. In thy presence 
is fullness of joy ; at thy right band are plei^ 
Bures for ever more.'' At that right hand he 
expected to meet his child. In that preseace 
to know and love it again. This fiinged the 
cloud of sorrow with brightness reflected fiom 
the distant heavens. Their separation was but 
caomentary. Their reunion'' joyful in a world 
where there is xxo sorrow and no sefMOratioB^ 
Not the shadow of a doubt clouded the assur- 
ance of tlw safety of bis babe. Contrast this 
with his inconsolable grief in the case of Ab- 
salom, and say, what occasioned the diffi»w 
cnee? What but his certainty of the salva- 



y Google 



144 SHADOW OK THE HEARTH. 

tion of the one, and doubt of the salvation of 
the other * 

Butihishdbe was a child of sin and shame. It 
was the fruit of a marriage consummated 
through wicked devices and atrocious crimes. 
All the circumstances have left a blot upon the 
royal mourner's fair name which noble deeds 
could not efiface, nor time wear away. He was 
punished; and truly penitent, was pardoned. 
The death of his babe sounded in his stricken 
heart his deep and daring sin. But it, though 
it died because of the sins of one, was saved 
through the grace of another. And if this 
son, if Abijah was saved, notwithstanding the 
parent's sin, will He not save all whom He 
calls early away ? 

A difficulty of a di£ferent character, and one 
more formidable, presents itself in the fisu^t that 

* The tmae put upon this expreenon by some is ezoeed- 
inglj jejune. " He has gone to the grave, and I will shordj 
follow him." Job xxx. 23. — Then the idea is submission to 
mevitable necessity. Poor consolation to say, " He is dead, 
and I must die too." How then with a tranquil heart and a 
cheerful countenance could he have gone into the house of the 
Lord and worshipped? 
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infiEiQts suffer part of the penalty of sin. The 
mysterious solemnity of their countenanoeB 
Avhen dead, declares more emphatically than 
words can express, that they have undergone 
some dreadful disaster. It is death because 
of sin ; and read in the light of Bevelation, it 
declares that they are involved in all the 
dreadfiil consequences of Adam's transgression; 
And a most emphatic recognition of the right- 
eousness of the penalty to which they are ex- 
posed, and part of which they suffer, is given 
in the necessity of the death of Christ to resoue 
them from its pollution and power. And if 
God acted righteously in effecting their rescue, 
He would have been equally righteous had He 
allowed the whole weight of woe to have fallen 
unimpeded upon them. And since it was not 
by His act that upon them came the whole 
malediction. He was under no more obliga- 
tion to save them than He was to save adults. 
If, then, no light were afforded which relieves 
the difficulty, we would be shut up to the con- 
clusion, that, suffering a part, they must suffer 
the whole penalty, - « 

18 
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It hence becomos an interestiog inquiry, 
how &r do they suffer this penalty? Assur- 
edly they suffer death temporal, and this is 
part of the sentence ; but this fact of itself can 
not prove that they endure death eternal. 
For, first, the manner of the temporal death 
of such as suffer eternal death, is so described 
as to distinguish it from the death of all others. 
« They die in their sins^^* — not sin, but sins^ 
tims describing actual transgressions. But in- 
&nt8 can not die in their sinsj for such they 
have never committed. ^^The said that smneth 
it AaU cite/'f but infants can not commit vol- 
untary transgression. " The wicked are driven 
away in their wickedness*' from a world, and 
from sinful associations which they love, and are 
unwilling to leave, and from gods which they 
worship. Their death is without hope, Prov. xi. 
7, and marked frequently by terror, Job. xviii. 
11-16. But this can not be predicated of in- 
fiints. They are not driven away, nor is their 
death ever marked with terror. 

Andy .fleoondly. Believers undergo death 

*» JobnyiiL 31 ; aeealso Bsek. iii. 1^. f Ez^ XvHL ^ 20. 
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temporal, but they bave been redeemed from, 
and can not su£fer, death eternal. Death to 
them is a blessing, '* precious in the sight of 
the Lord." It is a wave that, oyerwhelming 
the casket, bears the jewel on its swelling 
bosom to the shores of a blissful immortality. 
It releases them from suffering and sin, and 
ushers them into "the general assembly and 
church of the first-born." What it is to be- 
Hevers it may be also to infants. The utmost 
it can prove in their case, is their liability to 
the whole penalty, and their need of salvation. 
It can not prove that they do not receive it. 

Infents suffer death spiritual. " By nature 
children of wrath." Bph. iL 8. Nature here 
signifies what is essential, as opposed to what 
is aecidentsJ, what is innate in contrast to what 
is acquired. It is not developed character, 
but its hidden and instinctive source. This 
inborn sinfulness, which is the source of all 
actual transgression, is spiritual death. They 
are not liable to death, but are, spiritually; 
at birth, actually dead. They have no spiritr 
ual life,. for the spirit of life fled froua ; maa'f 
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heart when he disobeyed ; and his heart died, 
for it was severed from God. 

This death they actually suflfer whether 
their days be many or few. And this death 
shows also that they are liable to the whole 
malediction. The in&nt, to be prepared for 
heayen, needs spiritual life. But this life is 
communicated to some infants ; hence may 
be to all. This fact also proves they need sal* 
vation ; not that they do not receive it 

There can be no reasonable doubt — ^they 
do suffer two parts of the penalty. Do any 
of them suffer the third, the most awful part ? 

Firet. If they suffer it, the reason must be 
their connection with Adam. But the Adamic 
constitution under which they were ruined, 
can not be severed from the Messianic consti- 
tution under which they were born. The 
evils entailed upon them by the first Adam 
were not to exist without the more abounding 
blessings flowing from the second Adam. 
Even before the first pair were driven with 
throbbing heart and tearful eye from their 
Eden home, the promise of deliverance sound- 
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ed in their ears. Gen. iii 16. Hence all are 
born under the dispensation of grace. And 
the atonement is infinite, absolute, all-suffi- 
cient. Consequently the question to be de- 
termined is not what would have become of 
infants if they had been left to meet all the 
consequences of their natural position ; but 
whether, being born under the constitution 
of the second Adam, they are not interested 
in, and made partakers of, the blessings ob- 
tained through the mediatorship of the Re- 
deemer ? 

Are they interested in this mediatorship ? 
They are so far connected with Christ that, as 
will presently be shown, their bodies will rise 
from the tomb. But the great Apostle goes 
beyond this in his illustrations of the abound- 
ing grace of redemption. Bom. v. 14-19. 

In the 14th verse, the Aposile declares that 
infants die because the guilt of Adam's sin is 
theirs by imputation, as we have shown in 
Chapter IV. And in the same verse he de- 
clares that Adam is ihejkfure (or type) of Him 
that was to come. In other words, Adam was 
13* 
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like Christ, who, in this respect, is called the 
"second Adam." 

As already shown, infants are condemned, 
because Adam, as their representative, trans- 
greased the law. They were represented in 
him, and fell with him. The similarity be- 
tween the first and second Adam must be 
limited by the subject treated of in the pas- 
sage ; and this is the consequences resulting 
to the individuals mentioned from their con- 
nection with the " two Adams." Consequently 
the similarity must consist in this, that they 
^cted r^resentatively. If then, as the Apos- 
tle states, those represented in Adam are re 
garded (see ver. 19) and treated (see ver. 18)* as 
sinners, then those represented in Christ are, 
according to the same verses, regarded and 
treated as righteous. They are condemned 

. * Terse 19, For as by one mans disobedience many were 
made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made 
righteous. Verse 18, Therefore as by the offence of one 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation ; even so, by 
the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all men 
unto justification of life. 
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hy the disobedience of the one, and freed from 
condemnation by the obedience of the other. 
Or, in other words, the guilt of the one was 
imputed to death, and the righteousness of 
the other is imputed unto life. They broke 
the law in Adam and die ; they fulfil the law 
in Christ and live. It hence follows that all 
those represented in Christ can not be con- 
demned to eternal death, for He has paid the 
penalty; or, in other words, they are justified 
and saved. 

Another essential feature of this 14th verse 
is, that death comes upon those described in 
it, because of their connection vfith Adam, 
independently of any transgresaions of their oum* 
Hence justification must be received by those 
represented in Christ, independently of and an- 
iecedendy to, any good works of tfmr own. As 
then the guilt of the one's transgression is 
imputed without any direct personal agency, 
so may the righteousness of the other's obe- 
dience be imputed without any direct personal 
agency. Both the condemnation and justifi- 
cation may, must operate as a fact, in casea 
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m whicii they are not distinctlj, at least, ap- 
prehended as doctrines. Vot if not, not onlj 
must the whole heathen and part of the Chris- 
tian world,* but also the great body of the 
Old Testament saints, and the infetnts of be- 
lievers, be lost forever. But the two last sup- 
positions imply un&tithfulness on God^s part 
to His covenanted promise. We conclude 
hence that there is nothing in the nature of 
the babe which makes it impossible, nor any- 
thing in the covenant of redemption which 
makes it inconsistent with His plan for Grod 
to impute the righteousness of His Son to an 
infant for its justification. And since all who 
are saved are saved by this imputation, and 
since some infants are saved, God actually does 
impute the Eedeemer's righteousness to them 
for salvation. In any case it is a gift. And 
God* can so impute, and cause an inJBgint to re- 
ceive this righteousness before it passes, or just 
as it passes into eternity, that it shall be saved 
in a way fully harmonizing with this great 
principle of redemption. 

* Trae beliovere, whose views of Divine truth are imperfect 
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Once more ; verses 18 and 14 are a com- 
plete sentence. In one of them the two 
Adams are mentioned in close connection 
with a class of persons whose death cannot be 
accounted for on the ground of actual per- 
sonal sin. They died because Adam* sinned. 
But Adam was a figure of Christ, in regard 
to whom? The likeness is limited in this 
verse to the class of persons described. This 
particular verse does not treat of the "all" 
who are represented in Adam, nor of the "all" 
represented in Christ, but of a particular class, 
namely, those " who sinned not after the sim- 
ilitude of Adam's transgression." This class 
Was represented in Adam. Adam was a fig* 
ure of Christ, in regard to whom ? Plainly 
in regard to this class. This class, then, must 
be represented in Christ. He sustains a rela- 
tion to dying infants as their Saviour, anala- 
gous to that sustained by Adam, in reference 
to their sin and death. This class embraces 
all dying in infancy. Hence they must be 
represented in Christ. We have shown that 
as guilt is imputed without any direct personal 
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agency, so may righteousness. We now see 
they are represented in Christ. We see fur- 
ther, that this embraces aU who die in infiincy. 
Hence we conclude, that since there " is no 
condemnation to them who are in Christ 
Jesus;" and sines all dying infants are in 
Him, they cannot undergo eternal death. 
Christ has redeemed them from the curse of 
the law, and saves them &om all the appalUng 
horrors of the " second death." 

That this inference is just> we argue further 
fiK)m the following considerations : 
- First The succeeding verses show that 
this is the Apostle's meaning. The two prom- 
inent thoughts of the passage are, the doctrine 
of imputation, and the superabounding grace 
of redemption. The expression, "m«cA more 
the graoe of Qod^^^ verse 15, shows that the 
Wessings conferred by Christ, infinitely more 
than overcome the ruin wrought by Adam's 
fiJL The full glory of the wonderful plan of 
redemption is most impressively exhibited in 
OverofMaing not only the condemnation of 
Admn's one offence, but the accumulated ^* 
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fects of the personal offences and actoal sin8 
of the "many," the "all" upon whom the free 
gift came to eternal life. The pardoning of 
the actual transgressions of those " who recewe 
the abundance of grace and the gift of ^igh^ 
eousness" — i. c, believing adults, for the 
phrase evidently implies the voluntary recep- 
tion of the offered boon — is a higher mani- 
festation of the riches of grace than release 
from the condemnation of Adam's sin. In il- 
lustrating this higher manifestation, he intro- 
duces the case of infants dying in infenoy. 
They are not only included in the whole par- 
allel, as well as adult believers, mentioned in 
yerse 17; but their salvation is taken for 
granted in the discussion. He is arguing for 
the greater— the remission of manyipersonal 
offences ; and the greater always includes the 
less. If the atonement of Christ extends be- 
yond the expiation of original sin, even to 
the cancellation of actual, it seems hence ne- 
cessarily to follow, that the obstruction to- 
mercy, raised by original sin, is removed out: 
of the way ; and that those who have not, by ac- 
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tual transgression, concurred in that sin, are de- 
livered Arom the last result of the original curse. 
Again, Christ, by His sufferings and death, 
BO far expiated the guilt of original sin, that 
not the slightest intimation is given that any 
will ^^ be finally condemned for it alone, with" 
out having personally transgressed, and thereby 
adually concurred in that sin by their approval 
and imitation of it."* The purport of Scrip- 
ture teaching is, that justice in the infliction of 
eternal punishment is limited to actual desert: 
see Ezek. xxxiii. 11. " I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked ; but that the wicked 
turn from his way and live." The condemna- 
tion of such as are " without the law," or have 
no written revelation of God's will, is limited 
to such as have actually sinned; Bom. i. 19- 
82, and ii. 12-15. Compare x. 18-21. The 
ground of condemnation of those who live 
where the true light shines is wilful rejection 
of the Saviour ; John iii. 18, 19, 36, and v. 
40. No one goes into torment without having 
more than once or twice received j both from 

• Dr. Russel. 
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within and without, the exhortation to repent ; 
Job xxxiii. 14, 18. Unbeliei^ impenitenoy, 
rejection of the Saviour, Mark xvi 16, and 
neglect of salvation, Heb. ii. 2, 8, are the 
causes which bring down, unimpeded, the 
wrath of Qtod upon guilty and ungrateful 
man. And if any such are saved they must 
repent, for they have actual sins to be con- 
fessed and forsaken, as well as original sin to 
be deplored. They must believe, for having 
rejected or neglected the Saviour, imtU they 
put their trust in Him, they can not receive 
His blessing. Having by their own act con- 
sented to the sin of the first Adam, they must 
by their own act, ratify their acceptance of 
Christ's righteousness, as the ground of their 
acquittal. 

These being now the grounds of condemna- 
tion to eternal death, and not a whisper in 
the Bible of apy other, it seems wholly in- 
consistent with the righteous charaoter of God, 
now that He has, in the death of His Son, ex* 
piated the guilt of original sin, ai^d decreed 
and provided, in a most sovereign manner, an 
U 
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ample salvation, that He would exclude any 
from the full participation of its benefits, mere- 
ly on account of that which is not a responsi- 
ble thing — the circumstance of infancy. • 

This we deem sufficient to show that all 
those who die in infancy were represented in 
Christ, and are saved by Him. Bat we re- 
mark, lastly, that the difficulty suggested by 
the &ct that they suffer part of the penalty, 
and hence may suffer all, is entirely removed 
by the reflection tiiat it is absolutely impossi^ 
ble, from the very nature of death eternal, for 
them to suffer it. 

Bead over attentively Matt. xxv. 41-46; 
1 Cor. vL 9, 10 ; Gal. v. 19, 20 ; Eev. xxi. 8, 
and 'xxii. 11, 15. Not one of the features 
mentioned in these passages can belong to 
any infant. They are not fearful, unbeliev- 
ing, prayerless, blasphemous, nor lewd. 

Another feature of the second death is lass 
(/present good. But they are too young to 
iq^preciate it, w at most but littie ; and the 
deprivation of it oould not be a very great 
loiB. 
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To be prepared for the second death, men 
must despise God's grace and riot in sin. 
Providences must be neglected, mercies de- 
spised, the blood of the covenant trampled 
under foot. Men must force their way to hell 
against the tears, the entreaties, the raptures, 
and the blood of the Gospel. 

They who suffer it see not one. cheerful 
countenance, nor hear one merry companion 
laugh away a single moment. For them no 
Christian prays. On them no Sabbath shines. 
Before them no hope blooms. To them no 
mercy comes. Hope is gone. Mercy is gone. 
Grace is gone. Sin can not be forgiven, nor 
forgotten. The Father will be gracious no 
more. The Saviour will be compassionate no 
more. The eye will be open only to sights of 
woe. The ear will be open only to the expres- 
sions of awful blasphemy, malignant hate, and 
shrieks of misei;y and despair. 

And here standing by this awful pit, for the 
purpose of proving that your babe is not here, 
O impenitent parent, bereaved, I beseech you, 
turn from your sins to God without delay. 
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that you "come not into this place of tor- 
ment" For sure as God lireth, the soul that 
sinneth, it shall die. And the awful unending 
misery of the lost consists in this, that having 
spent life in sowing to the flesb, of the flesh 
must they spend eternity in reaping corrup- 
tion. Nothing, even for the twinkling of an 
eye, can stifle the stings of a tormenting con- 
science. That conscience will forever accuse 
of offence toward God and man. It will con- 
demn for actual guilt It will lash the soul 
with ceaseless remorse, with remembrance of 
rebellion against God, and resistance to the 
truth. It will fill the soul with agony at the 
remembrance, that the load of sins unpardoned 
might ha*^ been removed; the heaven now 
lost, might have been obtained ; the darkness 
of the mind might have been dissipated, and 
the disorders of the affections and will might 
have been purged. The remembrance of the 
past, and the reflection of what is to come, 
muBt sink the soul eternally beneath its intol- 
eraWe weight These are but faint images of 
the awful torments represented under the ap- 
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palliDg figures of " the worm that never dies, 
and the fire that is not qaenched." Maj God 
deliver tis from it. 

This death presupposes a life of unbelief and 
sin. But infants do not sow as the wicked, 
hence can not reap as they do. Not having 
paved the way for the exercise of their power, 
they can not suffer the poignant pangs and 
stings which constitute the " second death." 

If, then, they suffer at all in the eternal 
world, it could only be the punishment of loss. 
To suffer this punishment their bodies must 
not be raised. But their bodies will be raised. 
For ^' aU that are in their graves shall hear his 
voice and shall come forth." Infants as well 
as adults must be included in this mighty as- 
semblage. " The dead smaU and great must 
stand before God." They will share in the 
resurrection. K, then, they are to be punished 
at all, it can not be the punishment of loss. It 
must be the punishment of sense. But it is 
impossible for them to undergo this evil. 
Therefore they can not undergo eternal pun- 
ishment at all. Hence we must reasonably in- 
14* 
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fer from the unbroken and solemnizing silence 
which reigns over the lively oracles as to any 
of them being lost, that they all were repre- 
sented in Christ, and share the riches of the 
second Adam's grace. 

Only one other real difficulty is connected 
with the subject, and this we will notice in the 
next chapter. 

This docteinb is confirmed by the pe- 

CULIAB INTEBEST GOD HAS BVEB MANIFESTED 
IN INFANTS, AS SUCH. 

Not to dwell upon the inexpressibly beau- 
tiful and touching fact that the Bedeemer did 
dot first appear upon earth as a full-grown man 
but as a little child — ^thus investing infancy 
and childhood with a new interest and import- 
ance — ^we may recall it to your mind. This 
simple, yet sublime &ct, has touched the sym- 
pathies of the world, and taught, in a most ap- 
propriate and impressive manner, God's pecu- 
liar regard for little ones. 

This regard commences with their being. 
He fashions them in the womb, and preserves 
them when bom. He gives the life they pos- 
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fless, and their immortal powers. Their his* 
toiy on earth may be bounded by a day ; or 
months, or years may make the count ; yet His 
love attends their transitory stay. It imparts 
the smile that illumes the face, and those many 
winning ways which entwine themselves 
around the very fibres of a parent's heart. He 
speaks forth in it the perfections of His char- 
acter, the excellency of His name. 

Chrysostom says, " The true Shekinah ia 
man." Much more properly may we say, 
** The true Shekinah is a little child." 
. " Heaven lies about us in our infancy." Its 
unsullied freshness and purity, plainly teach 
that it has just come from the hands of Qod ; 
and in it is shown the exquiaita perfection of 
His workmanship. And sinco "God's ten- 
der mercies are over all His works," since 
infancy reflects, as it certainly and beauti&lly 
does. His glory, with what peculiar fevor must 
He regard these creations of His love — seeing 
that the Saviour, in becoming a babe, regards 
the whole world of infancy as His own, and 
teaches that He is the Saviour of little chil- 
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dien, as well as of the believer of matuier 
age. 

It is Hi6 love that awakens within parental 
hearts that peculiar aflfection which prompts 
them to watch over and cherish their tender 
of&pring. Acting from the same principle, He 
imposes upon parents the most solemn obliga- 
tions to train them up in His fear and favor, 
and to teach them ever to regard Him as their 
loving Father and Friend. Eeceived as a priv- 
ilege, this employment should be welcomed 
with gratitude and joy, and faithfully cherish- 
ed and improved, since signal blessings de- 
scend upon those who in this listen to His 
voice. His servants are commanded to feed 
His lambs. When He entered into covenant 
with Israel in the land of Moab, He not only 
took special notice of the " little ones" then 
present; but also established His covenant 
with those who stood not with them on that 
day, t. c, with the "little ones" yet to be 
bom.* When the generation that came out 
of Egypt were condemned to perish in the 

• 1 Deut. xxix. 1, 10-16. 
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wilderness, the promise was given that " the 
little ones should go in and possess Canaan." 
Years afterward, when God by His prophet 
expostulated with His people on account of the 
idolatrous enormities they committed, among 
the sins which they charged home upon them 
was the unnatural and horrible crime of causing 
their children to pass through the fire a sacri- 
fice to Moloch : " Thou hast filled this place 
with the blood of innocents."* So deep was 
His interest that, under the old dispensation, 
they had, according to His command, a name 
and place among His people, and received as 
the sign thereof the seal of circumcision. 

Nor was His interest manifested alone to* 
wards the children recognized as included in 
the Abrahamic covenant. In language which 
most unmistakeably applies to them, G-od re- 
bukes the complaint of the disappointed 
prophet: "Should I not spare Nineveh, that 
great city, wherein are more than six score 
thousand persons that cannot discern between 
iheiT fight hand and iheir kftf" Nothing is 

* Jer. xix. 4, 5 ; see also ii., 34. 
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Mdd of the cbaraoter of the pezBons who 
brought little children to Jesus. They maj 
have been all Jews, or Ghendle parents may 
have mingled in the throng. Indeed, it can- 
not be positively stated that the persons pre* 
senting sustained the parental relation. They 
brought, etc. It is not these, but children, as 
AicA, who form the foreground of the pictore. 
Ab such Jesus took them up in His arms. Am 
midi He blessed them. 

In connection with this train of thoughti 
look at the character of God as made known 
in red^oiption. He loves mercy. He delights 
to save. He is not willing that any should 
perish. Having accepted the atonement He 
blesses the means of grace. Every where within 
Ihid economy of redemption He is seen moving 
on the grandest scale of mercy. His thoughts 
have the grandeur of greatness about them. 

View the relation of the Son. He became 
an infant, not only that He might sanctify in- 
fancy, but manifest His interest in it. And 
this interest matiifestod in so exprfessiTeainanr 
ner he still retains. 
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^11 fresh is the oonsciooeaess of His own 
in&ncj. After His ascension to heaven He 
is called the Holy Child Jesus* In which ex« 
pression is a most significant intimation that 
He still retains for infancy and childhood the 
same lively interest He felt whilst upon earth-^ 
is still touched with a feeling of their infiftncy 
infirmities and childhood sorrows ; still catches 
the emotions of the soul from the glance of 
the eye ; still sympathises with them in their 
little griefs. 

Now, since helpless infants are peculiarly 
objects of Divine care ; and compassion for 
infimcy, injured so vilely, as when immolated, 
redoubled the expressions of His holy indig- 
nation, '' can it be supposed that He who.un^ 
dertook, in such tremendous language, to 
avenge their temporal injuries, was the same 
time intending to destroy them forever; thajb. 
He left those murdered babes an eternal prey 
to those in whose sanguinary orgies their ix^ 
nocent blood had been shed ?"* 

If so deep was His interest in the ohildrea 
• Bwr. Dr. Harris.^ 
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of Nineveh, that for their sakes He spared the 
city, can it be possible that, had they died, yet 
xinpolluted by actual transgression, He would 
not have spared them from the second death ? 
Since Jesus sanctified the stage of infancy ; 
since whilst upon earth infants were the ob- 
jects of His regard and affection ; since in 
heaven the consciousness of His own infency 
is fiesh and living — can it be possible that He 
who blessed them cis sttch, refuses to bless them 
as such now ? Would the Author and Fin- 
isher of salvation be tender and full of com- 
passion and love i^ after all the provisions He 
has made, the spirit of grace He has revealed, 
and the token of regard He has bestowed, He 
should allow *'one of these little ones to per- 
ish" in remediless woe? Why so solicitous 
about their temporal, if indifferent to their 
eternal well-being? No, no. The thought 
that any one of them is lost is derogatory to 
the revealed character of GtoA, is opposed to 
the interest He manifests on their behalf, and 
contrary to the spirit of the Gospel. When 
our Saviour was on earth children offered 
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tlieir hosannas in the temple, and He ac- 
cepted the sacrifice. They joined in the tri- 
umph, and helped to swell the praises of Zi- 
on's King. The songs of childhood cheered 
Him on His way to the garden and cross; 
and gladdened His soul so fall of sorrow on 
account of the fate of the city over which He 
so mournfully wept. And when some remon* 
Strated with Him for accepting their praises, 
He, casting forward His thoughts, as did af- 
terwards His apostles, to the universal triumph 
of the latter days, and to the hallelujahs 
which shall then sound His praise, interming- 
led with the voices of those who were glorified 
in infancy, replied^ "Out of the mouth of 
babes and sucklings thou hast perfected 
praise."* Is that heart of infinite love, beat- 
ing and bleeding for human happiness, any 
less tender, any less compassionate now ? No. 
Enthroned in glory. He invites the universe 
to ehare His joy, and welcomes and accepts 

♦ Matt, xxl 16. The quotation ia firom the eighth Psalm. 
The context is quoted by Paul, Heb. il 6-*. 

15 
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th^ hallelujahs of the in&nt traia ia the tem- 
ple on high. 

To no other conclusion can we come. All 
are saved. Called away in the sovereign 
mercy of God in Christ, who is no respecter 
of persons, before their souls are polluted by 
actual transgression, they are prepared to sing 
their hosannas in the presence of the Lamb. 
Some knew not their right hand from their 
left, others were unable to discern good from 
evil.* But so much the better. Th(U was the 
knowledge which banished our first parents 
firom paradise. Surely, then, this ignorance 
will n6t prevent little ones from partaking of 
the fruit of the Tree of Life, which stands in 
the midst of the paradise of God. And amid 
the soDgs that swell the chorus of the re- 
deemed, none are sweeter or more joyous than 
the melodies warbled from the tongues of 
those 

" Who thither caught from womb and breast^ 
Claim right to sing above the rest ; 
Because they reach that happy shore, 
Thej neither saw, nor sought before." 

* Deut. i. 39 ; Josh, vii 16. 
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With what majestic glories does this thought 
invest the redemption of Christ I His triumph 
is complete. Death sweeps awaj a majority 
of the human family in infency. Qt>d con- 
verts it into an instrument of translating mil- 
lions to glory. From every nation, and kin- 
dred, and tribe under the whole canopy of 
heaven, and in all ages, countless thousands 
of young blossoms of humanity have gone up 
from heathenism, degradation, and shame, to 
be crowned with life and immortality, and re- 
pose in safety in their Father's House. There 
that sweet one, whose absence you mourn, will 
see the young trophies of redeeming love 
snatched from the fire which destroyed the 
guilty cities of the plain, and rescued from the 
waters which swept away a godless world. Its 
voice will mingle with the voices of Egypt's 
first-born ; and of the innocents saved from 
the arms of Moloch ; the Ganges' turbid tide ; 
the shores of every island ; and the mountains 
and plains of the dark places of earth which 
have been, and are, the habitations of hea- 
thenism, cruelty, and sin. It will hear the 
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eongs of the first fruits of the Saviour's in- 
carnation — the unconscious " infantry*^ of the 
noble army of martyrs ; and of the train who 
enter in from Christianity's consecrated cham- 
bers. How large the number of infant vic- 
tors who shout God's praises in the sanctuary 
above I 

Blessed, forever blessed be Thy name, Lord 
God Almighty, our Saviour, for Thy cheering 
Gospel, and the full salvation which encircles 
our babes, and plants them firmly in the ce- 
lestial Eden. Their praises were grateful to 
Thy ear on Thy journey to the cross, ** How 
surpassingly sweet must they be now, as Thou 
dost look from Thy cross-bought throne upon 
the countless throng in sinless, immortal beau- 
ty, forever safe from sin, and sorrow, and 
shame, through Thine abounding love 1"* 

* Dr. Betihune. 
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*' Suffer f ittU C|itottn to cmt wits mC 

"Forbid them not, the Saviour said, 

Oh suffer them to come to me ! 
Of such my Heavenly Kingdom is — 

Like them must all my followers be. 
Young children are the gems of earth, 

The brightest jewels mothers have ; 
They sparkle on the throbbing breast^ 

But brighter shine beyond the grave." 

TmS DOCTRINE IS CONFIBMED BY THE 
WOBDS OF THE LORD JeSUS. 

Jesus of Nazareth! who can declare the 
comprehensiveness and depth of His sympa- 
thy and love ? His every action was inlaid 
with grace. His daily path was marked by 
one act of beneficence after another. Sorrow 
resorted to Him to have its tears wiped away ; 
unsheltered weakness sought a sanctuary in 
His presence ; and the troubled heart sought 
relief at His hands. None went empty away. 

15* 
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He supplied every want, and bestowed a balm 
upon every wound. From His character we 
might reasonably infer that He would not 
leave uncheered one great source of human 
sorrow ; that parents bereaved would receive 
some rays to gild the darkness of the hour, 
some words of cheer to sustain the sinking 
spirits. Nor are we mistaken. Two acts, and 
the accompanying words, remain immortalized 
in the Gospel. The bereaved parent may 
raise the pillar of gratitude, and say : " Here 
has my blessed Master helped me." 

For what parent who misses from the fire- 
side the sunny smiles, and guileless joy of in- 
fancy, and drops the tear of anguish over some 
little mound, does not bless the Saviour, with 
a heart too full for utterance, for His comfort- 
ing words : " Suffer little children to come 
tmto me, and forbid them not; for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven ?" 

Precious saying I It determines the ques- 
tion of our infants' interest in the kingdom of 
heaven. It clearly shows that Christ recog- 
nized the parental relation and feeling includ- 
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ed in the Abrahamic covenant, and confirmed 
its perpetuity by incorporating it into the new 
dispensation. It afi^ms that infants, as sucb, 
should be aflfectionately and believingly given 
to Him, for no other purpose than that He 
might save them. 

Precious saying I As the echoes of His 
welcome linger on the ear, and their consola- 
tion, like gales from spice groves, gladdens the 
riven heart, the eye rests upon a picture, than 
which none is more beautiful^ none more cal- 
culated to attract, in the Redeemer's life. 
There stands the Redeemer in all His gentle 
loveliness. Around Him are congregated His 
disciples, the pharisees, and the people, to 
whom He is uttering weighty words upon 
subjects of vital interest in the present life. 
** Then were brought unto Him little children." 
A benignant look illumes His countenance, as 
He extends His arms to welcome, and gently 
places His hands upon their heads. The ex- 
cited multitude watch every motion, and catch 
every word. His disciples, rebuking those 
who press forward the little ones to receive 
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His blessing, and *' sbare His smile/' are re- 
buked. Th€]i looked upon it as an idle form, 
and repulsed ; He, as an important act, and 
encouraged. The Lord of life and glory, en- 
deared Himself to the parental heart, and in- 
vested His character with transcendent loveli- 
ness to all ages in blessing little children. 
Thus did He fulfil His shepherd character, as 
described by Isaiah : ** He shall gather the 
lambs with His arms, and carry them in His 
bosom." 

This picture, drawn by the pen of inspira- 
tion, is a legacy left by the best of friends, 
which we may suspend in our desolate homes. 
When the world grows dark, our treasures 
vanish, and the shadow of death falls upon our 
hearthstones, we may gaze upon the picture 
until light and comfort fill the soul. He has 
said, emphatically, " Suffer your little child to 
come to me." The picture is not only a leg- 
acy, but also, in its prominent feature, Jesus 
receiving little children, a daguerreotype of 
what is actually transpiring in our Fatlier's 
house in heaven. Let us gaze upon it until 
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ire can have some adequate conception of its 
deep, comforting signifieancy.* From it we 
learn Christ's deep interest in little children. 

Great and mighty as He was, they were not 
too tender in years, or too humble in birth to 
be beneath His notice. He was on His way 
to Calvary. The weight of the world's woe 
pressed heavily upon Him ; and sorrows, such 
as no living man can appreciate, filled His 
heart. Before Him was a baptism to be bap- 
tiaed with, and how was He straitened until it 
should be accomplished. His thoughts occu- 
pied with a most stupendous undertaking, 
were not attracted, and could not be arrested 
by the plaudits of the crowd. But His ear 
was open to the voices of children. Their 
songs cheered Him on His way to the cross. 
Their hosannas, sounding through the temple, 
were grateful to His feelings. He accepted 
their acts of adoration and demonstrations of 
joy; replying to those who were displeased 
with such an exhibition, " Out of the mouths 

♦ The incident is recorded by three of the Evangelists — 
Matt. xix. 13-15 ; Mark x. 13-15 ; Luke xviii. 15-17. 
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of babes and suoklings, thou hast perfected 
praise."* 

As then He accepted their tribute, so now, 
His blessing descends, like the dew of Her- 
mon, upon their souls. He loved little chil- 
dren because they were little children. Why 
should He not? From' Him they receive 
their being. By Him that being is sustained. 
For them He had come to die. " The Son 
of man is come to save that which is lost." 
Which expression is found in the same para- 
graph with, " It is not the will of your Hea- 
venly Father that one of these little ones 
should perish," And now, that an oppor- 
tunity offers, He accepts it, and preaches to 
the world until the end of time, that, whoever 
else may despise either infants (Luke) or chil- 
dren, they are objects of His love. 

This inference from His action is strongly 
indicated from the emphasis upon "a&o" 
(Luke). He had proved Himself the Friend 
of the ignorant " He spake as never man 
spake," and, " the common people heard Him 

* Matt xzi. 16. 
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gladly." He bad proved Himself the Friend 
of the afflicted. "He cured all manner of 
diseases," imparting health to the system, and 
vigor to the crippled and withered frame. 
He had proved Himself the Friend of the be- 
reaved. At His word, their dead, received to 
life again, made their hearts to leap with 
bounding joy. All classes and conditions of 
men found Him ever ready to befriend. He 
was the Friend of manhood. With what anx- 
ious emotion would true parental hearts agi- 
tate the question, ia Helhe Friend of children f 
The answer was sought They " brought a&o" 
to Him those who had life's journey to run, to 
learn whether they would be received or re- 
pulsed. 

The Saviour was pleased with this exhibi- 
tion of faith in His ability, and hope of His 
willingness to bestow a blessing. He blessed 
the children. His winning invitation and 
blessing embraced indiscriminately all the 
children present, and through them, all the 
children, as children, throughout the world. 
The child of prayer and the child of shame ; 
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the babe of the proud Pharisee, and the babe 
of the bumble Publican; the infant of the 
idolater and unbeliever. None are excluded 
from His blessing. " Suffer the little children 
to come unto Me." The w({fds declare that 
children belong to Christ. The words " Suf-^ 
fer^^ and ^^ Forbid them not,^^ imply that the 
children, as soon as old enough to understand 
would be attracted towards the Saviour un- 
less hindered. The annals of Scripture and 
of the Church show that children, unless pre- 
vented by neglect, or a more positive influ- 
ence, stay not away. At a very early age, a 
child's heart may, under the guidance of the 
Spirit, "gravitate to Him who is the Life and 
Light of the world." Untutored by sin, in the 
simplicity of infancy and childhood, they are 
not unwilling to " receive the kingdom of God."* 
" Is not a child in the arms of its mother a liv- 
ing call for help ? * Beceive me ; I have noth- 
ing ; I need everything. I too would fain find 
my little place upon earth.' " To these strik- 
ing words may we not add : Is it not a living 

* Mark x. 16. Luk© xviii, 17. 



y Google 



ohbist's invitation. 181 

call for spiritaal help ? A living expressioii 
of faith? I reckon, I trust I will not be left 
to perish. I receive nourishment fix)m my 
mother. I would receive spiritual food fix)m 
my Eedeemer. I seek my little place on 
earth; I would fain have my little place in 
heaven. Is it not an embodied appeal to the 
fidthfulness of the Creator, who does not for- 
sake the work of His hands, even though cor« 
rupted and marred (Isaiah xlv. 10, 11) ? May 
we not reasonably infer from *^ Suffer'^ and 
"J^orMoJwo^," that as truly as God has let a 
child be born, so surely has He also prepared 
a salvation for it? That it lives and smiles in 
SL fides impTdcUa on this salvation ? That when 
He calls them away, He says thereby precisely 
to parents, "Suffer," and to the children, 
" Come unto me ?" 

The ''children" and the ''such" are to be 
distinguished ; yet not wholly dissevered. If 
two classes are designated, then, that the first 
includes the second, is evidently implied in 
the connecting word, for. The words ''of 
sucK^ can have but one of two significations : 
16 



y Google 



182 SHADOW OK THE HEARTH. 

(a) resemblance, (b) identity. If resemblance, 
then, of adults, possessed of a child-like dis- 
position, is the kingdom of heaven. But if of 
tbese, because like infants, then infants must 
belong to tbe kingdom of heaven. But the 
word "fiwcA" uniformly signifies sameness of 
kind."* The reasoning is not, that of persons 
resembling such the kingdom of heaven is 
constituted. This makes the Lord say, Suflfer 
these to come, because those belong to the king- 
dom. The fact that adults belong to the king- 
dom, is no good reason why children should. 
Nor would it warrant the conclusion that chil- 
dren ought not to be hindered from being 
brought to Christ in order to be blessed. On 
the same principle He might have said, " Suf- 
fer doves and lambs to come unto me, for of 
persons resembling such is the kingdom of 
heaven made up. This proves too much ; 
consequently proves nothing."t The word 
must refer to infants and children. These first, 
those like them next Suffer little children to 

* This is dearlj established by Dr. Rice in his work on 
Baptism. f Dr. Russel. 
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come, because little children, and adalts like 
them, belong to the kingdom of heaven. Not 
alone the children before Him, but all in all 
ages who are in the state, and all who possess 
the character of infancy. 

" Of such is the Tdngdom of heaven^ This 
phrase signifies the kingdom of grace, or the 
kingdom of glory, or both. If the phrase* has 
the former signification, then it is a distinct 
and authoritative recognition of the fact, that 
infants have a place in the visible church. 
But the visible church is a type of the invis- 
ible. The classes, for whose admission into 
the former provision is made by the Redeemer, 
are represented in the latter. And God's pro- 
viding a place for infants in the kingdom of 
grace, is clear proof (since none are admitted 
into it unless in a salvable state) that He has 
provided for them a place in the kingdom of 
glory. Dying, they are not only ransomed 
from the pains of this mortal strife, but are ad- 
mitted into the kingdom prepared before the 
foundation of the world. 

If the phrase has the latter signification, 
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then is it the emphatic declaration of Him who 
holds the keys of that kingdom ; " who open- 
eth and no man shutteth, and shntteth and no 
man openeth^" that the " such" form a great 
proportion of the redeemed family who in- 
herit and inhabit the mansions of everlasting 
light and everlasting love. 

Mark and Luke* relate, as a continuation of 
the Saviour's words, before the act of blessing, 
" Verily, I say unto you, whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he 
shall not enter therein." There the Eedeemer 
includes both ideas in the phrase. In one re- 
spect the kingdom of grace and of glory are 
the same. The kingdom of grace is essentially 
spiritual in the earthly, and entirely spiritual 
in the heavenly state. Now, to enter God's 
kingdom, which is an invisible and spiritual 
one, a childlike spirit, free from pride and 
self-will, receiving Divine impressions in hum- 
ble submission and conscious dependence, is 
essential. The verse is a strong rebuke of 
that self-confidence which expects a share in 

* Mark X. 15 : Luke xviii. 11. 
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the kingdom on the ground of intellectua] and 
moral worth. To all who enter therein it is, 
as it ever must be, a gift. The kingdom of 
God is not merited, but must -be receiveoL 
There always remains the first and ever-pres- 
ent initiative of God's working and giving. 
Man passively receives* the grace, as new-bom 
babes of the new birth. This grace, received 
unconsciously ,f is afterwards •onsciously man- 
ifested in faith and repentance. 

This first fundamental gift of God never 
enters by ike door of the understanding into the 
soul. Consequently, the gift may be imparted, 
or, the kingdom of God may be received be- 
fore the understanding is sufficiently matured 
to act. Nay, more, adults can enter only pas- 
sively, in the true sense, into the kingdom of 
God. For this kingdom must be received as 
a little child receives it, before it can be en- 
tered. Then little children do receive itj 

* The Holy Ghost must ever be received, 

f This the rule, there may be exoeptions, as in the case of 
Paul 

X This is, we think, the point of the comparison. The text 
does not teach that all children do actually receive this king- 
dom ; but that they are capable of receiving it 
16* 
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They can receive the grace which in adnlts 
anticipates &ith and repentance. The exer- 
cise of £edth is not necessary to them, for, hay- 
ing never consented by their own act to the 
sin of their first parent, they need not by faith 
ratify their acceptance of Christ's righteous- 
ness, as their surety under the better covenant 
Nor is the exercise of repentance, for they are 
not guilty of conscious sins proceeding from a 
sinftd nature : hence can not repent of them. 

Thus far these two facts are clear, viz.. 
That heaven is composed to a good degree of 
infants and children ; and that they are cap- 
able of receiving that qualification which is 
requisite to an entrance there. 

Having uttered the remarkable words, the 
Saviour performed a significant act : " He put 
His hands upon them, and blessed them." 

Eegeneration of the soul by the Holy Spirit 
is as absolutely necessary as the righteousness 
of Christ imputed, for an entrance into hea- 
ven, (John iii. 5). Now, Christ commands 
children to be brought to Him. " Why ? Be- 
cause He is the Life. To give them life, 
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therefore, He makes them partakers of Him- 
self. All those whom Christ blesses are ex- 
empted from the curse of Adam and the wrath 
of God ; and as it is known that infants were 
blessed by Him, it follows that they are ex- 
empted from death."* But since nothing that 
defileth can enter heaven, infants must be re- 
generated. The fact that they can receive the 
kingdom of God, shows that they can be re- 
generated. The fact that the Saviour put His 
hands upon and blessed them, shows that they 
actually are regenerated. For the imposition 
of hands was the usual sign by which the com- 
munication of the Holy Spirit was shadowed 
forth.t 

It is not our place to inquire how^ nor im- 
portant to know when God's Spirit changes an 
infant's soul. This implies an acquaintance 
with the properties of the soul, and with the 
operations of the Holy Spirit, far beyond our 
reach. It is about the facts alone that we are 
concerned. These well established should 

» Calvin's Institutes, voL iL, pp. 419, 420, 507. 
f Acts ix. n, and viii. 11 ; and elsewhere. 



y Google 



188 SHADOW ON THE HEARTH. 

fully aatisfy our minds. Pictet suggests :• "It 
is probable that this operation consists in 
breaking off a certain moral union or sym- 
pathy, which the soul immediately and natur- 
ally acquires with the corrupt body; and since 
this moral union depends upon certain corpo- 
real motions of the spirits impressed by the 
parents, from which motions certain affections 
arise in the soul, it is probable that the Holy 
Spirit breaks off this union ; on the one hand 
by altering the motions of the spirits, either 
by suspending or restraining them, and on 
the other hand, by stirring up other emotions 
in the soul." 

A distinction is made between the principle 
of grace and its exercise. The principle is 
communicated by the Spirit ; the exercise is 
by the recipient. The principle may be com- 
municated without the intervention of any 
instrumentality, by the direct operation of the 
Spirit And since the kingdom of God is es- 
sentially one in both the present and future, 
the incorruptible seed may be imparted on 

• Theology, page 297, Pres. Board Pab. edition. 
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earth, not here to grow, but to spring up, and 
bloom, and bear fruit of unfading fragrance in 
the salubrious atmosphere of heaven. 

In this there is nothing contrary to reason. 

A sinful tendency exists in infents long be- 
fore it is developed in actual transgression 
Oan not a tendency to holiness, if imparted, 
as easily exist, although its development be 
witnessed only in heaven ? Is it any less ca- 
pable of participation of the Divine nature 
than of participation of the virus of original 
sin. 

Had Adam continued obedient, all his pos- 
terity would have been bom with a principle 
predisposing them to holiness. Holiness 
would have been manifested as soon as moral 
agency began, and would have continued un- 
impaired during life. Can any good reason be 
given why the intellectual and moral facul- 
ties of a child are less capable of receiving 
holy predispositions from the Divine Spirit 
now? 

Is it not just as consistent with the Divine 
character, and just $is easy for God to renew 



y Google 



190 SHADOW ON THE H£ABTH. 

and perfect the faculties of a babe, as it is for 
Him to convert and purify the well-developed 
powers of the matured mind, or of the man of 
gray hairs ? Can there be any thing in the 
mere circumstance of infancy to hinder the 
reception of grace ? That power which gave 
intellectual and moral greatness to the mind 
of Newton, and so sanctified it, that, like 
the wise men, he laid his greatness at the Sa- 
viour's feet, could and would, had He called 
him away while these faculties were yet unde- 
veloped, have perfected and expanded them 
in another sphere. 

But not only are in&nts capable of being 
regenerated; we know from Scripture that 
they actually have been. There are instances 
recorded in which grace has begun its work 
in infancy, and in some even before birth. Of 
Jeremiah it is written : "Before I formed thee 
in the belly I knew thee, and before thou 
camest out of the womb, ' I sanctified thee." 
Of John Baptist it was predicted that " he 
should be filled with the Holy Ghost, even 
from his mother's womb." The humanity of 
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the Holy Eedeemer was ever filled with the 
Holy GhoBt 5 and all the accounts we have of 
such men as Samuel and Timothy warrant the 
conclusion that they were sanctified from the 
womb. What has been done can be done ; 
nor should we, with such instances before us, 
limit the power and grace of regeneration to 
those periods of life when consciousness is in 
active operation. God delights in mercy. He 
possesses the power to impart, and in infants 
the capacity to receive the new nature. And 
though we can not understand how the soul 
of an infant can become the subject of those 
spiritual exercises which the Bible associates 
with matured reason, yet this mystery should 
not prevent us fi:om receiving the doctrine in 
their case any more than in the case of the 
penitent thief. In either case the work is 
done, as it were, in a moment. Now, if sal- 
vation, at the last moment of a guilty life, is 
a glorious trophy of His cross, why not at the 
first dawn of existence ? He who communi- 
cated a holy nature to Adam, and sanctified 
Jeremiah and John, can, "with infinite ease. 
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perfect what is lacking in infants' unfarnisbed 
minds, and pour upon them, in a moment, 
that light and grace which will qualify them 
for a state, in comparison with which onrs 
upon earth is but childhood and infancy." 
And when transplanted in celestial climes, 
how glad will be their song and hosannasi 
Saved by rich and free grace, they can sing, 
" we sought it not ; we could not seek it ; and 
yet the Lord loved, delivered, sanctified us, 
and made us happy. GHory be to Qod in the 
highest" 

Now, the imposition of hands indicated the 
communication of regenerating grace. And 
since it was the Saviour Himself, who after- 
wards breathed on His disciples, saying, " re- 
ceive ye the Holy Q-host," we are warranted 
from His act, and the accompanying words, in 
the conclusion, that the kingdom of G-od was 
imparted to, and received by, the children. 
" We doubt not," says McFarlane, in his ex- 
cellent work x)n the subjeict of infant salvation, 
"that all the children whom He blessed on 
this occasion are now in heaven, whether they 
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died early, ox lived to a good old age." And 
if ecclesiastical history be correct^ we are in- 
formed in it by Nicephorus, that the celebrated 
Ignatius, afterwards Bishop of Antiocb, and 
then a martyr, was one of these in£Emts.* 

The Bedeemer's action was accompanied by 
His benediction. He Uessed them. This was 
no senseless ceremony. Nor was it done to 
heal them of disease ; for so &r as we can 
gather £rom the narratives, they were sound 
and healthy. For had they been in any way 
afflicted, it is scarcely possible that the disci- 
ples would have objected to their presentation 
to Jesus to be relieved. Nor was it done 
merely to gratify the feelings of those present- 
ing them. Nor can it be properly regarded 
as the simple expression of tenderness in so 
loving a heart towards smiling childhood and 
helpless infancy. His whole deportment upon 
the occasion was altogether too solemn to al- 
low any such explanations. From motives, 
perhaps honest, the disciples interfered to 
prevent the children fix^m being brought to 

♦ Doddridge, w tow. 
17 



y Google 



194 SHADOW ON THE HfiABTH. 

Christ Their interference was oflfensive to 
Him. It was the only time in all the life of 
the meek and lowly Jesus, when he was 
"much displeased."* And this expression 
of mingled indignation and displeasure was 
against His disciples because they entertained 
the idea that in&nts and children were too 
young to receive His blessing. 

Had He justified their interference and re- 
pulsed the babes, ** what an extinction of light I 
What a drying up of the river of hope I What 
an appalling cessation of ravishing music 1" 
But Qod be thanked. He rebuked His disci- 
ples; called the children near; and in His 
official character imposed His hands, and pro- 
nounced His benediction. Only as God-man, 
Mediator, could He with such authoritative 
distinctness have pronounced, " of such is the 
kujgdom of heaven." In this character, His 
blessing confers eternal life. For if His bless- 
ing was a prayer, it was an act of His priest- 
hood; hence intercessory. But His interces- 

* The word in the Greek is expressire of strong indigna- 
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sioii is only co-extensive with His atonement 
The objects of His intercession are the sub- 
jects of pardoning mercy and sanctifying 
grace. Ever living to make intercession for, 
He is able to save them. Hence, when they 
die they ''behold His glory." If a benedic-* 
tion in the proper sense, then an act of His 
Kingship. But if a kingly act, then they are 
blessed. His blessing is one of deed. He 
makes blessed. He confers well-being. See 
the King of kings take them up, one by one 
in His arms, and pronounce and name them 
blessed. And who shall disannul it ? Who 
curse those that Christ has blessed? Who 
shut the gate of heaven to those to whom the 
Saviour has granted admission? For if as 
infants and children they were brought to be 
blessed while living, and as such He blessed 
them, saying, "of such is the kingdom of 
heaven," then if they die in childhood, they 
remmn what His blessing makes them. 

Upon another memorable occasion the Sa- 
viour uttered remarkable words, which will 
gready elucidate the subject of our inquiryi* 
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We quote fix)in Matthew xviii. 16-14. (Com- 
pare Mark ix. 33 to the end, and Luke ix. 
46-48.) 

"Jesus calls a little child unto Him, and set 
him in the midst of them ; and said, Verily I 
say unto you, except ye be converted and be- 
come as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. * * * * Take heed 
that ye despise not one of these little ones, for 
I say unto you, that in heaven their angels do 
always behold the fece of my Father which is 
in heaven. * * * * It is not the will of your 
Father in heaven, that one of these little ones 
should perish." 

In the whole range of Scripture history 
there is not a more striking and significant 
symbolical illustration of Christianity than is 
presented in this attractive scene.* A little 
child is used as a living emblem of a true 
Christian disciple. Man, by conversion, must 
become as a little child, before he can enter 
the kingdom of heaven. Not like the par- 
ticular child whom Jesus called. He called a 
little child — any child. 
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"In this discourse Christ shows wherein the 
true greatness of His disciples consists ; where' 
on it is founded ; and how it expresses itself. ' 
It consists in humility^ (ver. 8,) which places 
every disciple on the same level, (ver. 4) ; and 
in the love which flows from it, is given with 
it, and which preserves the humble disciple 
from offending, (ver. 6). This is genuine 
child-likeness, which neglects or despises no 
person as little. Child-likeness is Christian 
character. The model of this character is a 
genuine little child. "As this child— only 
observe it — ^is called, and comes; is placed, 
and lets itself be placed ; is embraced, and lets 
itself be embraced ; it follows, obeys, receives, 
(Mark x. 15,) mistrusts not, resists not, just be- 
cause it knows this : ^ I am a child, and this is 
friendly man I' " Such is humble trust by which 
the Saviour is embraced, and through which 
the soul is lifted up to heaven.* Without this 
child-like spirit there can be no religious life ; 

♦ Most beautifclly, Stier; God trains His children to be 
small, as we do ourselves to be great. The growth of the 
new man is downward in humility and simplicity. 
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since when the mind is in bondage to pride 
and self-will, Divine impressions will not be 
leceived in humble submission and conscious 
dependence. Without the qualities of the 
child we can not enter the kingdom of God, 
which is essentially spiritual in its earthly, 
and entirely spiritual in its heavenly state. 

This little child is really great ; so also is 
the lowly believer. But this greatness is 
Jbunded on the greatness of salvation through the 
Bedeemer. He came to save the lost. This 
little child, and the child-like believer is great 
because Christ is in him. They are His own. 
Them He blesses. (See ver. 5.) They yield 
unassumingly to Him, and become great by 
His bending Himself down to them. Not 
only are they the objects of redeeming love, 
according to the. Father's good pleasure ; but 
they are also highly honored before God. " Their 
angels do always behold the face of my Fa- 
ther. Take heed, therefore, how ye despise 
one of these little ones." They are capable 
o^ and under the guidance and guardianship 
of the ministering spirits. Every child-like 
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believer, and "every chUd, until sin drives 
him out) has his angel, as we may trace in the 
reflection on the countenance and in the form 
of childhood." Until corruption breaks forth 
and carries them away, in the stream of actual 
transgression, children^ as children^ are to be reck- 
oned among the " children of Ood^ 

It is evident from the train of the Saviour's 
remarks that in them he comprehended two 
classes — ^the child and the child-like ones. He 
also identifies them, passing easily &om sym- 
bol to the symbolised, and vice versa. " Who- 
soever shall himself be as this little child. 
Whosoever receives such a child." " The 
whole of what is said in verses 5, 6, 10, 11, 
14, is rightly to be understood and used of 
the little child, as well as * the little ones.' "* 

The inference is inevitable, that the Sa- 
viour's regard for little children, whom He 
makes the model of true believers, can not be 
less than for the believer himself. He came 

* The exegesis of the passage, and the quotations, are 
from that profound and eminently devotional work, **Th0 
Words of the Lord Jesus." 
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to seek and to save them. It is not the will 
of the Father that one of these little ones 
should perish. 

This discussion warrants the following con- 
elusions : — 

1. In&ntsand children, as such, belong unto 
Christ 

2. They are to be brought to Him, that they 
may receive life ; and, being blessed of Him, 
they are exempted from death. 

8. Unless through neglect, or a more pos- 
itive hindrance, they will come to Him. 

4. They are capable of receiving the king- 
dom of God. But, if it be received, it will be 
entered. 

5. They are the model of the true believer. 

6. One purpose of Christ's mission was to 
save them as lost. And it is not the will of 
our Heavenly Father that any of them should 
perish. 

7. Of such is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

8. Christ spake these things of children as 
children, and irrespective of the condition of 
parents. 
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Now, if all these things are spoken of them 
as little children, and as such they die, are 
they not still in the position, and possessed of 
the character declared in His gracious words ? 
If so precious in His sight while living, that 
to receive them is to receive Him, dying, are 
they not equally precious? Does death 
change His regard, or the grave annid His 
sayings ? If they belong to Christ while liv- 
ing, are they not equally His when dead? 
Yes, they are saved. His voice in their death 
is, " Come unto me." He calls all the infent 
dead to Himself. In their preservation from 
the destroyer. He ** sees of the travail of His 
soul and is satisfied." Called, they come. 
They reach the prize without running the 
race ; gain the crown without engaging in the 
conflict ; and, ascending to God, they sit down 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the king- 
dom of God. 

By such arguments as these, mourning com- 
panions, has my mind been fully satisfied of 
the truth of this doctrine, and rests in calm 
and immovable repose. And, if you have 
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followed in the examination, I trust you too 
can hardly say, that the salvation of all who 
die in infSuicy is a doctrine clearly taught in 
the word of Q-od. 

You have learned what it is to mourn " as 
one moumeth for a first-bom" ; or are suffer- 
ing the painful supplement, "to be in bit- 
terness as one is in bitterness for an 
only son." Your sorrows link you to the 
best of our race; for, which of all the fathers 
were exempt from mourning parental be- 
reavement? 

But, O parents bereaved, weep no longer 
for your dead. Weep for yourselves. If un- 
forgiven, because of your sins. Seek the fisuje 
of your Saviour, who has redeemed and saved 
your child, that your sins may be pardoned, 
and your sorrow turned into joy. K forgiven, 
because not wholly God's. But weep no 
longer for your dead. The rays of hope 
which shine from the Sacred Word should 
turn the tide of parental grief into the very 
flood-swell of richest consolation. Like those 
flowers which bloom but an hour in the mom- 
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ing, and then fold up their beauties from the 
gaze forever, so have our babes 

" In the spirit's yomg bloom 
Ere earth has profaned what was bom for the skies^'' 

folded up their beauties below, that thej might 
unfold them in unfEtding fragrance on high. 
Your babes are safe. Of this there can be no 
doubt. The voice that called them away is 
the same that said, ^' Suffer little children to 
come unto me." The hand that took them 
was once laid, with a benediction, on chil- 
dren's heads. The arms which received them, 
once embraced others within their clasp. 
They are in their Father's house, in the midst 
of admiring disciples, who welcome them, 
ransomed from the pains of this mortal strife, 
as fresh exhibitions of the signal fulfilments 
of Christ's wondrous words, "Out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings thou hast per- 
fected praise," "in the temple on high I" 
And if, like him of old, you have a believer's 
place, you may assume a cheerful countenance, 
and looking up to Heaven with holy joy, say, 
" I shall go to him, but he shall not return to 
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me/' And when you pass beyond tlie thresh- 
old of that happy place, amid the anthem peal 
of praise which you will hear rising up before 
the throne, none will sound sweeter than the 
melodies which gash forth fix)m the full hearts 
of an uniyersally saved in&nt train, and that 
are warbled by in&nt tongues. 

The doctrine of the Besurrection is a theme 
of delightful contemplation to the belierer. 
They may mourn without measure who mourn 
without hope. But the believer is assured 
that the dishonors of the grave will be all ob- 
literated. Not only will he arise fix)m the 
tomb, freed firom every taint of corruption, but 
when he commits to the grave the precious 
dust that " sleep in Jesus," he expects to re- 
ceive it again. He "sorrows not as others 
who have no hope; for those who sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him." 

He knows his children sleep in Jesus. 
They were committed to the grave in hope 
of the Resurrection and the life. And the 
grave can not hold forever the redeemed dust 
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committed to its care. As they share in the 
death, so will they partake of the life. The 
bodies of infents will be raised on the resur- 
rection morn. John, in apocalyptic vision, 
" saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God." These terms express not only relative 
position, but also relative age. They are not 
raised to he judged, for the judgment proceeds 
according to twrks done in the body, and in- 
fants have done no works. As already shown, 
they are not raised to suffer. They can be 
raised only to be blessed. Soul and body are 
reunited to enjoy everlasting happiness. 

As infants they die ; as infants will they be 
saved. Then must their little forms be fash- 
ioned like unto Christ's glorious body. Sown 
in corruption, they will be raised in incorrup- 
tion ; sown in weakness, they will be raised in 
power ; sown in dishonor, they will be raised 
in glory. They will arise the same, yet how 
altered I Every imperfection removed, their 
infiint forms will be fitted to bear up under 
the exceeding and eternal weight of glory 
which shall be conferred upon them, 
18 
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What an interesting and delightfal feature 
of that awful day I Uncounted millions of 
ransomed infants' forms will spring from the 
dust to soar to the sky. Not one will be miss- 
ing; not one take up the agonizing cry, 
" Bocks and mountains on us fall." Arrayed 
in shining robes, they will mingle in that vast 
concourse, among the happiest of the happy. 
Every eye will beam with pleasure ; every 
cheek glow with a smile; every lip tremble 
with praise. Beautiful as is the lifeless clay of 
infitncy — ^for death can not '^ steal from it the 
signet-ring of heaven" — still more beautiful 
will it be upon that joyous day. Its features, 
which have never been distorted by wicked 
passion, nor darkened by pining grief, nor fur- 
rowed by reverses and vicissitudes, sorrows 
and sins, will then glow with all the freshness 
of morning, and reflect the glory of their God 
and Eang. 

With such assurances from God's Word, I 
love to visit the sleeping-place of the dead. 
Once, when I entered there, it was with the 
feelings of Mary. But now I can not go to 
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'*the grave to weep there." The scenes of 
sickness, suffering, and death which have des- 
olated my heart, rush vividly before my mind^ 
showing how deep and strong the impression 
they made. The emotions which, like wave 
after wave, swept over my bosom, while life 
hang in fearftil uncertainty, are engraven upon 
my memory. But though my loved ones are 
locked up in the tomb, I can not exclaim, " O 
the inexorable despotism of death! O the 
cruel sovereignty of the grave 1" 

Here my children rest in peace. Angels of 
light guard the portals of their chamber. 
Overarching it is the bow of promise, upon 
which are written the words, "Hope, Eter- 
nal Life, Reunion." I love to recall the 
past, and meditate upon the future. And as 
in solitude I muse, it sometimes seems as if 
through the door of paradise, opened to let in 
homeward-returning lambs, delicious breezes 
blow their refreshing influence upon me from 
that abode of blessedness. O that I might al- 
ways be as tranquil, and have as realized a 
nearness to God I 
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Nor mine alone. Others rest as sweetly, 
and upon their tomb is inscribed the same 
blessed hope. I love to look out the hillocks, 
and mark the inscriptions engraved by fond 
affection. Here is one with the simple in^ 
Bcription, "Little Willie." There another in- 
scribed with " The Only Daughter." Touch- 
ing and expressive as these are, my heart is 
more affected by those just passed. Upon 
one, " It is well with the child ;" another re- 
calls Job's submission ; whilst the third brings 
before me the blessed Master, saying, " Suffer 
the litde children to come to me." 

And there is one crumbling with age, which 
still tells the passer-by that underneath four in- 
fants' ashes — all that God had given — ^lie. The 
relics, and touching memorials of the past — 
the emblems of departed innocency — ^the lamb, 
the wreath, the simple flower, and the ever- 
green, symbol of infant immortality — ^all at- 
tract me with an irresistible power. These 
little heaps link me to the world of brightness. 

" For every hillock repreeenU 
An angel in the sky." 
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The stately shaft, the costly monument, the 
elaborate cenotaph may breathe forth a lie; 
but these little mounds, in softest whispers, 
speak " not hst^ but gone before." These lit- 
tle ones are with the Lord, The casket is 
broken, but the jewel is safe. If our senses 
were acute enough to hear the melody of the 
grave, some such gentle tones as these would 
be heard : ** I am * asleep in Jesus ;' Omnipo- 
tence is the guardian of my bed, while I sleep 
here a little while. The grave is but the 
* cradle where, in the gentle motions of the 
globe, Jesus rocks His sleeping child.' By- 
and-by He will come, the mighty Conqueror 
of death. His voice, which startles the sleep- 
ing dead, will wake me from my slumber. 
The green sod will part, and the dazzling 
glory of that morning will stream into every 
crevice of my little grave. My bands will 
burst, my body glow with immortality. The 
great hurricane of destruction which sweeps 
over the globe, the thunders of God's wrath, 
and the crash of falling worlds, strikes not ter- 
ror in my happy heart. The voice which an- 
18* 
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nounces that time shall be no more, will thrill 
like sweet music through my soul; and in the 
arms of angels, with all the ransomed of the 
Lord, I will ascend to sing ImmanuePs praises, 
and receive the harp, the crown, and everlast- 
ing joj." 

Parent, can you not say, repose precious 
dust in thy bed ? Thou art in safer custody 
than mine 1 Can you not hear the word of 
comfort, "Thus saith the Lord, Eefrain thy 
voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears. 
/ vnll save thy children ; and great shall be 
their peace. For the mountains shall depart, 
and the hills be removed ; but my kindness 
shall not depart &om thee, neither shall the 
covenant of my peace be removed ?" 
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Snnslfint in i\t f tsrt. 

** To UB, for many anxious months. 
His in&nt smOes were given; 
And then he bade farewell to earth, 
And went to live in Heaven. 

" I can not tell what form is His, 
What look he weareth now; 
Nor g^ess how bright a gloiy crowns 
His shining seraph brow. 

^ The thoughts that fill his sinless soa], 
The bliss that he doth feel, 
Are numbered with the secret things 
Which God will not reveal 

<<But I know, for Cknl hath told me this, 
That He is now at rest. 
Where other blessed infants are. 
On their Saviour's loving breast** 

Slowly the old-fashioned clock was strikiiig 
the midnight hour, as I finished the last chap- 
ter. Memory, in busily portraying many a 
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scene of my checkered life, brought back the 
bitter night when, after a brief sojourn, my 
welcomed and cherished Henry passed the 
portals of immortality. This was the anni- 
versary of his true birthday. 

'* I did not think, my darling, 
So brief thy life would be; 

" I thought that God had sent thee 
For many a coming year; 
With thy endearing loveliness 
Our hearth and hours to cheer." 

But " though lost to sight, to memory dear." 
Dear, not because dead, but living. Once 
they were dead, but now they are alive ; and 
they live forever more. They are with Christ, 
and He is the "true God, and eternal Ufe" 
He is their life; and since He can not die, 
they can not die. Of that true life, in its deep 
experience, in its strange rich secrets of 
mingled joy and sorrow, they knew nothing 
ere they went away. But now they know that 
life in its sunnier side alone. They are there, 
where this life only is fully developed and en- 
joyed — ^life in its completeness and incorrupt- 
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ible excellency — that " eternal life, which God 
that can not lie, promised before the world 
began." The song they sing is a song of life. 
The crown they wear is a " crown of life." 
The tree, beneath whose fragrant foliage they 
sit down with great delight, and whose fruit 
is sweet to the taste and life-sustaining, is 
" the tree of life." The "pure river, clear as 
crystal," which makes glad the city where 
they dwell, is the '* river of life." The people 
with whom they associate are the " heirs of 
life." It is all life. Death's shadow can not 
darken the celestial portals. ilTot uncertain ; 
for it exists as long as God exists. Not 
gloomy; for it is "joy unspeakable and full 
of glory." " In Thy presence is fuUness of 
joy, and at Thy right hand there are pleasures 
forever more." 

They still live, and are stiU our children. 
And as our children wiU they welcome us to 
the city where they live. It is a " city pre- 
pared" before the foundations of the world, 
and destined to endure when the heavens and 
earth have passed away. It was not reared 
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bj human art or hands, but was founded and 
&shioned by the skill and power of God. 
" Whose builder and maker is God." He not 
only prepared, but dwells in it. It is " the 
city of the living God." " Unto that they 
are come." 

All its glories lie beyond the reach of our 
senses. They see not its triumphs, hear not 
its songs, realize not its mysteries. But to the 
perceptions of the spiritual mind, to the sweet 
vision of &ith, heaven is no less real, no less 
radiant, no less glorious, than if it were some 
Insight star that nightly arrested our gaze as 
the fairest of the twinkling train. Our senses 
teach us, without any demonstration, the ex- 
istence of this world. So faith receives 
the existence of the celestial city as a fiwt. 
Eye hath not seen it, ear hath not heard it, 
*^but God hath revealed it unto us by His 
Spirit." 

The believer, gifted with a keen, clear vis- 
ion, and placed upon a lofty eminence, finds 
his prospect a wide one. Though he can 
**know but in part," and " sees through a glass 
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darkly," jet, with his farnseeing eye, and fix)m 
his lofty position, he sees the " land that is 
afar off." Glimpses, at most, it is true — ^yet 
satisfactory and glorious. " Beyond the range 
of present hope and fear, of present joy or 
sadness ; beyond the calms, no less than the 
storms of earth ;" beyond all things that make 
tip his terresdal universe, his prospect ex- 
tends until it reaches the new heavens and 
new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. It 
is his Father's house and home. It is the 
"convocation of angels." It is the general 
assembly, and church of the first-bom. It is 
the presence-chamber of Lnmanuel, his King. 
It is the end of life's weary pilgrimage, and 
the home of his hopes and aspirations. It is 
the world of light, which sin's shadow never 
darkens ; the world of repose, which unrest 
never disturbs ; the world of joy, where suf- 
fering and sorrow can never be found. De- 
lightful as is the prospect, it is substantial and 
abiding. It is no picture of fancy, which may 
dissolve and disappear, but a vivid reality. 
'* We know we have a building of God, eternal 
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in the heavens,"* Transporting theme ! He 
never wearies in its contemplation. The 
longer and more steady he gazes, the more 
bright it appears, spreading onward to infinity 
the excellence of an everlasting splendor. 
There he longs to live. Thither he hastens. 
Its attractions, and the treasures there laid up, 
by a sweet and gentle, yet powerful influence, 
draw God's tempted, suffering, sorrowing chil- 
dren daily nearer their final home. 

"In my Father's house are many mansions," 
These mansions are inhabited by the " whole 
family of God" (Eph. iii, 15). Home ideas, 
and home feelings are intimately and beauti* 
fiilly associated with heaven. The church on 
earth is the believer's home ; and all God's 
children are brethren. The ties of brother- 
hood are not severed by death ; nor is the 
fimily relation dissolved. Father, mother, 
and all the children may be gathered home at 
last, as now in the church. And may not the 
expression, "many mansions," suggest the 

* Although the ezpression refers to the resorrectioii body, 
it may be applied to heaven. 
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thought that some of them are inhabited by 
redeemed &milie8 ? In these maoy mansions 
are places for little children — of such is the 
kingdom of heaven — ^places, in all respects, 
adapted to their capacities and wants. 

Heaven is home to the believer, not only 
because his Saviour and best fiiends are there, 
but because his children are there. They fonn 
a prominent and lovely feature of his earthly 
home. And when early they are called away, 
if their sunny smiles were not seen there, if 
their buoyant steps were not heard there, if 
their joyous voices did not ring through the 
" mansions prepared," it would be to him a 
place of joy ; but it could not be, in all re- 
spects, a home. Lazarus was carried to Abra- 
ham's bosom. The Saviour carries the lambs 
in His boaom. These are terms suggestive of 
home. And the believer longs for that heaven 
so near, so delightful to his Mth, aa his home, 
because therein his stripUng immortals, gath- 
ered earliest, because loved the most, are hap- 
py with Jesus. 

In Ihe light of inspiration we have now the 
19 
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certainty of the salvauoo of all dying iu iu- 
fimcy. And with what loveliDeaa does it in- 
Test the triamphs of redeeming grace I like 
Aaron's rod, thu Saviour's cross has budded 
and blossomed. And a long continuous pro* 
cession of in&nt souls have gone up from all 
nations to the city of God. What trophies 
of the power of the cross I What touching 
evidence of the love and tenderness of our 
Qodl 

« IfiUiODS of infant souls compose 
The fiunflj abore.** 

' These thoughts afford great consolation and 
joy to believers. But who of them that 
mourns a departed babe has not longed to 
trace that spirit into the regions of happiness 
and glory? Who does not meditate much 
upon its condition and employments in the 
heavenly state ? 

The theme is dim with mystery. Yet from 
the knowledge which Scripture imparts upon 
the heavenly state, we may gather something 
to aid our inquiries. 

One thing is sure. The in£sint dead have 
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GOT ALL CHRIST DIED FOR. Whatever is com- 
prebended in this, so far as applicable to them, 
they possess. 

Bright and beautiful, -whilst they sojourned 
with us, they were the light of our homes, our 
solace and joy, and shed around a healthfal, 
holy influence. When they came we rejoiced ; 
but they entered weeping, as if sad to sojourn 
in our wicked world. When they departed, 
they smiled, as if glad to return home, whilst 
we wept. * Our hearts, deeply wounded, live 
on to bleed anew year after year. 

But striking and affecting as was the con- 
trast between their entrance and return, still 
more so was the contrast^ at the moment of 
departure, between the friends on earth and 
the friends in heaven! At the very time 
when our hearts were bleeding, and sighs and 
sounds of lamentation only were heard in our 
dwellings, songs and sounds of rejoicing re* 
echoed in heaven. Friends felt for us whOst 
we, with convulsive agony, marked the ap- 
proaching footsteps of the spoiler. Unseen 
visitants also were in the room. 
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We are taught that '' angels are ministering 
spirits sent forth to minister to them who are 
heirs of salvation." And we know that Laz- 
arus was carried by anqels into Abraham's 
bosom. Do they not still minister in the same 
way to heaven's heirs? Is not some guide 
needed when the ransomed soul goes up the 
unknown path to God? And if the matured 
believer, how much more does the in&nt train 
need a heavenly guide ? " Their angels always 
behold the face of the Fathor." And when 
He is pleased, He commissions their minister- 
ing spirits to descend, and attend the little 
sufferers home. They do not tread death's 
mighty galleries alone. Though unattended 
by fi9ither, or mother, or nurse, angels are their 
guard and guide. 

"We descend and enter the room where 
the called ones wait, with anguish, intensified 
by our inability to afford any assistance, we 
see the clouds gathering over them as they 
enter the valley of the shadow of death. 
These holy visitants watch with joy, and min- 
ister to their relief, whilst stru^ling with 
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pfdn, and cdnking beneath that lesiigtless power 
which turns all to dust. They see that we 
will have sorrow upon sorrow, but that our 
babes will soon rejoice with unspeakable joy. 

Soon the struggles were all ended, A smile 
illumined their countenances, and their fea* 
tures became fixed in death. We watched 
until we fancied we saw the departing soul, as 
it burst its tenement, and then bedewed the 
ashes of our now sainted darlings with our 
tears. The angels, receiving their precious 
charge, left our homes houses of mourning. 
Upward they rose above the sun and moon 
and stars, and onward sped, with the rapidity 
of thought, ufitil they reached the gates of the 
Celestial City. 

As they knock, firom within comes the in- 
quiry, " Who are these who seek admittance 
to this bright abode ?" Their guardians an- 
swer, "These little travelers are wanderers 
from the fold, who, having lost their way, we 
found upon the shore of a dreary world, and 
have now returned to the portals of the sky." 
From within comes a voice which, though 
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thej had never heard before, our infimts un- 
derstand: 

" lift up your heads, ye golden gatea^ 
And let the little wanderers in." 

The gates open. And what a glow of holy 
joy spreads over the face of heaven, as the 
angels enter and present their charge. 

There is joy in the presence of the angels 
over one sinner that repenteth. What joy 
must be theirs as they gather around the early 
saved, rescued from a wicked world, from 
lands shrouded in moral gloom, from a godless 
home, or passing from the family of prayer to 
the femily of praise. "With What ecstatic 
greetings do they receive, with what admiring 
wonder do they gaze upon every new apoca- 
lypse of redeeming grace, every new disclosure 
of the Saviour's glory 1" Saints, as they wel- 
come another spirit saved by grace, receive 
fresh accession to their bliss, and repeat, with 
additional fervor, the hallelujahs of redemp- 
tion. With what congratulations do the in- 
fant hosts receive each addition to their num- 
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berl How they rejoice I Hear how they 
sing, as they weave fresh garlands of victory 
for their King 1 And as each new trophy of 
redeeming love, now radiant in the Saviour's 
image, is conducted to the throne, angels cry, 
"The Lamb! The Lamb I approach with 
holy wonder and everlasting praise 1" Jesos 
smiles with ineffable sweetness, as He wel- 
comes them home. They are part of the pur- 
chase of His death ; and in their complete sal- 
vation, He " sees of the travail of His soul, and 
is satisfied*" Having already said to the par- 
ents, " Suffer your little children to come," He 
says to the children, " Come ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world." 

The introduction of these little ones into the 
presence of angels, and of the spirits of just 
men made perfect, is an amazing thought. 
Still more amazing that of their introduction 
into the presence of and to God. Without 
any alarm, they approach that great Being, 
who could, with infinite ease, crush earth's 
mightiest monarch — ^that august Being, who 
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poesesses an essential glory to which our imag- 
inations can not extend, and a sublimity of 
character, elevated above onr utmost reach of 
thought And if Moses' face shone with such 
a lustre after communion with God, that its 
brightness must be obscured by a veil, what 
must be the effect upon them of so near an ap* 
proach to God ! To us how inconceivable the 
expansion of the faculties, the increase of 
knowledge that must take place. 

And to the babes themselves, how surprising 
the change I How glorious the transition! 
One moment in the body — ^the next in heaven I 
From a sick-bed to a throne of glory 1 — ^from 
weeping friends to glorified spirits ! Prom a 
world of sin and suffering to a world of perfect 
holiness and endless bliss I One moment a 
little lower than the angels ; the next, more 
exalted, crowned with glory and honor 1 " The 
smallest planet is nearest the sun: ye stand 
nearest to God, ye little ones." They are 
adorned with white robes, that they may walk 
With saints in the presence of Gtod and the 
Lamb. And crowns are placed upon their 
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heads, wliich they cast at Jesus' feet^ singing, 
in strains sweeter than angels use, "Thou art 
worthy, for thou hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood." What an ecstatic bewilderment 
of joy they experience as the strange scenes 
of celestial glory dawn upon their opening 
minds I 

Yet no dread, nor alarm. " There is no fear 
in love. Perfect love casteth out fear." And 
this is their fruition. They love God, and are 
loved by God. This is joy in its ftdlness — 
perfect gladness. It is joy to know and love 
Him. It is deeper, fuller joy to be loved of 
Him* It is the love of the Godhead — ^for 
God is love. The love . of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost is shed abroad in their hearts. 
And this love is ** from everlasting to ever- 
lasting." They dwell in the bosom of God, the 
heart and home of love. Whatever love be- 
stows is theirs. They have peace profound, 
peace unutterable — " peace that seems like 
fragrance from . the * mountain of myrrh.' " 
They have holiness complete. For this love 
is holy love, and its influences make and 
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keep them holy. Thej have love that knows 
no diminution nor change. They can not 
have any fear or dread, for the perfect, eternal 
love they enjoy and possess leaves no room 
for these, and never can. 

Thby abb glorified infants. The pet- 
fection of what was lovely here. Then* salva- 
tion is based upon the unchangeable purpose 
and the all-su£ELcient grace of God. They are 
justified by and on account of the righteous- 
ness of Christ. But those whom God justifies, 
them He also glorifies. All the justified are 
glorified afiier death. The full consummation 
will not be until the morning of the resurrec- 
tion. But the realization they already enjoy. 
Glory is the perfection of all that is holy, ex- 
cellent, beautiful. They are glorified in being 
entirely conformed to Christ " We shall be 
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." The 
idea of infants made perfect is no less beautiful, 
no less honorable to God, than the idea of 
"just men made perfect." And they must be 
perfect, for ihey are with Christ, and to be 
with Him is to be like Him. We know not 
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what form ihey have, what looks thej wear ; 
but, since they measure not life by successive 
years, nor grow old in heaven, they must be 
in&nts made perfect As infants will their 
bodies be raised ; as in&nts mtist they stand 
before God ; as infants, then, must they live 
and develop their powers in the ages to 
come. 

The Scriptures clearly teach that there are 
different degrees of glory — Dan. xii. 8 ; 1 Cor. 
XV. 41. Those who suffered most and toiled 
hardest for Christ, like the Apostle Paul, will 
be stars of the first magnitude. Those in 
whom grace shone the most conspicuously, 
will be the most eminent in brightness. In 
these is the perfection of the irumlike — " of the 
fulness of the measure of the stature of Christ" 
The child-like is the characteristic feature of 
true piety — the type, the reality of heaven. 
Of such is that kingdom. In them, then, 
glorification must be the perfection of infaruy. 
Infancy, childhood perfect The child-like in 
nature at once the child-like in grace and 
glory. StUl children, but children freed from 
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every imperfection and frailty. Simplicity 
and lovdiness stereotyped and crowned. We 
can think of them only as children. My child 
in ghry / Asa child I will meet and know 
it again ! 

They are glorified. " The glory which thou 
gayest me, I have given them." All that 
Christ has is theirs. They are in the lest and 
most glorious kingdom — a '' purchased posses- 
sion/' upon which Jesus has bestowed his 
highest sidll — a kingdom which is lightened 
by the glory of God and the Lamb. The so- 
ciety they enjoy is glorified, the nobility of 
the universe, and the lest of every age and 
nation. Some were too young to walk, others 
so young that their steps were unsteady ; but 
now, robust in immortal strength, they tread, 
with even pace, the golden streets. They 
could but utter the first articulate sounds; 
but now, with an un&ltering tongue, they 
speak the language of the celestial city. 
When the realities of heaven dawn upon their 
opening consciousness, their first experience 
is of fiiith in Jesus' blood, the first lisp of lan- 
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guage, and the chorus of every strain is Jesus' 
name; their first and only emotions — ^grati- 
tude and love. 

They are glorified. Then "complete in 

Him," THEIR KNOWLEDGE IS PERFECT — 
THEIR EDUCATION IS COMPLETED. Some 

were too young to receive instruction ; othera 
just beginning to learn when they were 
transferred fix)m the nursery to that school 
where " the only discipline is love, the only 
lesson immortality." Meagre at most, com- 
pared with the sum, would be the whole 
amount of knowledge they could acquire, 
had they lived on earth to a ripe old age. 
That knowledge might have become a curse. 
But having passed within the veil where they 
" know as they are known," and enjoying the 
companionship of saints and angels, and the 
instructions of the great Teacher, the splendor 
of their attainments pales the brightness of 
earth's most gifted minds, "Their intel- 
lectual stature is only to be accounted small 
when compared with the wisdom of God." . 
Had they been spared, a whole life-time 
20 
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would baye fsuled to secure what God has ac- 
complished in a brief period. Knowledge 
there, like the light, surrounds, pervades, fills 
all minda No weariness, sickness, or pain 
shall cause them to pause or falter. Their 
residence gives beauty to the brow once 
wrinkled by pain; music to the voice, once 
tremulous with grief; strength to the mind, 
once immature from age ; and perpetuates the 
purity of the soul. Hence, their advance in 
knowledge must be, to us, inconceivably rapid. 
Onward, rapidly onward, ever onward will 
they advance in the mysteries of the kingdom, 
aspiring to heights infinitely above, ever ap- 
proaching, yet never reaching the untravelled 
depths of eternity. Their knowledge is ex- 
panded beyond our highest conception. Its 
sources are ever widening, ever increasing. 
The light of heaven irradiates, and its splen- 
dors delight their souls. With unclouded 
vision they penetrate the deep things of Gtod. 
The thought is almost overwhelming, and the 
mind in the boundless track is lost. 

The subject matter of their knowledge we 
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can not fully comprebend. But we know it 
must be such as is suited to their immortal 
natures, and the place where they reside. In 
that upper sanctuary, where the light of the 
Lamb pervades, they learn as they worship, 
and love to learn as they love to praise. They 
can not review past dangers. And as experi- 
enced saints tell them of the world to which 
they made a brief, and to many of them an 
unrecollected visit, with what sins they had to 
contend, what sorrows endure— evils they 
knew not, so speedy was their translation 
from nature's darkness to the cloudless glory 
of eternal day — they can not but praise the 
Friend who removed them so soon. 

Yet not as uninterested auditors will they 
listen to the story of earth's redeemed chil- 
dren. They had lived long enough to be 
united to the human family, and be enrolled 
among the citizens of earth. So that nothing 
truly human is foreign to them. Hence with 
pleasure will they listen, as prophets disclose 
what was foretold, and apostles what was ful- 
filled, concerning the Lamb. Patriarchs will 
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live their pilgrimages "o'er again;" Israers 
Psalmist sing the songs of Zion ; John portray 
how Jesus' presence made the lonely isle a pal- 
ace ; Paul recount his journeys and toils ; and 
martyrs tell of their life of tribulation and 
their bloody passage to the skies. In the va- 
rious ways in which success has crowned ef- 
fort through grace, they learn the significancy 
of the Church's watchword, "To be good, and 
do good, is the consummation of life." And 
as they learn of that cloud of sin, whose black 
shadow covers our globe, but which had 
scarcely shaded the brightness of their morn- 
ing before it was chased away ; as they learn 
the ways of heaven and the depths of love ; as 
they join in the song, and gaze with increas- 
ing delight upon Him who, at such a cost, 
achieved salvation ; they join in the exclama- 
tion, "0 the depths of the wisdom and knowl- 
edge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments, and His ways past finding out !" 

Ever at the Redeemer's side, and He their 
Great Teacher by immediate communication ; 
all heaven, all creation, God's works and 
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ways, the unfolded pages which they peruse ; 
what heights of knowledge will they not at- 
tain I What regions penetrate 1 what depths 
explore I All their powers of mind inconceiv- 
ably expanded ; all their susceptibilites of en- 
joyment fully satisfied ; all their perceptions 
unclouded by sin, unwearied by weakness and 
fatigue ; strangers to sickness and pain, " much 
study" will be to them not " a weariness," but 
a delight, as they continually rise into those 
regions of knowledge and love which pass our 
understanding. Changed from glory to glory, 
they will continually expand in all that con- 
stitutes the excellencies of their nature, as their 
ever-advancing steps in the mysteries of the 
Kingdom bring them nearer and nearer the 
'* comprehension of Him who is infinitely above 
and beyond their loftiest advance." " Oh, 
certainly, to see the growth of an in&nt im- 
mortal spirit in heaven, to watch its develop- 
ings in Christ, above the brightness of the 
firmament, must be a process of glory so ex- 
quisite, that nothing which we now see in the 
grandeur and beauty of all this material uni- 
20* 
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verae can hear any proportion to its loyeli- 



nesB."* 

Mourning comrade, God has executed one 
cherished purpose of your heart, your child's 
instruction, " only in a different form, and on 
an infinitely higher and grander scale.'' 

If the doors of their school were opened, 
and you could look in upon their ecstacy of 
joy as their minds unfold, as their affections 
are evolved, amid the surprising, the enrap- 
turing fiicenes — could you but hear them sing, 
in strains the grandest of all the choral sym- 
phonies of the skies — "Not by works of 
righteousness which we had done, but of His 
mercy He saved us by the washing of r^en- 
eration and renewing of the Holy Ghost" — 
methinks every murmur would subside, and 
you would magnify and bless God's holy 
name. 

Their holiness is perfected. No dread- 
ful imcertainty of their salvation fills your heart 
with painful anxieties and wrestling prayeia 

♦ Cheever. 
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They can not wander, despisei and perish* 
They are in that Presence where no evils re- 
duce, no sin defiles, no spoiler comes. Not 
one of all the infirmities they inherited from 
you, appertains to their perfectly holy nature. 
Washed in the Saviour's blood, clothed in the 
fine linen of the saints, without a stain on the 
conscience, a tear in the eye, or shadow on the 
soul, they are faultless before the throne. The 
same mind is in them that is in Christ Jesus; 
and as safe for ever from guilt, pollution, and 
eternal death, they sing hosannas to the Lamb, 
He is pleased with their praises, and every 
moment delights their happy souls with His 
approving smiles. 

They are glorified infants; then their hap- 
piness IS CONSUMMATEI). We dcsire their 
happiness. For this we cheerfully toil and 
suffer. Nothing affords greater delight than 
to know that they are truly happy. This de- 
sire has been fully granted. They have been 
taken from a world where suffering and sor- 
row must have been their lot, to a world 
where there is fulness op joy, and pleas- 
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USES FOBBVBB XOBE. They are happy be^ 
cause possessed of heavenly attributes ; be- 
cause they are firee from fitult, impurity and 
defect. Afl they can never sin, so they can 
never suffer. They have escaped all the trou- 
bles of life, and will never meet with anything 
that will inflict the slightest pain or grief. 
What a world of endless blessedness lies before 
them in that happy world! Aroimd them are 
happy people; and the inexhaustible foun- 
tains of celestial bliss within them, the well of 
water springing up to everlasting life. They 
are always singing, never sighing. They meas- 
ure not their joys by years. But as eternity 
rolls on, their likeness to their Redeemer, and 
their happiness go on in swift and uninter- 
rupted succession. Boimdless perfection con- 
stitutes their felicity. Their knowledge is the 
source of immingled joy. Their affections 
flow on in ever-abiding channels towards the 
Source of infinite happiness, and through all 
those subordinate streams where it is distrib- 
uted. They are happy in learning — ^happy in 
loving — ^happy in communing with saints — 
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happy in bowing in adoration of the Majesty 
upon the throne — happy in the possession of 
unbounded freedom — ^happy in executing the 
Divine wOl — ^happy in standing at the portals 
to accompany parents into the presence cham- 
ber of the King — ^happy in all the work and 
worship of heaven. Nothing could be added 
to increase their felicity. Nothing can ever 
disturb or detract from their joy. 0, could 
they address you from that mount of Gtod to 
which they have ascended, would they not 
say, "Weep not for us, but weep for yoiir- 
selves and for your other children. Ours is 
the throne of triumph, yours and theirs is the 
time of conflict and toil.'' 

"Weep not^ my parents, weep not, I am blest^ 
But must leave heaven if I oome to thee ; 
For I am where the weary are at rest, 
The wicked cease from troubling-— oomb to mb." 

But we must dwell for a moment longer 
upon the thought of their happiness in singing 
the song of glory. In&nt choirs are needed 
to make up the full concert of heavenly sym- 
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phony. In&nt voices sound sweet in family 
worship, in the Sunday-school, and in the 
church. When the whole multitude of single- 
hearted little ones, upon some anniversary, 
strike up their artless hymn of praise to God, 
the thrill of their tender voices vibrates in the 
hearts of every auditor. Even the Great Mas- 
ter of assemblies loved to hear their voices in 
song, and surely these voices are not sealed in 
the better world. They must unite in the new 
Bong. Not less beautiful, not less attractive 
is the music of their voices. Nay, their chant 
must be the sweetest, their strains the love- 
liest of all the choral symphonies. The themes 
of infinite interest which are the burden of the 
heavenly song should be sung softly. Some 
notes are! too tender for adult voices. All the 
sanctified may study and admire with, un- 
wearied delight And the themes, Christ as 
man, and the power of Christ to redeem, may 
best accord with the voices of those who in 
manhood's prime, and in manhdbd's sin, w6re 
rescued from the power of the destroyer. 
But who can sing like babes, of Christ the 



y Google 



SUNSHINS IN THE HSABT. 289 

babe, of the swaddling clothes, and the man- 

ger?" 

" Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings 
thou hast perfected praise," or, as it maybe 
translated, " prepared for thyself a power."* 
They praise His glory. Their lisping is a 
tower of defence. God sets them up as a part 
of His force of war. And the irresistible ef- 
fect of their hosannas to the praise of God was 
most conspicuously displayed when they sang 
the Saviour's praises in the temple. And if 
out of their voices His praise is perfected on 
eardi, what must be the power of their voices 
on high in singing the glory of God. " And 
if ever there should be a ' Selah' to their song, 
it is only to draw in a larger inspiration for a 
more melodious burst of praise." 

My imagination glows with rapture as I 
contemplate the infant choirs in heaven — ^my 
own children among the happy songsters. I 
labor in vain to conceive the sweetness and 
power of the " new song" as warbled in con- 
cert by the untold millions of redeemed in- 
* HeogBteiiberg. 
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£uita. I break down with* the thought But 

how happy, how inconceivably happy they 1 
Let them sing on. I hope soon to see and 
hear them as they sing the praises of the 
Lamb. 

These thoughts very fiuntly and imperfectly 
express the state, the employments and enjoy- 
ments of our babes in glory. And what richer 
consolation can we ask than this? 

The celebrated Bengel, of Wittemburg, as- 
sured of his child's complete salvation and 
consummated happiness, declared that he was 
*^80 cheered as to feel, in prospect of another 
bereavement, more comfort and enjoyment 
than he had ever realized in the best pleas- 
ures of life. As I walked behind the corpse^ 

1 looked up to the serene heaven, and my 
mind became as calm*as if no fiueral were 
going on« In the church-yard I beheld once 
more the &uoq of my beloved child. The sun 
was shining with overpowering brightness, 
and I could not forbear saying to the bystand- 
ers, as I pointed, first to the corpse and then to 
the sun, < so will that dear child look, which is 
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now no longer like itself' I went from the 
grave into the church with a great cheerful- 
ness."* This was a high degree of heavenljr- 
mindedoess, yet one we should all seek to 
attain, since we possess the same oonsolatioa 
which so completely filled his soul. 

Weeping parent, ought not the wish to 
bring them back again be the very last desire 
of your heart ? Would you not have rejoiced 
had they outstripped you in grace? Why then, 
not rejoice that they have arrived first at glory ? 
Must they return to temptation and suffering, 
and to be crushed again by death, to assiiage 
your grief? Why, then, these tears, these 
sighs, these lamentations? In the reflection 
that your child is in Paradise with God, let the 
violence of your grief at the loss of its sunny 
face and innocent prattle subside. As you 
bow in submission to the bereavement, say, 
No I child of my affection, I would not call 
thee back from the attractions of glory. 

Oould you tempt them back again? Would 
they lay down their harps to take up their 

* Quoted from McFarlane. 
21 



y Google 



242 SHADOW ON THR HEARTH. 

playthings? Would they leave their Saviour's 
bosom for a mother's arms? 

" Take all the pleasures of all the spheres, 
And multiply each by endless years; 
One moment in h:^aven exceeds them alL" 

"When we groan beneath this load of sin, 
Add feel this grief and pain ; 
Oh I we'd rather lose our children.all, 
Than hatb hik here again. 

Then, farewell my precious babes I But, 
thanks be unto God, it is not an eternal fare- 
well: "Forif we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also that sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with Him." Farewell, 
then, till we meet again. As with saddened 
heart I laid my hand upon thy cold, beautiftil 
brow, and performed the last act of parental 
love, I thought of this passage, and said, thy 
sleeping bodies will awake and sing. Then I 
resigned them into the hands of higher and 
holier parental love. Short was the passage 
"o'er life's tempestuous sea;" and it ended 
before life was darkened, defiled, and embit- 
tered by sin. Your spirits now are happy 
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with God. Ye were His by birth, and by 
baptism. And by the Holy Spirit ye were un- 
consciously fitted for that holy world, which is 
now youi home. Par away from the sin fill 
and sickly atmosphere of earth, in the serene 
celestial heights, in the peaceful bowers of 
Paradise, ye are led, fed, and refreshed by that 
good Shepherd who loves the lambs. There 
ye do bloom forever in the unfading beauty 
of the loveliest age. There, in ever-blooming^ 
youth, highly -favored and happy, ye will sur- 
vive, and flourish, and triumph, when time 
itself is dead, and the universe expired. 
Thither we hasten. We look for that blessed 
hope — the glorious appearing of the great 
God our Saviour. And our prayer is, '* Come 
Lord Jesus ; come quickly." Hasten the time 
of thy return, that we go up to embrace the 
beloved of our hearts, and enjoy their society 
and Thy presence forever. 

Though our babes have gone, they have left 
an influence not less real nor strong than that 
they exerted while they gladdened our homes 
by their ephemeral but beautiful life. It dis- 
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tib as gently as the morning dew. Death has 
impressed upon them the image of perpetual 
infiuicy and innocence. T^ie ray of divinity 
which lighted up their finely chiseled forms 
still burns on in the household. They still 
live in our hearts, not only in the numberless 
enjoyments of which they were the source, 
but more greenly in the lessons of sympathy 
and tenderness, patience and prayer they 
taught us whilst we nursed their wasting 
frames, saw them convulsed with pain, and 
watched them sinking into the grave. Then 
we learned the vanity of earthly good, and 
the illusiveness of earthly hopes. Then we 
learned anew, or for the first time, to look to 
the everlasting arms for support^ and to the 
everlasting Gospel for consolation. No pic- 
ture of the great reformer, Luther, comes more 
into the heart than that in which he kneels by 
the couch of his suffering, dying Magdalen — 
" On my very soul are engraved the looks — 
the words — ^the gestures during her life, and 
on the bed of death, of my obedient, my lov- 
ing child." The conflict was terrible. But it 
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left bis soul sad and chastened, but serene. 
He became a holier man. His daughter's 
memory was the source of blessed thoughts, 
and taught him lessons he could not learn 
from any of his great compeers. Our homes 
are sanctified by the remembrance of innocency 
which once nestled in our bosom and gam- 
boled at our side, until it was exhaled to the 
skies. And our bereavements remind us that 
the coming of the Lord draweth nigh, and 
makes us look more wistfully out of the case- 
ment eastern for the first rays of rising dawn. 
Happy they who are parents I Still happier 
they who have infant treasures on high. Hap- 
pier than all those bereaved who have a well- 
founded hope of heaven " which maketh not 
ashamed." That one whom they miss every- 
where, yet see everywhere, links them by a 
golden chain to the sky. It has "departed 
for a season, that thou shouldst receive it for- 
ever." As stars came out one by one, beauti- 
ful and holy in their light, and shed down 
their mild rays upon the earth ; so our babes, 
sending down their attractive love, lift up our 
21* 
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hearts to their home. A babe in heaven I 
Tread softly, parents of angels I Holy eyes 
watch thy footsteps; cherub forms bend to 
listen ; still small voices ever whisper, come. 
They stand ready to welcome ns. They are 
still our children ; we still their parents. Still 
one family— one in memory— one in hope — 
one in spirit 

Bemember, believer, the assurance from the 
Gospel, of recognition and reunion in the ages 
to come. This desire and sentiment, which 
are breathed in our devotions, and engraven 
on the sepulchers of our departed, are con- 
firmed by such passages as these : "I%y brother 
shall rise again." — ^He whom thou lovest, in 
his personal identity, will rise again. " Moses 
and Elias appeared, talking with them." But 
if they, although they left the world at differ- 
ent periods of earth's history, know each 
other, and were known of the Apostles, surely 
David could recognize his child. He spake, 
not from a vague &ncy, nor disordered brain, 
but from the spirit of prophecy, when he said, 
"I shall go," not simply to heaven, but " to 
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Am." Nor will it be any more difficult for 
you, Christian parent, to recognize your de- 
parted babe. How otherwise can the Scrips 
ture, "Death itself shall be destroyed," be 
falfilled, except scattered families be restored, 
and suspended friendships be resumed ? The 
grave has not swallowed up forever the re- 
deemed dust committed to its care. The 
morning will dawn, and it will spring from 
the grave reanimated, purified, spiritualised. 
" Jesus will come again, and take you to Him- 
self." Now you sigh, 

" My little one, my &ir one, thou can^st not come to me, 
But nearer draws the numbered hour when I shall go to 

thee; 
And thou, perchance, with seraph smile, and golden harp 

in hand, 
May*st be the first to welcome me to our Immanuel's land," 

Then the "night of weeping" will be 
changed into the "morning of joy." The 
season of sorrowful recollections will have 
passed. Home greetings, no more to be sad- 
dened by farewells, will be given, as the pres- 
ence of your babe gladdens your now tearful 
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eye. How joyful the retmioD, when the King 
ftppears in His beauty I The redeemed and 
holy will embrace again their little ones, 
" snatched from their weeping eyes, and sor- 
rowing hearts." The sigh, the tear, the part- 
ing kiss, and "ferewell to the dying," are 
chased away forever. We will meet them 
under the shadow of the tree, and on the 
banks of the river of life. We meet to be- 
hold BBa glory, and receive it too. (John. xvii. 
22). We meet to keep the festival prepared, 
and sing songs of triumph. We meet where 
nought mars the joy of loving. And O bliss- 
ftd consummation 1 " We meet to part no 
more." 

O, longed-for and welcome day I O, joyftil 
hope ! Though now it is a night of weariness 
and weeping ; " the mo»ning OOitfBTH." And 
the gleams of its brightness, which cheer the 
heavy darkness, and lull the storms of grief, 
assure us it is not far off. Only a littie lon- 
ger must we wait, and then we too are away. 

Faint not, broken-hearted parents, as you 
" weep over suffering infancy, over the uncon- 
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scious clay of sweet innocents, over those wbo 
just looked upon the light, and then closed 
their little orbs until morning." Soon your 
Lord will come with all His congregated ones, 
and, in the joys of reimion, all the sorrows of 
separation will disappear. 

Thus in the light of the Lord, the illumina- 
tion of faith corrects the decisions of feeling. 
Stayed upon the promises and exultant in the 
immortal hopes of the Gospel, a knowledge of 
their gain, and our prospective happiness, 
transforms our sorrow into joy. No longer 
will we cling with a convidsive grasp to those 
objects of our affection when summoned to 
glory. No longer will we struggle to delay 
their spirits as they leave their narrow home, 
and soar away, singing the songs of liberty 
and triumph. No longer break our hearts, as 
if death, which only opens the prison doors, 
had " crushed the deathless tenant beneath its 
disastrous tread." No longer seek to call 
them back again. No ! No I Remain, blessed 
babes, in the blissful realm to which you have 
ascended. Momentary the pang, and momen- 
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tary the separation it occasions. We will live 
near your God until we meet agaia A few 
more days of darkness and toD, and then we 
will hasten to your home. Until then we will 
submissively wait, blessing the name of the 
Lord ; and hopefully run the race set before 
us, the meanwhile comforting our hearts with 
the royal mourner's words, "They shall. not 
return to us, but we will go to them." 

" O, thou Almighty Saviour, extend to us 
Thine own power, that in Thy strength we 
may obtain the victory. Then when Death 
comes we will welcome him as a messenger 
sent to call us home to Thee. Sustained by 
Thy grace, enable us to labor cheerfully to 
enter into Thy rest. Be with us amid hours 
of sorrow and darkness. Come to us when, 
fkinting and toil-worn, we sink beneath our 
burdens, and cheer us with Thy presence. 
And when the scenes of life are fading into the 
realities of eternity, be Thou our rod and our 
staff. And after the river is passed, may we, 
through riches of grace, be robed in Thy 
righteousness, and be permitted to stand be- 
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fore Thee with the loved that have gone be- 
fore, where no shadow shall again darken our 
Bouls, and no sorrow press its dreadfiil burden 
on our heart. 

BVBN so COME LOBD JESUS. 
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BOEK, JuLT 9f 1586. Died about Januabt, 1688. 

URS. A.. STUART MISTFEATH. 

This page, if thou be a pater [parent, father] that reads It, thoa wilt 
apardone me; If nocht^ suspend thy censare till thoa he % lkfbeT,as 
said the grave Lacedaemonian, Ageal\anB,—AiUobiography of Jamttt 
MOviUe. 

One time my bouI was pierced as with a sword. 
Contending still with men untaught and wild, 

When He who to the prophet lent his gourd, 
Gave me the solace of a pleasant child. 

A summer gift my precious flower was given ; 

A veiy summer fragrance was its life ; 
Its clear eyes soothed me as the blue of heaven 

When home I turned, a weary man of strife. 

With unformed laughter, musically sweet, 

How soon the wakening babe would meet my kiss*. 

With outstretched arms its care-wrought father greet; 
Oh ! in the desert what a spring was this ! 

A few short months it blossomed near my heart ; 

A few short months— else toilsome all and sad; 
But that home solace nerved me for my part, 

And of the babe I was exceeding glad ! 
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Alas ! mj pretty bud, scarce formed was dying — 
(The prophet's gourd, it withered in a nigbt !) 

And He who gave me all, my heart's pulse trying, 
Took gently home the child of my delight 

Not rudely cuUed-^not suddenly it perished, 
But gradual £aded from our love away ! 

As if still, secret dews, its life that cherished. 
Were drop by drop withheld, and day by day t 

My blessed Master saved me from repining. 

So tenderly He sued me for his own ; 
80 beautiful He made my babe's declining. 

Its dying blessed me as its birth had done ! 

And daily to my board at noon and even 
Our &ding flower I bade its mother bring, 

That we might commune of our rest in heaven, 
Gazing the while on death without its sting. 

And of the ransom for that baby paid. 

So very sweet at times our converse seemed. 

That the sure truth of grief a gladness made — 
Our little lamb by God's own Lamb redeemed 1 

There were two milk-white doves my wife had nour- 
ished; 

And I too loved, erewhile, at times to stand, 
Marking how each the other fondly cherished, 

And fed them from my baby's dimpled hand ! 
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So tame they grew, that, to his cradle flying, 
Full oft they oooed him to his noontide rest ; 

And to the mnrmnrs of his sleep replpng, 
Crept gently in, and nestled in his breast 

Twas a fair sight — ^the snow-pale infant sleeping. 
So fondly guardianed by those creatures mild ; 

Watch o'er his closed eyes their bright eyes keeping: 
Wondrous the love betwixt the birds and child I 

Still, as he sickened, seemed the doves too dwining, 
Forsook their food, and loathed their pretty play ; 

And on the day he died, with sad note pining. 
One gentle bird would not be frayed away. 

His mother found it, when she rose sad-hearted, 
At early dawn, with sense of nearing ill ; 

And when, at last, the little spirit parted. 
The dove died too, as if of its heart's chill I 

The odier flew to meet my sad home-riding. 

As with a human sorrow in its coo — 
To ray dead child and its dead mate then guiding, 

Most pitifully plained, and parted too ! 

Twas my first "hansel"* and " propine"f to Heaven : 
And as I laid my darling 'neath the sod — 

Precious Hk comforts— once an infant given, 
And offered with two turtle-doves to God I 
♦ Preaent. t Earnest, pledge. 



y Google 



i0to ItaafsUst 

How peacefully they rest. 

Cross folded there 
Upon his little breast, 
Hioae tiny hands that ne^er were still before, 

But ever spoiled with its mother's hair, 
Or the bright gem that on her breast she wore. 

Her heart no more will beat, 
To feel the touch of that soft palm, 
That ever seemed a new surprise, 
Sending glad thoughts up to her eyes. 
To bless him with their holy calm ; 
Sweet thoughts, that left her eyes as sweet 1 

How quiet are the hands 

That wore those pleasant bands ! 
But that they do not rise and sink 
With his calm breathing, I should think 

That he were dropt asleep. 

Alas I too deep — ^too deep, 

Is this his slumber I 

Time scarce can number 
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The jean ere he will wake again — 
Oh 1 may we see his eyelids open then 1 
He did but float a little way 
Adown the stream of time, 
YH* * dreamy eyes watching the ripples play, 
Ajid listening to their fairy chime. 
His slender sail 
Ne'er felt the gale ; 
He did but float a little way, 
And putting to the shore, 
While yet 'twas early day. 
Went calmly on his way, 

To dwell with us no more. 
No jaiTing did he feel, 
No grating on his vessel's keel. 
A strip of silver sand 
Mingled the waters with the land, 

Where he was seen no more ! 
Oh ! stem word — ^nevermore I 
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Obass here longer to detain me, 
Kindest mother, drowned in wo ; 

How thy fond caresses pain me — 
Morn advances — ^let me go. 

See yon orient streak appearing, 

Harbinger of endless day ; 
Hark 1 a voice, the darkness cheering, 

Calls my new-born soul away ! 

Lately launched a trembling stranger, 
On this world's wild boisterous flood. 

Pierced with sorrow, tossed with danger. 
Gladly I return to God. 

Now my cries shall cease to grieve thee, 
Now my trembling heart, find rest, 

Kinder arms than thine receive me. 
Softer pillow than thy breast. 
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Weep not o*er those eyes that langaish, 
Upward turned toward their home ; 

Raptured they '11 forget all anguish, 
While they wait to see thee come. 

There, my mother, pleasures centre ; 

Weeping, parting, care or wo, 
Ne'er our father's house can enter — 

Mom advances — ^let me go. 

As through this calm and holy dawning, 

Silent glides my parting breath. 
To an everlasting morning — 

Gently close my eyes on death. 

Blesdngs, endless, richest blessings. 
Pour their streams upon thy heart ! 

(Though no language yet possessing) 
Breathes my spirit ere we part 

Tet to leave thee sorrowing grieves me, 
Though again his voice I hear — 

Rise I — ^may every grace attend thee, 
Rise ! and seek to meet me there 1 
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OABOLINB BOITLBS BOOTHn: 

Susp little baby ! sleep I 

Not ia thj cradle bed, 
Not on thy mother's breast 
Henceforth shall be thy rest 

But with the quiet dead. 

Yes ! with the quiet dead. 

Baby, thy rest shall be ; 
Oh ! many a weary wight, 
Weary of life and light, 

Would Mn lie down with thee. 

Flee, little tender nursling ; 

Flee to thy grapsy nest ! 
There the first flower shall blow — 
The first pure flake of snow — 

Shall fall upon thy breast. 

Peace I peace ! thy little bosom 
Labors with shortening breath ; 

Peace 1 peace ! that Uemulous sigh 

Speaks his departure uigh. 
These are the damps of death. 
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Fve seen thee in thy beauty, 

A tbing all bealdi and glee ; 
But never then wert thou 
So beautiful as now, 

Baby ! thou seemest to me. 

Mount up, immortal essence ! 

Young spirit! haste — depart! — 
And is this death ? — dread thing ! 
If such thy visiting, 

How beautiful thou art ! 

Thine upturned eyes, glazed over 

like harebells wet with dew, 
Already veiled, and hid 
By the convulsed lid, 

Their pupils darkly blue. 

Thy little mouth half open, 

Thy soft lip quivering, 
As if (like summer air 
Ruffing the rose leaves) there 

Thy soul were fluttering. 

Oh ! I would gaze for ever 

Upon that waxen face ; 
So passionless, so pure ; 
The little shrine were sure 

An angel's dwelling-place. 
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Thou weepest, childless mother f 
Ay, weep— 'twill ease thine heart ; 

He was thy first-bom son, 

Thy first, thine only one, 
Tis bard with him to part. 

rFLs bard to lay tby darling 
Deep in the damp, cold earth — 

His empty crib to see, 

His silent nursery — 
Once gIad*(ome with his mirth. 

To meet again, m siumber. 

His small moutb's rosy kiss ; 
Then wakened with a start 
By thine own throbbing heart, 
His twining arms to miss. 

To feel, half-conscious why, 

A dull heart-sinking weighty 
'Till memory on thy soul 
Flashes the painful whole. 
That thou art desolate. 

And then to lie and weep, 

And think the livelong nighty 
(Breeding thine own distress 
With accurate greediness) — 
Of eveiy past delight. 
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Of all his winning ways — 

His pretty playful smiles — 
His joy at sight of thee— 
His tricks, his mimicry, 

And all his little wiles i 

Oh ! these are recollections 
Round mothers' hearts that cling ; 

That mingle with the tears, 

And smiles of after years, 
With oft awakening. 

But thou wilt then, fond mother 1 

In afi«r years look back, 
(Time brings such wondrous easing I) 
With sadness not unpleasing, 

E'en on this gloomy track. 

Thonit say — ^ My first-born blessing, 

It abnoet broke my heart, 
When thou wert forced to go, 
And yet for thee, I know 

Twas better to depart. 

" God took thee in His mercy, 
A lamb untasked, untried ; 
He fought the fight for thee. 
He won the victory, 
And thou art sanctified. 
23 
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** I look aroand and aee 

The evil ways of meiiy 
And Oh ! beloved child ! 
Fm more than reconciled, 

To thy departure then. 

** The little arms that clasped me. 
The innocent lips that pressed — 
Would they have been as pure. 
Till now ? as when of yore 
I lolled thee on my breast. 

** Now like a dew-drop shrined 
Within a crystal stone, 
Thou 'rt safe in heaven, my dove I 
Safe with the source of love. 
The Everlasting One. 

** And when the hour arrives, 
From flesh that sets me free, 
Thy spirit may await*— 
The first at heaven's gate— 
To meet and welcome me." 
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AND THE WAT IN WHICH SHE FELL ASLEEP. 

SANDOLFH. 

Huo me closer, closer, mother, 

Put your arms around me tight ; 
I am cold and tired, mother, 

And I feel so strange to-night ! 
Something hurts me here, dear mother, 

Like a stone upon my breast ; 
Oh ! I wonder, wonder, mother, 

Why it is I can not rest ! 

All the day, while you were working, 

As I lay upon my bed, 
I was trying to be patient. 

And to think of what you said ; 
How the kind and blessed Jesus 

Loves his lambs to watch and keep ; 
And I wished he 'd come and take me 

In his arms, that I might sleep. 

♦ From the "Death of Little Children," by Dr. Prime. 
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Just before the lamp was lighted, 

Just before the children came, 
While the room was very quiet, 

I heard some one call my name. 
All at once the window opened ; 

In a field were lambs and sheep ; 
Some from out a brook were drinking, 

Some were lying fast asleep. 

But I could not see the Savior, 

Though I strained my eyes to see ; 
And I wondered, if he saw me. 

Would he speak to such as me. 
In a moment I was looking 

On a world so bright and fiiir. 
Which was full of little children, 

And they seemed so happy there. 

They were singing, oh, how sweetly ! 

Sweeter songs I never heard ; 
They were singing sweeter, mother, 
• Than our little yellow-bird. 
And while I ray breath was holding, 

One, so bright, upon me snailed ; 
And I knew it must be Jesus, 

When he said, " Come here, my child* 

" Come up here, my little Bessie, 
Come up here and live with me. 
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Where the children never suffer, 

But are happier than you see !" 
Then T thought of all you 'd told me 

Of that bright and happy land : 
I was going when you called me, 

When you came and kissed my hand. . 

At first I felt so sorry 

You had called me : I would go. 
Oh, to sleep and never suffer ! 

Mother, don't be crying so I 
Hug me closer, closer, mother. 

Put your arms around me tight ; 
Oh, how much I love you, mother. 

But I feel so strange to-night. 

And the mother pressed her closer 

To her overburdened breast ; 
On the heart so near to breaking 

Lay the heart, so near its rest. 
At the solemn hour of midnight. 

In the darkness calm and deep, 
Lying on her mother's bosom. 

Little Bessie fell asleep. 
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hosawBUjaw. 
Thsbs is a Reaper wbose name is Death, 

And with his sickle keen 
He reaps the bearded grain at a breath, 

And the flowers that grow between. 

*^ Shall I have nought that is fair ?'' saith he, 
^ Have nought but the bearded grain ? 

Though the breath of these flowers is sw^ to mi 
I will give them all back again." 

He gazed on the flowers with tearful eyes, 

He kissed their drooping leaves ; 
It was for the Lord of Paradise 

He bound them in his sheaves. 

** My Lord hath need of these flowerets gay,** 

The reaper said and smiled ; 
" Dear tokens of the earth are they, 

Where he was once a child. 

'^They all shall bloom in fields of li^t, 

Transplanted by my care ; 
And saints upon their garments white, 

lliese sacred flowers wear." 



y Google 



TBS BEAPSB AND THS IXOWSBS* 2*11 

And the mother gave, with tears and pain, 

The flowers she most did love ; 
Bnt she knew she should find them all again 

In the fields of light above. 

Oh, not in cruelty — ^not in wrath I 

The reaper came that dt^ ; 
'Twas an angel visited the gieen earth, 

And took the flowers away. 
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When the morning, half in shadow, 
Ran along the hill and meadow, 
And with milk-white fingers parted 
Crimson roses, golden-hearted ; 
Opening over ruins hoary 
Every purple morning-glory, 
And outHshaking from the bushes 
Singing larks and pleasant thrushes; 
That's the time our little baby — 
Strayed from Paradise, it may be — 
Cam<^, with eyes like heaven above her : 
Oh, we could not choose but lovo her 1 

Not enough of earth for sinning, 
Always gentle, always winning. 
Never needing our reproving, 
Ever lively, ever loving ; 
Starry eyes and sunset tresses. 
White arms, made for light caresses, 
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Lips that knew no word of doubting, 
Often kissing, never pouting ; 
Beauty even in completeness, 
Over full of childish sweetness ; 
That's the way our little baby, 
Far too pure for earth, it may be. 
Seemed to ua, who, while about her, 
Deemed we could not do without her. 

When the morning, half in shadow, 
Ran along the hill and meadow. 
And with milk-white fingers parted 
Crimson roses, golden-hearted ; 
Opening over ruins hoary 
Every purple morning-glory, 
And out-shaking from the bushes 
Singing larks and pleasant thrushes ; 
That *s the time our little baby. 
Pining here for heaven, it may be. 
Turning from our bitter weeping. 
Closed her eyes as when in sleeping, 
And her white hands on her bosom 
Folded like a summer blossom. 

Now the litter she doth lie on. 
Strewed with roses, bear to Zion ; 
Gk>, ad past a pleasant meadow, 
Through the valley of the shadow, 
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lUka lier softly, holj angels, 
PM the ranks of Qod's evangels ; 
PM the saints and martyis holy, 
To the Earth-Bom, meek and lowly : 
We would have our precious blossom 
Softly laid in Jesus' bosom* 
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God looked among his cherub band, 
And one was wanting ih^v^. 

To swell along the holy land 
The hymns of praise and prayer. 

One little soul which long had beeu 
Half way 'tween earth and sky, 

Untempted in a world of sin, 
He watched with loving eye. 

It was too promisiDg a flower 
To bloom upon this earth, 

And God did give it angel power, 
And bright celestial birth. 

The world was all too bleak and cold 

To yield it quiet rest, 
God brought it to his shepherd-fold 

And laid it on his breast. 

There, mother, in thy Savior's arms, 

For ever undefiled, 
Amid the little cherub band, 

Is thy beloved child. 
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BB. MOIS. 



Fabb thee well, our last and fiurest, 

Dear wee Willie, &re thee well ! 
He who lent thee hath recalled thee 

Back, with Him and His to dwell. 
Fifteen moons, their silver lustre, 

Only o*er thy brow had shed, 
When thy spirit joined the seniphs, 

And thy dust — ^the dead. 

Like a sunbeam, through our dwelling, 

Shone thy presence, bright and calm ; 
Thou didst add a zest to pleasure. 

To our sorrows thou wert balm. 
Brighter beamed thine eyes than summer^ 

And thy first attempts at speech 
Thrilled our heart-strings with a rapture 

Music ne'er could i-each. 
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As we gazed upon thee sleeping, 

With thy fine fair locks outspread. 
Thou didst seem a little angel, 

Who ft'om heaven to earth had strayed ; 
And entranced, we watched heside thee, 

Half in hope, and half afinght, 
Lest what we deemed ours and earthly, 

Should dissolve in light. 



Snow o'ermantled hill and valley, 

Sullen clouds begrimmed the sky. 
When the first drear doubt oppressed us, 

That our child was doomed to die ! 
Through the long night-watch, the taper 

Showed the hectic on thy cheek, 
And each anxious dawn beheld thee 

More worn-out and weak. 



'Twas even then Destruction's angel 

Shook his pinions in our path, 
Seized the roses of our household, 

And struck Chaiiie down in death. 
Fearful — ^awful desolation 

On our lintel set his sign. 
And we turned from his sad death-bed, 

Willie, round to thine. 
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Am the beams of Spring's first moinkfg 

Hiraugh the silent chamber plajed, 
lifeless in mme arms I raised thee^ 

And in th]r small coffin laid. 
Ere the daj-«tar with the darkness 

Nine times had in triumph striven, 
In one grave had met year ashes, 

And your souls in heaven. 



Five were ye, the beanteons blossoms 

Of our hopes, and hearts, and hearths ; 
Two asleep lie buried yonder — 

Three for us yet gladden earth : 
Thee, our hyaointh, gay Charlie, 

Willie thee, our snow-drop pure,. 
From the earth shall second springtime 

Nevermore allure. 



Tet while tiiinkling — Oh I our lost ones f 

Of how dear you were to us, 
Why should dreams of doubt and darkness 

Haunt our troubled spirits thus ? 
Why across the cold^im churchyard 

Flit such visions of despair ? 
Seated on the tomb, Faith's angel 

Saith — " Ye are not there T 
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Where then are ye ? With the Savior 

Blest, for ever blest, are ye, 
*Mid the sinless little children, 

Who have heard this — " Come to me f 
Passed the shades of death's dark valley, 

Now ye lean upon His breast : 
Where the wicked oease froni tronblingi 

And the weary rest. 
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I HAYB a Bon^ a little son, a boy just fire years old, 
With eyes of though tfal earnestness, and mind of gentle 

mould; 
They tell me that unusual grace in all his ways 

appears, 
That my boy is wise, and grave of heart, beyond his 

childish years. 
I can not say how this may be — ^I know his face is 

fiiir — 
And yet his chiefest comeliness, is his sweet and serious 

air. 
I know his heart is kind and fond, I know he loveth 

me, 
And loveth yet his mother more, with grateful fer- 
vency, 
But that which others most admire is the thought 

that fills his mind, 
The food for grave inquiring speech, he everywhere 

doth find. 
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Strange queslaons doth he ask of me when we tc^ether 

walk, 
Nor scarcely thinks as children think, or talks as 

children talk ; 
Nor cares he much for childish sports, dotes not on 

bat and ball, 
But looks on manhood's ways and works, and aptly 

mimics all. 
His little heati is busy still, and oftentimes perplext 
With thoughts about this world of ours, and thoughts 

about the next. 
He kneels at his dear mother's knee — she teaches 

him to pray — 
And strange and sweet and solemn then, the words 

that he will say. 
Oh, should my gentle child be spared to manhood's 

yeacs, like me, 
A holier, and a wiser man, I trust that he will be ; 
And when I look into his eyes, and stroke his thought- 
ful brow. 
I dare not think what I should feel were I to lose him 

now. 

I have a son, a second son, a simple child of three, 
I'll not declare, how bright and &ir his Httiie features 

be, 
And silver sweet those tones of his, while prattling on 

my knee ; 
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I do not think his light blue eye » like his brother's 

keen, 
Nor is his brow so foil of childish thought, as his has 

often been; 
And his little heart's a fountain pure of kind and 

tender feeling, 
And every look a gleam of light with depths of loye 

revealing. 
When he walks with me, the country folks, who pass 

ns in the street, 
Will shout for joy, and bless my boy, he looks so 

mild and sweet. 
A playfellow he is to all, and yet with cheerful 

tone 
Will sing his little song of love when he is left 

alone. 
His presence is like sunshine, sent dowir to gladden 

earth. 
To oomfort ns in aH onr gnshy and sweeten all our 

mirth : 
Should he grow np to riper years, God grant his heart 

may prove 
As sweet a home for heavenly grace, as now for 

earthly love ; 
And if beside his grave, the tears our aclung eyes 

must dim, i 

God edmfort us, for all the love that we may lose in 

him. 
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I hare a sod^ a thiixl sweet soo, liis age I can not 

tell, 
For they reckon not by years and months where he 

has gone to dwell. 
To Ufr hr fourteen anxious naonths his infimt smiles 

were given, 
And i^en he bade farewell to earth, and went to lire 

in heaven. • 

I can not tell what form is his, what look he weareth 

now, 
Nor guess how bright a glory crowns his shining ' 

seraph brow. 
The thoughts that fill his sinless soul, the bliss that 

he doth feel — 
Are numbered with the secret things which God doth 

not reveal. 
But I know — ^for God hath told me this — ^that now he 

is at rest. 
Where other blessed infants are, on their loving 

Savior's breast 
Whate'er befals his brethren twain, his bliss can never 

cease — 
Their lot may here be grief and pain, but his is perfect 

peace: 
It may be that the tempter's wiles their souls from 

bliss can sever, 
But if our own poor faith M not, he must be oun 

for ever. 
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When we thiok of what our darling is, and what he 

still must be — 
When we think on that world's perfect bliss, and this 

world's misery — 
When we groan beoeath this load of sin, and feel this 

grief and pain — 
Ohy we'd rather lose our other two, than hare him 

here again I • 
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Now my heart's deep bell is tolling, — 
Slowly, — slowly, — slowly knolling ; — 
And in silence stands the bier. 
Waiting for Griefs Dying Year. 

While sad memory is folding 
Her fdnereal scroll, she's holding 
Pictures drawn in sorrow's night, 
Close before my aching sight. 

Though they pass in quick succession. 
Yet they trace a deep impression, — 
By some wondrous magic art. 
Print their copy on my heart ; — 

There to dwell and strangely sadden, — 
Sometimes even almost madden, — 
Painting scenes before my eye, 
Fraught with tears and agony. 

* From " The Broken Bud, or Reminiscences of a Bereared 
MQtber." 
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All I my cbild ! I see thee lying, — 
Sinking, — sinking, — slowly dying ; — 
Still not loosed thy silver thread, — 
Dying,— dying, — never dead. 

Hush I — oh, hush this fearful sohbing I — 
Cease !^-oh, cease this loud heart-throbhing ! 
Hangs a picture by its side, 
Telling that my darling died ; 

Died long since, — yet tears are gushing ; 
Griefs full tide is wildly rushing, 
While its waters o'er my soul, 
In tumultuous torrent roll. 

And the wound is freshly bleeding, 
As the year is slow receding. 
Every minute adds some line. 
Filling oat Griefs full design. 

Now is every touch repeated, 
And the pictures are completed ; 
Hang they all on Memory's wall, 
Curtained by a sable pall. 

Sad my heart's deep bell is tolling, — 
Slowly, — slowly, — slowly knolling ; — 
Passes on Time's noiseless bier, 
Bearing the departed Year, — 
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"With its hours of watching, weeing, 
Hours of sad suspension-keeping, 
Fear and anguish, — ^ail to cast 
'Mid the buried of the past. 

But the pictures time will leave me ; 
Kothing can of these bereave me. 
Until I and Memory part, — 
Till Death's hand is on my heart 

And when glows the golden dawning 
Of the bright, celestial morning, — 
And the long, funereal night 
Ends in days of cloudless light, — 

I shall see my beauteous blossom, 
Taken from my loving bosom, 
Blushing 'neath's^retfie^ skies. 
With the bloom of Paradise. 

"When I there in bliss behold her, — 
To my yearning heart enfold her, — 
Shall I not have golden pay 
For this weeping, mortal day ? 

Blessbd Savior 1 boundless praises 
Unto thee my full heart raises : — 
Hope, — that points amid our tears 
Through the misty march of years, — 
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Hope, — ^tbat o'er the grave is gleaming 
With a flood of glory beaming, — 
Hope, — the beacon-star of earth. 
In thy Passion had its birth. 

Life ! across thy billowy ocean, 
Bear me with a swifter motion 
To that peaceful heaven blest, 
Where ^ese longings shall find rest. 



THl avD. 
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